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New Jersey Student Learning Standards- Social Studies

SOC.K-12.1 Developing Questions and Planning Inquiry 

SOC.K-12.2 Gathering and Evaluating Sources 

SOC.K-12.3 Seeking Diverse Perspectives 

SOC.K-12.4 Developing Claims and Using Evidence 

SOC.K-12.5 Presenting Arguments and Explanations 

SOC.K-12.6 Engaging in Civil Discourse and Critiquing Conclusions 

SOC.K-12.7 Taking Informed Action 

Unit #1: From Boom to Bust

SOC.6.1.12.CivicsHR.8.a Analyze primary and secondary sources to explain how social intolerance, xenophobia, 
and fear of anarchism led to restrictive immigration and refugee laws, and the violation of 
the human rights of individuals and groups. 

SOC.6.1.12.GeoHE.8.a Determine the impact of the expansion of agricultural production into marginal farmlands 
and other ineffective agricultural practices on people and the environment. 

SOC.6.1.12.EconET.8.a Relate social, cultural, and technological changes in the interwar period to the rise of a 
consumer economy and the changing role and status of women. 

SOC.6.1.12.EconNE.8.a Analyze the push-pull factors that led to the Great Migration. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.8.a Make evidence-based inferences to explain why the Great Migration led to heightened 
racial tensions, restrictive laws, a rise in repressive organizations, and an increase in 
violence. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.8.b Relate government policies to the prosperity of the country during the 1920s and 
determine the impact of these policies on business and the consumer. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.8.c Identify the conditions that gave rise to the Harlem Renaissance and assess the impact of 
artists, writers, and musicians on American culture. 

Unit #2: The Great Depression

SOC.6.1.12.GeoHE.9.a Determine how agricultural practices, overproduction, and the Dust Bowl intensified the 
worsening economic situation during the Great Depression. 

SOC.6.1.12.EconNE.9.a Explain how economic indicators are used to evaluate the health of the economy (i.e., 
gross domestic product, the consumer price index, the national debt, and the trade 
deficit). 



SOC.6.1.12.EconNE.9.b Compare and contrast the causes and outcomes of the stock market crash in 1929 with 
other periods of economic instability. 

SOC.6.1.12.EconNE.9.c Explain how government can adjust taxes, interest rates, and spending and use other 
policies to restore the country’s economic health. 

SOC.6.1.12.EconNE.9.d Explain the interdependence of various parts of a market economy (i.e., private 
enterprise, government programs, and the Federal Reserve System). 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.9.a Analyze how the actions and policies of the United States government contributed to the 
Great Depression. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCA.9.a Explore the global context of the Great Depression and the reasons for the worldwide 
economic collapse. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryUP.9.a Analyze the impact of the Great Depression on the American family and ethnic and racial 
minorities. 

SOC.6.1.12.CivicsPR.10.a Analyze how the Supreme Court has interpreted the Constitution to define and expand 
individual rights and use evidence to document the long-term impact of these decisions on 
the protection of civil and human rights. 

SOC.6.1.12.CivicsPR.10.b Assess the effectiveness of governmental policies enacted during the New Deal period in 
protecting the welfare of individuals (i.e., FDIC, NLRB, and Social Security). 

SOC.6.1.12.GeoHE.10.a Use primary and secondary sources to explain the effectiveness of New Deal programs 
designed to protect the environment. 

SOC.6.1.12.EconEM.10.a Construct a claim that evaluates short- and long-term impact of the expanded role of 
government on economic policy, capitalism, and society. 

SOC.6.1.12.EconNE.10.a Evaluate the effectiveness of economic regulations and standards established during this 
time period in combating the Great Depression. 

SOC.6.1.12.EconNE.10.b Compare and contrast the economic ideologies of the two major political parties regarding 
the role of government during the New Deal and today. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCA.10.a Explain how Franklin Roosevelt and other key individuals, including minorities and women, 
shaped the core ideologies and policies of the New Deal (i.e., Mary McLeod Bethune, 
Frances Perkins, and Eleanor Roosevelt). 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCA.10.b Use a variety of sources from multiple perspectives to determine the extent to which New 
Deal public works and arts programs impacted New Jersey, the nation, and the 
environment. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCA.10.c Analyze how other nations responded to the Great Depression. 

Unit #3: World War II

SOC.6.1.12.CivicsDP.11.a Use a variety of sources to determine if American policies towards the Japanese during 
WWII were a denial of civil rights. 

SOC.6.1.12.CivicsHR.11.a Assess the responses of the United States and other nations to the violation of human 
rights that occurred during the Holocaust and other genocides. 

SOC.6.1.12.CivicsHR.11.b Explain the reasons for the creation of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, and evaluate the effectiveness of United Nations' human rights policies and 
the commitment of the United States to them. 

SOC.6.1.12.EconET.11.a Evaluate the shift in economic resources from the production of domestic to military 
goods during World War II in terms of opportunity costs and trade-offs and analyze the 
impact of the post-war shift back to domestic production. 

SOC.6.1.12.EconNE.11.a Analyze how scientific advancements, including advancements in agricultural technology, 
impacted the national and global economies and daily life. 



SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.11.a Assess the impact of the arms race and the proliferation of nuclear weapons on world 
power, security, and national foreign policy. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCA.11.a Evaluate the role of New Jersey (i.e., defense industries, Seabrook Farms, military 
installations, and Battleship New Jersey) and prominent New Jersey citizens (i.e., Albert 
Einstein) in World War II. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCA.11.b Evaluate the effectiveness of international agreements following World War I in 
preventing international disputes (e.g., League of Nations, Treaty of Versailles, 
Washington Naval Conference, Kellogg-Briand Pact). 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.11.b Analyze the roles of various alliances among nations and their leaders in the conduct and 
outcomes of the World War II. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryUP.11.b Compare the varying perspectives of victims, survivors, bystanders, rescuers, and 
perpetrators during the Holocaust. 

Unit #5: Postwar America Society: Recovery, Prosperity, and Turmoil

SOC.6.1.12.CivicsPI.13.a Craft an argument as to the effectiveness of the New Jersey Constitution of 1947, New 
Jersey Supreme Court decisions (i.e., Hedgepeth and Williams v. Trenton Board of 
Education), and New Jersey’s laws in eliminating segregation and discrimination. 

SOC.6.1.12.CivicsDP.13.a Analyze the effectiveness of national legislation, policies, and Supreme Court decisions in 
promoting civil liberties and equal opportunities (i.e., the Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights 
Act, the Equal Rights Amendment, Title VII, Title IX, Affirmative Action, Brown v. Board of 
Education, and Roe v. Wade). 

SOC.6.1.12.GeoPP.13.a Make evidence-based inferences to determine the factors that led to migration from 
American cities to suburbs in the 1950s and 1960s and describe how this movement 
impacted cities. 

SOC.6.1.12.GeoPP.13.b Use quantitative data and other sources to describe the extent to which changes in 
national policy impacted immigration to New Jersey and the United States after 1965. 

SOC.6.1.12.GeoHE.13.a Construct an argument on the effectiveness of environmental movements, their influence 
on public attitudes, and the efficacy of the government’s environmental protection 
agencies and laws. 

SOC.6.1.12.EconNE.13.a Relate American economic expansion after World War II to increased consumer demand. 

SOC.6.1.12.EconEM.13.a Explain how individuals and organizations used economic measures as weapons in the 
struggle for civil and human rights (e.g., the Montgomery Bus Boycott, sit downs). 

SOC.6.1.12.EconNE.13.b Evaluate the effectiveness of economic policies that sought to combat post-World War II 
inflation. 

SOC.6.1.12.EconNE.13.c Evaluate the effectiveness of social legislation that was enacted to end poverty in the 
1960s and today by assessing the economic impact on the economy (e.g., inflation, 
recession, taxation, deficit spending, employment, education). 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.13.a Compare and contrast the leadership and ideology of Martin Luther King, Jr., and Malcolm 
X during the Civil Rights Movement, and evaluate their legacies. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.13.b Explore the reasons for the changing role of women in the labor force in post-WWII 
America and determine its impact on society, politics, and the economy. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.13.c Determine the impetus for the Civil Rights Movement and generate an evidence-based 
argument that evaluates the federal actions taken to ensure civil rights for African 
Americans. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.13.d Analyze the successes and failures of women’s rights organizations, the American Indian 
Movement, and La Raza in their pursuit of civil rights and equal opportunities. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryUP.13.a Determine the extent to which suburban living and television supported conformity and 



stereotyping during this time period, while new music, art, and literature acted as 
catalysts for the counterculture movement. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistorySE.13.a Use a variety of sources to explain the relationship between the changing role of women 
in the labor force and changes in family structure. 

Unit #4: Cold War Conflicts

SOC.6.1.12.EconNE.12.a Explain the implications and outcomes of the Space Race from the perspectives of the 
scientific community, the government, and the people. 

SOC.6.1.12.EconGE.12.a Assess the impact of agricultural innovation on the world economy. 

SOC.6.1.12.EconEM.12.a Assess the role of the public and private sectors in promoting economic growth and 
ensuring economic stability. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.12.a Examine constitutional issues involving war powers, as they relate to United States 
military intervention in the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and other conflicts. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.12.b Analyze the impact of American governmental policies on independence movements in 
Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.12.c Analyze efforts to eliminate communism, such as McCarthyism, and their impact on 
individual civil liberties. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.12.d Explain how the development and proliferation of nuclear weapons affected international 
relations. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.12.e Analyze ideological differences and other factors that contributed to the Cold War and to 
United States involvement in conflicts intended to contain communism, including the 
Korean War, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and the Vietnam War. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistorySE.12.a Explain the reasons for the creation of the United Nations and evaluate the effectiveness 
of United Nations' human rights policies and the commitment of the United States to 
them. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistorySE.12.b Use a variety of sources to explain how the Arab-Israeli conflict influenced American 
foreign policy. 

Unit #6: Decades of Conservatism

SOC.6.1.12.CivicsPI.14.a Draw from multiple perspectives to evaluate the effectiveness and fairness of the 
processes by which local, state, and national officials are elected. 

SOC.6.1.12.CivicsPI.14.b Use case studies and evidence to evaluate the effectiveness of the checks and balances 
system in preventing one branch of national government from usurping too much power 
during contemporary times. 

SOC.6.1.12.CivicsPI.14.c Analyze how the Supreme Court has interpreted the Constitution to define and expand 
individual rights and use evidence to document the long-term impact of these decisions on 
the protection of civil and human rights. 

SOC.6.1.12.CivicsPI.14.d Use primary sources representing multiple perspectives and data to determine the 
effectiveness of the federal government in addressing health care, income equality, and 
immigration. 

SOC.6.1.12.CivicsCM.14.a Use a variety of evidence, including quantitative data, to evaluate the impact community 
groups and state policies have had on increasing the youth vote. 

SOC.6.1.12.CivicsPD.14.a Draw from multiple perspectives and cite evidence to explain the conflicting ideologies 
and actions of political parties regarding spending priorities, the role of government in the 
economy, and social reforms. 



SOC.6.1.12.CivicsDP.14.a Draw from multiple perspectives and cite evidence to determine the extent to which 
nongovernmental organizations, special interest groups, third party political groups, and 
the media affect public policy. 

SOC.6.1.12.GeoPP.14.a Use data and other evidence to determine the impact of recent immigration and migration 
patterns in New Jersey and the United States on demographic, social, economic, and 
political issues. 

SOC.6.1.12.GeoPP.14.b Use evidence to document how regionalization, urbanization, and suburbanization have 
led to social and economic reform movements in New Jersey and the United States. 

SOC.6.1.12.GeoHE.14.a Evaluate the impact of individual, business, and government decisions and actions on the 
environment and climate change and assess the efficacy of government policies and 
agencies in New Jersey and the United States in addressing these decisions. 

SOC.6.1.12.EconNE.14.a Use economic indicators to evaluate the effectiveness of state and national fiscal (i.e., 
government spending and taxation) and monetary (i.e., interest rates) policies. 

SOC.6.1.12.GeoNE.14.b Use financial and economic data to determine the causes of the financial collapse of 2008 
and evaluate the effectiveness of the government’s attempts to alleviate the hardships 
brought on by the Great Recession. 

SOC.6.1.12.EconET.14.a Use current events to judge what extent the government should intervene at the local, 
state, and national levels on issues related to the economy. 

SOC.6.1.12.EconET.14.b Analyze economic trends, income distribution, labor participation (i.e., employment, the 
composition of the work force), and government and consumer debt and their impact on 
society. 

SOC.6.1.12.EconEM.14.a Relate the changing manufacturing, service, science, and technology industries and 
educational opportunities to the economy and social dynamics in New Jersey. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCA.14.a Analyze campaign speeches and debates and other sources to determine the extent to 
which presidential candidates’ rhetoric was inclusive, expansive, stereotypical or biased. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCA.14.b Create an evidence-based argument that assesses the effectiveness of actions taken to 
address the causes of continuing racial tensions and violence. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCA.14.c Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs, products (i.e., art, food, music, and 
literature), and practices in shaping contemporary American culture. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.14.a Develop an argument based on a variety of sources that compares George H.W. Bush’s 
Iraqi policy with George W. Bush’s. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistorySE.14.a Explore the various ways women, racial and ethnic minorities, the LGBTQ community, and 
individuals with disabilities have contributed to the American economy, politics and 
society. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistorySE.14.b Use a variety of sources from diverse perspective to analyze the social, economic and 
political contributions of marginalized and underrepresented groups and/or individuals. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistorySE.14.c Analyze the use of eminent domain in New Jersey and the United States from the 
perspective of local, state, and the federal government as it relates to the economy. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryUP.14.a Determine how the 9/11 attacks contributed to the debate over national security and civil 
liberties. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.14.b Make evidenced-based inferences about the role of partisan politics in presidential 
impeachments and trials. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.14.c Evaluate the decisions to wage war in Iraq and Afghanistan after the 9/11 attacks. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.14.d Evaluate the role of religion on cultural and social norms, public opinion, and political 
decisions. 

Unit #7: American into the 21st century



SOC.6.1.12.CivicsPR.15.a Analyze the factors that led to the fall of communism in Eastern European countries and 
the Soviet Union and determine how the fall influenced the global power structure. 

SOC.6.1.12.CivicsHR.15.a Evaluate the role of diplomacy in international conflicts and policies relating to refugees 
and asylum seekers. 

SOC.6.1.12.EconNE.15.a Assess economic priorities related to international and domestic needs, as reflected in the 
national budget. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.15.a Assess the impact of the arms race and the proliferation of nuclear weapons on world 
power, security, and national foreign policy. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.15.b Analyze the impact of United States support for the policies and actions of the United 
Nations (i.e., Universal Declaration of Human Rights, United Nations Sustainability Goals) 
and other international organizations. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.15.c Evaluate the effectiveness of United States policies and actions in supporting the 
economic and democratic growth of developing nations. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistorySE.15.a Explain how and why religious tensions, historic differences, and a western dependence 
on oil in the Middle East have led to international conflicts and analyze the effectiveness 
of United States policy and actions in bringing peaceful resolutions to the region. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistorySE.15.b Analyze the reasons for terrorism and the impact that terrorism has had on individuals and 
government policies and assess the effectiveness of actions taken by the United States 
and other nations to prevent terrorism. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistorySE.15.c Evaluate the role of diplomacy in developing peaceful relations, alliances, and global 
agreements with other nations. 

SOC.6.1.12.CivicsPD.16.a Construct a claim to describe how media and technology has impacted civic participation 
and deliberation. 

SOC.6.1.12.CivicsPR.16.a Analyze government efforts to address intellectual property rights, personal privacy, and 
other ethical issues in science, medicine, and business that arise from the global use of 
new technologies. 

SOC.6.1.12.GeoHE.16.a Explain why natural resources (i.e., fossil fuels, food, and water) continue to be a source of 
conflict and analyze how the United States and other nations have addressed issues 
concerning the distribution and sustainability of natural resources and climate change. 

SOC.6.1.12.EconGE.16.a Use quantitative data and other sources to assess the impact of international trade, global 
business organizations, and overseas competition on the United States economy and 
workforce. 

SOC.6.1.12.EconNE.16.a Make evidenced-base inferences regarding the impact of technology on the global 
workforce and on entrepreneurship. 

SOC.6.1.12.EconNE.16.b Evaluate the economic, political, and social impact of new and emerging technologies on 
individuals and nations. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryUP.16.a Analyze the impact of American culture on other world cultures and determine the impact 
of social media on the dissemination of American culture. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.16.a Assess from various perspectives the effectiveness with which the United States 
government addresses economic issues that affect individuals, business, and/or other 
countries. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.16.b Determine past and present factors that led to the widening of the gap between the rich 
and poor, and evaluate how this has affected individuals and society. 

Unit #8 - Active Citizenship

SOC.6.3.12.CivicsPD.1 Develop plan for public accountability and transparency in government related to a 



particular issue(s) and share the plan with appropriate government officials. 

SOC.6.3.12.CivicsHR.1 Compare current case studies involving slavery, child labor, or other unfair labor practices 
in the United States with those of other nations and evaluate the extent to which these 
human rights violations are a universal problem. 

SOC.6.3.12.GeoGI.1 Collaborate with students from other countries to develop possible solutions to an issue of 
environmental justice, including climate change and water scarcity, and present those 
solutions to relevant national and international governmental and/or nongovernmental 
organizations. 

SOC.6.3.12.EconGE.1 Participate in a simulated meeting (e.g., President's Council, World Bank, International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), research evidence from multiple sources about an economic 
problem (e.g., inflation, unemployment, deficit), and develop a plan of action. 

SOC.6.3.12.HistorySE.1 Analyze the impact of current governmental practices and laws affecting national security 
and/or First Amendment rights and privacy (e.g., immigration, refugees, seizure of 
personal property, juvenile detention, listening devices, deportation, religion in schools). 

SOC.6.3.12.HistoryCA.12 Analyze a current foreign policy issue by considering current and historical perspectives, 
examining strategies, and presenting possible actions. 

College, Career & Civic Life: C3 Framework for Social Studies

Dimension 1: Developing Questions & Planning Inquiries

SOC.9-12.D1.1.9-12 Explain how a question reflects an enduring issue in the field. 

SOC.9-12.D1.2.9-12 Explain points of agreement and disagreement experts have about interpretations and 
applications of disciplinary concepts and ideas associated with a compelling question. 

SOC.9-12.D1.3.9-12 Explain points of agreement and disagreement experts have about interpretations and 
applications of disciplinary concepts and ideas associated with a supporting question. 

SOC.9-12.D1.4.9-12 Explain how supporting questions contribute to an inquiry and how, through engaging 
source work, new compelling and supporting questions emerge. 

SOC.9-12.D1.5.9-12 Determine the kinds of sources that will be helpful in answering compelling and 
supporting questions, taking into consideration multiple points of view represented in the 
sources, the types of sources available, and the potential uses of the sources. 

Dimension 2: Applying Disciplinary Concepts & Tools

Civics

SOC.9-12.D2.Civ.1.9-12 Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of local, state, tribal, national, and 
international civic and political institutions. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Civ.2.9-12 Analyze the role of citizens in the U.S. political system, with attention to various theories 
of democracy, changes in Americans’ participation over time, and alternative models from 
other countries, past and present. 



SOC.9-12.D2.Civ.3.9-12 Analyze the impact of constitutions, laws, treaties, and international agreements on the 
maintenance of national and international order. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Civ.4.9-12 Explain how the U.S. Constitution establishes a system of government that has powers, 
responsibilities, and limits that have changed over time and that are still contested. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Civ.5.9-12 Evaluate citizens’ and institutions’ effectiveness in addressing social and political problems 
at the local, state, tribal, national, and/or international level. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Civ.6.9-12 Critique relationships among governments, civil societies, and economic markets. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Civ.7.9-12 Apply civic virtues and democratic principles when working with others. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Civ.8.9-12 Evaluate social and political systems in different contexts, times, and places, that promote 
civic virtues and enact democratic principles. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Civ.9.9-12 Use appropriate deliberative processes in multiple settings. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Civ.10.9-12 Analyze the impact and the appropriate roles of personal interests and perspectives on 
the application of civic virtues, democratic principles, constitutional rights, and human 
rights. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Civ.11.9-12 Evaluate multiple procedures for making governmental decisions at the local, state, 
national, and international levels in terms of the civic purposes achieved. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Civ.12.9-12 Analyze how people use and challenge local, state, national, and international laws to 
address a variety of public issues. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Civ.13.9-12 Evaluate public policies in terms of intended and unintended outcomes, and related 
consequences. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Civ.14.9-12 Analyze historical, contemporary, and emerging means of changing societies, promoting 
the common good, and protecting rights. 

Economics

SOC.9-12.D2.Eco.1.9-12 Analyze how incentives influence choices that may result in policies with a range of costs 
and benefits for different groups. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Eco.2.9-12 Use marginal benefits and marginal costs to construct an argument for or against an 
approach or solution to an economic issue. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Eco.3.9-12 Analyze the ways in which incentives influence what is produced and distributed in a 
market system. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Eco.4.9-12 Evaluate the extent to which competition among sellers and among buyers exists in 
specific markets. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Eco.5.9-12 Describe the consequences of competition in specific markets. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Eco.6.9-12 Generate possible explanations for a government role in markets when market 
inefficiencies exist. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Eco.7.9-12 Use benefits and costs to evaluate the effectiveness of government policies to improve 
market outcomes. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Eco.8.9-12 Describe the possible consequences, both intended and unintended, of government 
policies to improve market outcomes. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Eco.9.9-12 Describe the roles of institutions such as clearly defined property rights and the rule of law 
in a market economy. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Eco.10.9-12 Use current data to explain the influence of changes in spending, production, and the 
money supply on various economic conditions. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Eco.11.9-12 Use economic indicators to analyze the current and future state of the economy. 



SOC.9-12.D2.Eco.12.9-12 Evaluate the selection of monetary and fiscal policies in a variety of economic conditions. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Eco.13.9-12 Explain why advancements in technology and investments in capital goods and human 
capital increase economic growth and standards of living. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Eco.14.9-12 Analyze the role of comparative advantage in international trade of goods and services. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Eco.15.9-12 Explain how current globalization trends and policies affect economic growth, labor 
markets, rights of citizens, the environment, and resource and income distribution in 
different nations. 

Geography

SOC.9-12.D2.Geo.1.9-12 Use geospatial and related technologies to create maps to display and explain the spatial 
patterns of cultural and environmental characteristics. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Geo.2.9-12 Use maps, satellite images, photographs, and other representations to explain 
relationships between the locations of places and regions and their political, cultural, and 
economic dynamics. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Geo.3.9-12 Use geographic data to analyze variations in the spatial patterns of cultural and 
environmental characteristics at multiple scales. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Geo.4.9-12 Analyze relationships and interactions within and between human and physical systems to 
explain reciprocal influences that occur among them. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Geo.5.9-12 Evaluate how political and economic decisions throughout time have influenced cultural 
and environmental characteristics of various places and regions. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Geo.6.9-12 Evaluate the impact of human settlement activities on the environmental and cultural 
characteristics of specific places and regions. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Geo.7.9-12 Analyze the reciprocal nature of how historical events and the spatial diffusion of ideas, 
technologies, and cultural practices have influenced migration patterns and the 
distribution of human population. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Geo.8.9-12 Evaluate the impact of economic activities and political decisions on spatial patterns 
within and among urban, suburban, and rural regions. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Geo.9.9-12 Evaluate the influence of long-term climate variability on human migration and settlement 
patterns, resource use, and land uses at local-to-global scales. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Geo.10.9-12 Evaluate how changes in the environmental and cultural characteristics of a place or 
region influence spatial patterns of trade and land use. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Geo.11.9-12 Evaluate how economic globalization and the expanding use of scarce resources 
contribute to conflict and cooperation within and among countries. 

SOC.9-12.D2.Geo.12.9-12 Evaluate the consequences of human-made and natural catastrophes on global trade, 
politics, and human migration. 

History

SOC.9-12.D2.His.1.9-12 Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by unique circumstances 
of time and place as well as broader historical contexts. 

SOC.9-12.D2.His.2.9-12 Analyze change and continuity in historical eras. 

SOC.9-12.D2.His.3.9-12 Use questions generated about individuals and groups to assess how the significance of 
their actions changes over time and is shaped by the historical context. 

SOC.9-12.D2.His.4.9-12 Analyze complex and interacting factors that influenced the perspectives of people during 
different historical eras. 



SOC.9-12.D2.His.5.9-12 Analyze how historical contexts shaped and continue to shape people’s perspectives. 

SOC.9-12.D2.His.6.9-12 Analyze the ways in which the perspectives of those writing history shaped the history 
that they produced. 

SOC.9-12.D2.His.7.9-12 Explain how the perspectives of people in the present shape interpretations of the past. 

SOC.9-12.D2.His.8.9-12 Analyze how current interpretations of the past are limited by the extent to which 
available historical sources represent perspectives of people at the time. 

SOC.9-12.D2.His.9.9-12 Analyze the relationship between historical sources and the secondary interpretations 
made from them. 

SOC.9-12.D2.His.10.9-12 Detect possible limitations in various kinds of historical evidence and differing secondary 
interpretations. 

SOC.9-12.D2.His.11.9-12 Critique the usefulness of historical sources for a specific historical inquiry based on their 
maker, date, place of origin, intended audience, and purpose. 

SOC.9-12.D2.His.12.9-12 Use questions generated about multiple historical sources to pursue further inquiry and 
investigate additional sources. 

SOC.9-12.D2.His.13.9-12 Critique the appropriateness of the historical sources used in a secondary interpretation. 

SOC.9-12.D2.His.14.9-12 Analyze multiple and complex causes and effects of events in the past. 

SOC.9-12.D2.His.15.9-12 Distinguish between long-term causes and triggering events in developing a historical 
argument. 

SOC.9-12.D2.His.16.9-12 Integrate evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and interpretations into a 
reasoned argument about the past. 

SOC.9-12.D2.His.17.9-12 Critique the central arguments in secondary works of history on related topics in multiple 
media in terms of their historical accuracy. 

Dimension 3: Evaluating Sources & Using Evidence

SOC.9-12.D3.1.9-12 Gather relevant information from multiple sources representing a wide range of views 
while using the origin, authority, structure, context, and corroborative value of the sources 
to guide the selection. 

SOC.9-12.D3.2.9-12 Evaluate the credibility of a source by examining how experts value the source. 

SOC.9-12.D3.3.9-12 Identify evidence that draws information directly and substantively from multiple sources 
to detect inconsistencies in evidence in order to revise or strengthen claims. 

SOC.9-12.D3.4.9-12 Refine claims and counterclaims attending to precision, significance, and knowledge 
conveyed through the claim while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both. 

Dimension 4: Communicating Conclusions & Taking Informed Action

SOC.9-12.D4.1.9-12 Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with evidence from 
multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and evidentiary weaknesses. 

SOC.9-12.D4.2.9-12 Construct explanations using sound reasoning, correct sequence (linear or non-linear), 
examples, and details with significant and pertinent information and data, while 
acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanation given its purpose (e.g., 
cause and effect, chronological, procedural, technical). 

SOC.9-12.D4.3.9-12 Present adaptations of arguments and explanations that feature evocative ideas and 
perspectives on issues and topics to reach a range of audiences and venues outside the 
classroom using print and oral technologies (e.g., posters, essays, letters, debates, 
speeches, reports, and maps) and digital technologies (e.g., Internet, social media, and 



digital documentary). 

SOC.9-12.D4.4.9-12 Critique the use of claims and evidence in arguments for credibility. 

SOC.9-12.D4.5.9-12 Critique the use of the reasoning, sequencing, and supporting details of explanations. 

SOC.9-12.D4.6.9-12 Use disciplinary and interdisciplinary lenses to understand the characteristics and causes 
of local, regional, and global problems; instances of such problems in multiple contexts; 
and challenges and opportunities faced by those trying to address these problems over 
time and place. 

SOC.9-12.D4.7.9-12 Assess options for individual and collective action to address local, regional, and global 
problems by engaging in self-reflection, strategy identification, and complex causal 
reasoning. 

SOC.9-12.D4.8.9-12 Apply a range of deliberative and democratic strategies and procedures to make decisions 
and take action in their classrooms, schools, and out-of-school civic contexts. 

2016 New Jersey Student Learning Standards: Reading

LA.RH.11-12.2 Determine the theme, central ideas, information and/or perspective(s) presented in a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events, ideas 
and/or author’s perspective(s) develop over the course of the text. 

LA.RH.11-12.3 Evaluate various perspectives for actions or events; determine which explanation best 
accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

LA.RH.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a 
text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

LA.RH.11-12.5 Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is structured, including how key 
sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text contribute to the whole. 

LA.RH.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 
media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a 
question or solve a problem. 

LA.RH.11-12.8 Evaluate an author’s claims, reasoning, and evidence by corroborating or challenging them 
with other sources. 

LA.RH.11-12.9 Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent 
understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

LA.RH.11-12.10 By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 11-
CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: Writing

LA.WHST.11-12.1.A Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), 
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that 
logically sequences the claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

LA.WHST.11-12.1.B Develop claim(s) and counterclaims using sound reasoning and thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant data and evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations 
of both claim(s) and counterclaims in a discipline appropriate form that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 

LA.WHST.11-12.1.C Use transitions (e.g., words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons 
and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 



LA.WHST.11-12.1.D Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., 
formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions 
of the discipline in which they are writing. 

LA.WHST.11-12.1.E Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented. 

LA.WHST.11-12.2.A Introduce a topic and organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new 
element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting 
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

LA.WHST.11-12.2.B Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

LA.WHST.11-12.2.C Use varied transitions and sentence structures to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

LA.WHST.11-12.2.D Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary and techniques such as metaphor, 
simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic; convey a knowledgeable stance 
in a style that responds to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely 
readers. 

LA.WHST.11-12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

LA.WHST.11-12.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 
purpose and audience. 

LA.WHST.11-12.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update writing products in 
response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information. 

LA.WHST.11-12.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including 
a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when 
appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of 
the subject under investigation. 

LA.WHST.11-12.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 
advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms 
of the specific task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively 
to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and 
following a standard format for citation. 

LA.WHST.11-12.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

LA.WHST.11-12.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: Career Readiness, Life Literacies & Key Skills

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills Practices

CRP.K-12.CRP1 Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

CRP.K-12.CRP2 Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP.K-12.CRP3 Attend to personal health and financial well-being. 



CRP.K-12.CRP4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP.K-12.CRP5 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP.K-12.CRP6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

CRP.K-12.CRP7 Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP.K-12.CRP8 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

CRP.K-12.CRP9 Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 

CRP.K-12.CRP10 Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 

CRP.K-12.CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity. 

CRP.K-12.CRP12 Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

9.2 Career Awareness

WRK.9.2.12.CAP.1 Analyze unemployment rates for workers with different levels of education and how the 
economic, social, and political conditions of a time period are affected by a recession. 

WRK.9.2.12.CAP.2 Develop college and career readiness skills by participating in opportunities such as 
structured learning experiences, apprenticeships, and dual enrollment programs. 

WRK.9.2.12.CAP.3 Investigate how continuing education contributes to one's career and personal growth. 

WRK.9.2.12.CAP.4 Evaluate different careers and develop various plans (e.g., costs of public, private, training 
schools) and timetables for achieving them, including educational/training requirements, 
costs, loans, and debt repayment. 

WRK.9.2.12.CAP.5 Assess and modify a personal plan to support current interests and post-secondary plans. 

WRK.9.2.12.CAP.6 Identify transferable skills in career choices and design alternative career plans based on 
those skills. 

WRK.9.2.12.CAP.7 Use online resources to examine licensing, certification, and credentialing requirements at 
the local, state, and national levels to maintain compliance with industry requirements in 
areas of career interest. 

WRK.9.2.12.CAP.8 Determine job entrance criteria (e.g., education credentials, math/writing/reading 
comprehension tests, drug tests) used by employers in various industry sectors. 

WRK.9.2.12.CAP.9 Locate information on working papers, what is required to obtain them, and who must 
sign them. 

WRK.9.2.12.CAP.10 Identify strategies for reducing overall costs of postsecondary education (e.g., tuition 
assistance, loans, grants, scholarships, and student loans). 

WRK.9.2.12.CAP.11 Demonstrate an understanding of Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
requirements to apply for postsecondary education. 

WRK.9.2.12.CAP.12 Explain how compulsory government programs (e.g., Social Security, Medicare) provide 
insurance against some loss of income and benefits to eligible recipients. 

WRK.9.2.12.CAP.13 Analyze how the economic, social, and political conditions of a time period can affect the 
labor market. 

WRK.9.2.12.CAP.14 Analyze and critique various sources of income and available resources (e.g., financial 
assets, property, and transfer payments) and how they may substitute for earned income. 

WRK.9.2.12.CAP.15 Demonstrate how exemptions, deductions, and deferred income (e.g., retirement or 
medical) can reduce taxable income. 

WRK.9.2.12.CAP.16 Explain why taxes are withheld from income and the relationship of federal, state, and 
local taxes (e.g., property, income, excise, and sales) and how the money collected is used 
by local, county, state, and federal governments. 



WRK.9.2.12.CAP.17 Analyze the impact of the collective bargaining process on benefits, income, and fair labor 
practice. 

WRK.9.2.12.CAP.18 Differentiate between taxable and nontaxable income from various forms of employment 
(e.g., cash business, tips, tax filing and withholding). 

WRK.9.2.12.CAP.19 Explain the purpose of payroll deductions and why fees for various benefits (e.g., medical 
benefits) are taken out of pay, including the cost of employee benefits to employers and 
self-employment income. 

WRK.9.2.12.CAP.20 Analyze a Federal and State Income Tax Return. 

WRK.9.2.12.CAP.21 Explain low-cost and low-risk ways to start a business. 

WRK.9.2.12.CAP.22 Compare risk and reward potential and use the comparison to decide whether starting a 
business is feasible. 

WRK.9.2.12.CAP.23 Identify different ways to obtain capital for starting a business. 

9.3 Life Literacies and Key Skills

TECH.9.4.12.CI.1 Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas (e.g., 
1.1.12prof.CR3a). 

TECH.9.4.12.CI.2 Identify career pathways that highlight personal talents, skills, and abilities (e.g., 
1.4.12prof.CR2b, 2.2.12.LF.8). 

TECH.9.4.12.CI.3 Investigate new challenges and opportunities for personal growth, advancement, and 
transition (e.g., 2.1.12.PGD.1). 

TECH.9.4.12.CT.1 Identify problem-solving strategies used in the development of an innovative product or 
practice (e.g., 1.1.12acc.C1b, 2.2.12.PF.3). 

TECH.9.4.12.CT.2 Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical thinking and problem 
solving (e.g., 1.3E.12profCR3.a). 

TECH.9.4.12.CT.3 Enlist input from a variety of stakeholders (e.g., community members, experts in the field) 
to design a service learning activity that addresses a local or global issue (e.g., 
environmental justice). 

TECH.9.4.12.CT.4 Participate in online strategy and planning sessions for course-based, school-based, or 
other project and determine the strategies that contribute to effective outcomes. 

TECH.9.4.12.DC.1 Explain the beneficial and harmful effects that intellectual property laws can have on the 
creation and sharing of content (e.g., 6.1.12.CivicsPR.16.a). 

TECH.9.4.12.DC.2 Compare and contrast international differences in copyright laws and ethics. 

TECH.9.4.12.DC.3 Evaluate the social and economic implications of privacy in the context of safety, law, or 
ethics (e.g., 6.3.12.HistoryCA.1). 

TECH.9.4.12.DC.4 Explain the privacy concerns related to the collection of data (e.g., cookies) and generation 
of data through automated processes that may not be evident to users (e.g., 8.1.12.NI.3). 

TECH.9.4.12.DC.5 Debate laws and regulations that impact the development and use of software. 

TECH.9.4.12.DC.6 Select information to post online that positively impacts personal image and future college 
and career opportunities. 

TECH.9.4.12.DC.7 Evaluate the influence of digital communities on the nature, content and responsibilities 
of careers, and other aspects of society (e.g., 6.1.12.CivicsPD.16.a). 

TECH.9.4.12.DC.8 Explain how increased network connectivity and computing capabilities of everyday 
objects allow for innovative technological approaches to climate protection. 

TECH.9.4.12.TL.1 Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility options, capacities, and utility 
for accomplishing a specified task (e.g., W.11-12.6.). 



TECH.9.4.12.TL.2 Generate data using formula-based calculations in a spreadsheet and draw conclusions 
about the data. 

TECH.9.4.12.TL.3 Analyze the effectiveness of the process and quality of collaborative environments. 

TECH.9.4.12.TL.4 Collaborate in online learning communities or social networks or virtual worlds to analyze 
and propose a resolution to a real-world problem (e.g., 7.1.AL.IPERS.6). 

TECH.9.4.12.GCA.1 Collaborate with individuals to analyze a variety of potential solutions to climate change 
effects and determine why some solutions (e.g., political. economic, cultural) may work 
better than others (e.g., SL.11-12.1., HS-ETS1-1, HS-ETS1-2, HS-ETS1-4, 6.3.12.GeoGI.1, 
7.1.IH.IPERS.6, 7.1.IL.IPERS.7, 8.2.12.ETW.3). 

TECH.9.4.12.IML.1 Compare search browsers and recognize features that allow for filtering of information. 

TECH.9.4.12.IML.2 Evaluate digital sources for timeliness, accuracy, perspective, credibility of the source, and 
relevance of information, in media, data, or other resources (e.g., NJSLSA.W8, Social 
Studies Practice: Gathering and Evaluating Sources. 

TECH.9.4.12.IML.3 Analyze data using tools and models to make valid and reliable claims, or to determine 
optimal design solutions (e.g., S-ID.B.6a., 8.1.12.DA.5, 7.1.IH.IPRET.8). 

TECH.9.4.12.IML.4 Assess and critique the appropriateness and impact of existing data visualizations for an 
intended audience (e.g., S-ID.B.6b, HS-LS2-4). 

TECH.9.4.12.IML.5 Evaluate, synthesize, and apply information on climate change from various sources 
appropriately (e.g., 2.1.12.CHSS.6, S.IC.B.4, S.IC.B.6, 8.1.12.DA.1, 6.1.12.GeoHE.14.a, 
7.1.AL.PRSNT.2). 

TECH.9.4.12.IML.6 Use various types of media to produce and store information on climate change for 
different purposes and audiences with sensitivity to cultural, gender, and age diversity 
(e.g., NJSLSA.SL5). 

TECH.9.4.12.IML.7 Develop an argument to support a claim regarding a current workplace or societal/ethical 
issue such as climate change (e.g., NJSLSA.W1, 7.1.AL.PRSNT.4). 

TECH.9.4.12.IML.8 Evaluate media sources for point of view, bias, and motivations (e.g., NJSLSA.R6, 
7.1.AL.IPRET.6). 

TECH.9.4.12.IML.9 Analyze the decisions creators make to reveal explicit and implicit messages within 
information and media (e.g., 1.5.12acc.C2a, 7.1.IL.IPRET.4). 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards- Computer Science & Design Thinking

CS.9-12.8.1.12.IC.1 Evaluate the ways computing impacts personal, ethical, social, economic, and cultural 
practices. 

CS.9-12.8.1.12.IC.2 Test and refine computational artifacts to reduce bias and equity deficits. 

CS.9-12.8.1.12.IC.3 Predict the potential impacts and implications of emerging technologies on larger social, 
economic, and political structures, using evidence from credible sources. 

CS.9-12.8.2.12.EC.1 Analyze controversial technological issues and determine the degree to which individuals, 
businesses, and governments have an ethical role in decisions that are made. 

CS.9-12.8.2.12.EC.2 Assess the positive and negative impacts of emerging technologies on developing 
countries and evaluate how individuals, non-profit organizations, and governments have 
responded. 

CS.9-12.8.2.12.EC.3 Synthesize data, analyze trends, and draw conclusions regarding the effect of a technology 
on the individual, culture, society, and environment and share this information with the 
appropriate audience. 

CS.9-12.8.2.12.NT.1 Explain how different groups can contribute to the overall design of a product. 

CS.9-12.8.2.12.NT.2 Redesign an existing product to improve form or function. 



CS.9-12.8.2.12.ETW.1 Evaluate ethical considerations regarding the sustainability of environmental resources 
that are used for the design, creation, and maintenance of a chosen product. 

CS.9-12.8.2.12.ETW.2 Synthesize and analyze data collected to monitor the effects of a technological product or 
system on the environment. 

CS.9-12.8.2.12.ETW.3 Identify a complex, global environmental or climate change issue, develop a systemic plan 
of investigation, and propose an innovative sustainable solution. 

CS.9-12.8.2.12.ETW.4 Research historical tensions between environmental and economic considerations as 
driven by human needs and wants in the development of a technological product and 
present the competing viewpoints. 

CS.9-12.8.2.12.ITH.1 Analyze a product to determine the impact that economic, political, social, and/or cultural 
factors have had on its design, including its design constraints. 

CS.9-12.8.2.12.ITH.2 Propose an innovation to meet future demands supported by an analysis of the potential 
costs, benefits, trade-offs, and risks related to the use of the innovation. 

CS.9-12.8.2.12.ITH.3 Analyze the impact that globalization, social media, and access to open source 
technologies has had on innovation and on a society’s economy, politics, and culture. 


