
McManus Middle School Novel List 

 

Title of Book Author Cover Lexile Level/Grade 

Level/ HMH unit 

Sheets Breanna 

Thummler 

 

400L 

Grade level 6/BSI 

Towers Falling 

 

Jewell 

Parker 

Rhodes 

 
 

410L 

 

Smile 

 

Raina 

Telgemeler 

 
 

Graphic Novel: 

410L 

 

Pedro and Me: 

Friendship, 

Loss and What 

I Learned 

Judd Winick 

 

SEL/Diversity 

Graphic Novel: 

520L 

 

When Stars 

Are Scattered 

Victoria 

Jamieson 

Omar 

Mohamed 
 

SEL/Diversity 

Graphic Novel: 

530L 

 

Night 

 

Elie Wiesel 

 

 

570L 

 

The Fighting 

Ground 

 

Avi 

 

 

580L 

Grade level 6 

HMH Unit 5 
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Kindred Octavia 

Butler 

Damian 

Duffy 

John 

Jennings  

SEL/Diversity 

Graphic Novel: 

580L 

 

The Secret 

Garden 

 

Frances 

Hodgson 

Burnett 

 
 

620L 

 

Bridges of 

Summer 

 

Brenda 

Seabrooke 

 

 

630L 

 

Fallen Angels 

 

Walter Dean 

Myers 

 

 

650L 

 

Number the 

Stars 

 

Lois Lowry 

 

 

670L 

Grade level 8 

HMH Unit 6 

 

My Name is 

Parvana 

Shelly 

Tanaka 

Michael 

Solomon 

Deborah Ellis 
 

SEL/Diversity 

Graphic Novel: 

 670L 
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The House of 

Dies Drear 

 

Virginia 

Hamilton 

 

 

670L 

 

The Road to 

Memphis 

 

Mildred D. 

Taylor 

 

 

670L 

 

Banner in the 

Sky 

 

James 

Ramsey 

Ullman 

 
 

680L 

 

Beethoven in 

Paradise 

 

Barbara 

O'Connor 

 

 

680L 

Grade level 6 

HMH Unit 4 

Rumble Fish 

 

S.E. Hinton 

 

 

680L 

 

A Day No Pigs 

Would Die 

 

Robert 

Newton Peck 

 

 

690L 

 

Snow Bound 

 

Harry Mazer 

 

 

690L 
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Trapped 

between the 

Lash and the 

Gun 

 

Arvella 

Whitmore 

 

 

690L 

 

Wringer 

 

Jerry Spinelli 

 

 

690L 

Grade level 6 

HMH Unit 1 

Children of the 

River 

 

Linda Crew 

 

 

700L 

 

from the 

Mixed-up Files 

of Mrs. Basil E. 

Frankweiler 

E.L. 

Kenigsburg 

 

 

700L 

 

Where the Red 

Fern Grows 

 

Wilson Rawls 

 

 

700L 

 

Mister and Me 

 

Kimberly 

Willis Holt 

 

 

710L 

 

Secret of the 

Andes 

 

Ann Nolan 

Clark 

 

 

710L 
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Seedfolks 

 

Paul 

Fleischman 

 
 

710L 

Grade level 8 

HMH Unit 3 

 

A Long Walk 

to Water 

 

Linda Sue 

Park 

 

 

720L 

 

Evil Genius 

 

Catherine 

Jinks 

 
 

720L 

 

Killing Mr. 

Griffin 

 

Lois Duncan 

 

 

720L 

 

A Good Kind 

of Trouble 

 

Lisa Moore 

Ramee 

 

SEL/Diversity 

Graphic Novel: 

720L 

 

Nine, Ten: A 

September 11 

Story 

 

Nora Raleigh 

Baskin 

 

 

730L 

 

The Book Thief 

 

Markus 

Zusak 

 

 

730L 

Grade level 8  

HMH Unit 6 
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A Wrinkle in 

Time 

 

L'Engle 

 

 

740L 

Grade level 7  

HMH Unit 4 

 

Coraline 

 

Neil Gaiman 

 

 

740L 

Grade level 8  

HMH Unit 2 

Hoops 

 

Walter Dean 

Myers 

 

 

740L 

 

Schooled Gordon 

Korman 

 

 

740L 

 

Singularity 

 

William 

Sleator 

 

 

740L 

Grade level 8  

HMH Unit 1 

 

The True 

Confessions of 

Charlotte 

Doyle 

Avi 

 

 

740L 

 

A Long Way 

from Chicago 

 

Richard Peck 

 

 

750L 
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Crossover 

 

Kwame 

Alexander 

 

 

750L 

 

Slam 

 

Walter Dean 

Myers 

 

 

750L 

Grade level 7  

HMH Unit 5 

 

The Corn 

Grows Ripe 

 

Rhoads 

 

 

750L 

 

The Outsiders 

 

S.E. Hinton 

 

 

750L 

Grade level 6  

HMH Unit 5 

 

The Westing 

Game 

 

Ellen Raskin 

 

 

750L 

Grade level 7  

HMH Unit 2 

 

The Giver 

 

Lois Lowry 

 

 

760L 

Grade level 6  

HMH Unit 4 

 

Treasure Island 

 

Robert Louis 

Stevenson 

 

 

760L 
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Fantastic 

Voyage 

 

Isaac Asimov 

 

 

770L 

 

Life As We 

Knew It 

 

Susan Beth 

Pfeffer 

 

 

770L 

Grade level 6  

HMH Unit 3 

 

My Brother, 

Sam is Dead 

 

James Collier 

& 

Christopher 

Collier 

 
 

770L 

 

…and now 

Miguel 

 

Krumgold 

 

 

780L 

 

Born a Crime Trevor Noah 

 

SEL/Diversity 

Graphic Novel: 

780L 

 

That was then, 

this is now 

 

S.E. Hinton 

 

 

780L 
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The Other Side 

of Truth 

 

Beverley 

Naidoo 

 

 

780L 

 

Tales from the 

Odyssey 

 

Mary Pope 

Osborne 

 

 

790L 

 

The Séance 

 

Joan Lowery 

Nixon 

 

 

790L 

 

A Midsummer 

Night's Dream 

 

Shakespeare 

 

 

790L 

 

Summer of the 

German 

Soldier 

 

Bette Greene 

 

 

800K 

Grade level 8  

HMH Unit 6 

 

The House 

with a Clock in 

its Walls 

 

John Bellairs 

 

 

800L 

 

The Afterlife Gary Soto 

 

810L 

Grade level 9 
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Bridges of 

Terabithia 

 

Katherine 

Paterson 

 

 

810L 

 

My Side of the 

Mountain 

 

Jean 

Craighead 

George 

  

810L 

Grade level 7  

HMH Unit 3 

 

The Hunger 

Games 

 

Collins 

 

 

810L 

 

The Two 

Towers 

 

J.R.R. Tolkien 

 

 

810L 

 

A Week in the 

Woods 

 

Andrew 

Clements 

 

 

820L 

 

I, Robot 

 

Isaac Asimov 

 

 

820 

Grade level 8  

HMH Unit 1 

 

The Graveyard 

Book 

 

Neil Gaiman 

 

 

820L 
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The Young 

Unicorns 

 

Madeline 

L'Engle 

 

 

820L 

 

Baseball in 

April 

 

Gary Soto 

 

 

830L 

Grade level 7  

HMH Unit 5 

 

Behind Rebel 

Lines 

 

Seymour Reit 

 

 

830L 

Grade level 6  

HMH Unit 1 

 

Call it Courage 

 

Armstrong 

Sperry 

 
 

830L 

 

Enrique's 

Journey 

 

Sonia 

Nazario 

 
 

830L 

 

Summer of 

Fear 

 

Lois Duncan 

 

 

830L 

 

The Summer 

of the Swans 

 

Betsy Byars 

 

 

830L 
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Flowers for 

Algernon 

 

Daniel Keyes 

 

 

840L 

 

Johnny 

Tremain 

 

Esther Forbes 

 

 

840L 

 

Buried Onions 

 

Gary Soto 

 

 

850L 

Grade level 7  

HMH Unit 1 

 

Jump Ship to 

Freedom 

 

James Collier 

& 

Christopher 

Collier  

850L 

 

Let the Circle 

Be Unbroken 

 

Mildred D. 

Taylor 

 

 

850L 

 

The Witch of 

Blackbird 

Pond 

 

Elizabeth 

George 

Speare 

  

850L 

Grade level 7  

HMH Unit 2 

When the 

Legends Die 

 

Hal Borland 

 

 

850L 
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Homesick: My 

Own Story 

 

Jean Fritz 

 

 

860L 

 

Julie of the 

Wolves 

 

Jean 

Craighead 

George 

  

860L 

Grade level 6  

HMH Unit 2 

 

The Cay 

 

Theodore 

Taylor 

 

 

860L 

 

The Circuit 

 

Francisco 

Jimenez 

 

 

860L 

 

The Master 

Puppeteer 

 

Katherine 

Paterson 

 

 

860L 

 

A Dog's Life 

 

Ann M. 

Martin 

 

 

870L 

 

Shakespeare's 

Scribe 

 

Gary 

Blackwood 

 
 

870L 
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Shane 

 

Jack 

Schaefer 

 

 

870L 

 

The House on 

Mango Street 

 

Sandra 

Cisneros 

 

 

870L 

 

We All Fall 

Down 

 

Robert 

Cormier 

 

 

870L 

 

Oliver Twist 

 

Charles 

Dickens 

 

 

900L 

 

Code Talker 

 

Joseph 

Bruchac 

 
 

910L 

 

Locked in Time 

 

Lois Duncan 

 

 

910L 

 

Old Yeller 

 

Fred Gipson 

 

 

910L 

Grade level 6 

HMH Unit 2 
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The Roar 

 

Emma 

Clayton 

 
 

910L 

 

The Slave 

Dancer 

 

Paula Fox 

 

 

910L 

 

A Christmas 

Carol 

 

Charles 

Dickens 

 

 

920L 

Grade level 7  

HMH Unit 2 

 

A Long Way 

Gone: Memoirs 

of a Boy 

Soldier 

Ishmael Beah 

 

 

920L 

 

A Single Shard 

 

Linda Sue 

Park 

 

 

920L 

 

Abel's Island 

 

William Steig 

 

 

920L 

 

Child of the 

Owl 

 

Laurence Yep 

 

 

920L 

Grade level 8 

HMH Unit 3 
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Dead End in 

Norvelt 

 

Jack Gantos 

 

 

920L 

 

Roll of 

Thunder, Hear 

my Cry 

 

Mildred D. 

Taylor 

 

 

920L 

 

The Dark is 

Rising 

 

Susan Cooper 

 

 

920L 

Grade level 7  

HMH Unit 4 

 

The Watsons 

Go to 

Birmingham 

Christopher 

Paul Curtis 

 

SEL/Diversity 

Graphic Novel: 

920L 

 

Where the 

Lilies Bloom 

 

Vera & Bill 

Cleaver 

 

 

920L 

 

Canyons 

 

Gary Paulsen 

 

 

930L 

 

Dogsong 

 

Gary Paulsen 

 

 

930L 
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Go Ask Alice 

 

Anonymous 

 

 

930L 

 

The Lion, the 

Witch and the 

Wardrobe 

 

C.S. Lewis 

 

 

940L 

 

The Pact 

 

Drs.  David, 

Jenkins, and 

Hunt 

 
 

940L 

 

Waiting for 

the Rain 

 

Sheila 

Gordon 

 

 

940L 

 

Bud, Not 

Buddy 

 

Christopher 

Paul Curtis 

 

 

950L 

Grade level 7 

HMH Unit 6 

 

Dr. Jekyll and 

Mr. Hyde 

 

Robert Louis 

Stevenson 

 

 

950L 

Grade level 8  

HMH Unit 2 

 

Gifted Hands 

 

Ben Carson 

 

 

950L 
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The Journey of 

Little Charlie 

Christopher 

Paul Curtis 

 

SEL/Diversity 

Graphic Novel: 

960L 

 

Bad Boy 

 

Walter Dean 

Myers 

 
 

970L 

 

Bless the 

Beasts and 

Children 

 

Glendon 

Swarthout 

 

 

970L 

 

Journey to 

Topaz 

 

Yoshiko 

Uchida 

 
 

970L 

 

Rosa Parks: 

My Story 

 

Rosa Parks 

with Jim 

Haskins 

  

970L 

 

The 

Adventures of 

Tom Sawyer 

 

Mark Twain 

 

 

970L 

 

Adventures of 

Huckleberry 

Finn 

 

Mark Twain 

 

 

980L 
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Elijah of 

Buxton 

 

Christopher 

Paul Curtis 

 
 

980L 

 

Brown Girl 

Dreaming 

Jaquelene 

Woodson 

 

990L 

Grade level 7 

Becoming 

Kareem 

Kareem-

Abdul Jabbar 

and 

Raymond 

Obstfeld  

990L 

Grade level 8 

Harriet 

Tubman: 

Conductor on 

the 

Underground 

Railroad 

Ann Petry 

 

 

1000L 

 

Soldier's Heart 

 

Gary Paulsen 

 

 

1000L 

Grade level 8  

HMH Unit 4 

 

The Pearl 

 

John 

Steinbeck 

 

 

1000L 
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Warriors Don't 

Cry 

 

Melba 

Pattillo Beals 

 

 

1000L 

 

Lockdown: 

Escape from 

Furnace 

 

Alexander 

Gordon 

Smith 

 
 

1010L 

 

The Egypt 

Game 

 

Zilpha 

Keattey 

Snyder 

 
 

1010L 

 

The Hound of 

the 

Baskervilles 

 

Sir Arthur 

Conan Doyle 

 

 

1010L 

 

Hatchet 

 

Gary Paulsen 

 

 

1020L 

Grade level 6 

HMH Unit 3 

The Hobbit 

 

J.R.R. Tolkien 

 

 

1030L 

Grade level 6 

HMH Unit 6 

The Wonderful 

Flight to the 

Mushroom 

Planet 

Eleanor 

Cameron 

 

 

1030L 
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Farewell to 

Manzanar 

Jeanne 

Houston & 

James 

Houston  

1040L 

 

The Golden 

Fleece and the 

Heroes Who 

Lived Before 

Achilles 

Padriac 

Colum 

 

 

1070L 

 

The Lottery 

Rose 

 

Irene Hunt 

 

 

1070L 

 

Blizzard 

 

Jim Murphy 

 

 

1080L 

 

The Jungle 

Book 

 

Rudyard 

Kipling 

 

 

1080L 

Grade level 6  

HMH Unit 6 

 

The Prince 

and the 

Pauper 

Mark Twain 

 

 

1090L 

 

Across Five 

Aprils 

 

Irene Hunt 

 

 

1100L 

Grade level 6 

HMH Unit 5 

The Story of 

Joan of Arc 

 

Polly Schoyer 

Brooks 

 

 

1100L 
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How I Came to 

Be a Writer 

 

Phyllis 

Reynolds 

Naylor 

 
 

1120L 

 

Brian's Winter 

 

Gary Paulsen 

 

 

1140L 

 

The Midwife's 

Apprentice 

 

Karen 

Cushman 

 

 

1150L 

 

The Story of 

My Life 

 

Helen Keller 

 

 

1150L 

 

Pieces of 

Georgia 

 

Jen Bryant 

 

 

1160L 

 

Animal Farm 

 

George 

Orwell 

 

 

1170L 

 

The Last of the 

Mohicans 

 

James 

Penimore 

Cooper 

  

1210L 
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Into the Wild 

 

Jon Krakauer 

 

 

1270L 

 

Nothing but 

the Truth 

 

Avi 

 

 

Non-Prose 

 

Out of the 

Dust 

 

Karen Hesse 

 

 

Non-Prose 

Grade level 8  

HMH Unit 3 

 

T-Bone Takes 

A Stand for 

Public Schools 

 

Lisa Funari 

Willever 

 

 

 

Red Hot Salsa Lori Carlson 

 

Grade Level 9 

African -

American 

Classics 

Mount Horeb 

(publisher) 

 

Grade level 8 

Strange Fruit: 

Uncelebrated 

Narratives 

from Black 

History 

Joel 

Christian Gill 

 
 

Grade level 10 
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A.D. New 

Orleans 

Josh Neufeld 

 

SEL/Diversity 

Graphic Novel: 

Interest level  

Grades 9-12 

 

 

Incognegro Mat Johnson 

 

SEL/Diversity 

Graphic Novel 

 

Earth-Planet, 

Universe 

John Muir 

 

SEL/Diversity 

Graphic Novel 

 

 


