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New Jersey Learning Standards- Music Composition & Theory Proficent
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Describe how sounds and short musical ideas can be used to represent personal
experiences, moods, visual images, and/or storylines.

Assemble and organize sounds or short musical ideas to create initial expressions of
selected experiences, moods, images or storylines.

Identify and describe the development of sounds or short musical ideas in drafts of music
within simple forms (e.g., one part, cyclical, binary).

Identify, describe and apply teacher-provided criteria to assess and refine the technical
and expressive aspects of evolving drafts leading to final versions.

Share music through the use of notation, performance or technology, and demonstrate
how the elements of music have been employed to realize expressive intent.

Identify and select specific excerpts, passages, or sections in musical works that express a
personal experience, mood, visual image, or storyline in simple forms (e.g., one-part,
cyclical, binary).

Analyze how the elements of music (including form) of selected works relate to style and
mood and explain the implications for rehearsal or performance.

Develop interpretations of works based on an understanding of the use of elements of
music, style and mood, explaining how the interpretive choices reflect the creator’s intent.

Create rehearsal plans for works, identifying repetition and variation within the form.

Using established criteria and feedback, identify the way(s) in which performances convey
the elements of music, style and mood.

Identify and implement strategies for improving the technical and expressive aspects of
multiple works.

Share live or recorded performances of works (both personal and others’) and explain how
the elements of music are used to convey intent.

Identify how compositions are appropriate for an audience or context, and how this will
shape future compositions.

Apply teacher-provided criteria to select music that expresses a personal experience,
mood, visual image, or storyline in simple forms (e.g., one-part, cyclical, binary), and
describe the choices as models for composition.

Analyze aurally and/or by reading the elements of music (including form) of musical
works, relating them to style, mood and context, and describe how the analysis provides
models for personal growth as a composer, performer and/or listener.

Develop and explain interpretations of varied works, demonstrating an understanding of
the composer’s intent by citing technical and expressive aspects as well as the style/genre
of each work.

Describe the effectiveness of the technical and expressive aspects of selected music and
performances, demonstrating an understanding of the fundamentals of music theory.

Describe the way(s) in which critiquing others’ work and receiving feedback from others
can be applied in the personal creative process.



MU.9-12.1.3B.12prof.Cn10a Demonstrate how interests, knowledge and skills relate to personal choices and intent
when creating, performing, and responding to music.

MU.9-12.1.3B.12prof.Cnlla Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other
disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.

Career Readiness, Life Skills Standards

WRK.K-12.P.1 Act as a responsible and contributing community members and employee.

WRK.K-12.P.2 Attend to financial well-being.

WRK.K-12.P.3 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.

WRK.K-12.P.4 Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

WRK.K-12.P.5 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.

WRK.K-12.P.6 Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.

WRK.K-12.P.7 Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.

WRK.K-12.P.8 Use technology to enhance productivity increase collaboration and communicate
effectively.

WRK.K-12.P.9 Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence.

Interdisciplinary Connections

In Intro to Music classes, students use visual aids or read lyrics which associates to language arts classes.
Students use math through counting, adding, and subdividing beats as they learn to ready rhythms.
Additionally, classes relate to social studies through the connection of music to various regions of the world
and time periods/genres from which they derive. Finally, music classes connect to science through the
explanation of how waves create sound.

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.SL1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with
diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and
persuasively.

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.SL2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including
visually, quantitatively, and orally.

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.SL4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the
line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience.

CRP.K-12.CRP10 Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.

CRP.K-12.CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity.

CRP.K-12.CRP12 Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
CAEP.9.2.12.C.1 Review career goals and determine steps necessary for attainment.
CAEP.9.2.12.C.3 Identify transferable career skills and design alternate career plans.
TECH.9.4.12.CI.1 Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas (e.g.,

1.1.12prof.CR3a).

TECH.9.4.12.CI.2 Identify career pathways that highlight personal talents, skills, and abilities (e.g.,



TECH.9.4.12.CI.3

TECH.9.4.12.DC.7

TECH.9.4.12.IML.4

TECH.9.4.12.IML.9

1.4.12prof.CR2b, 2.2.12.LF.8).

Investigate new challenges and opportunities for personal growth, advancement, and
transition (e.g., 2.1.12.PGD.1).

Evaluate the influence of digital communities on the nature, content and responsibilities
of careers, and other aspects of society (e.g., 6.1.12.CivicsPD.16.a).

Assess and critique the appropriateness and impact of existing data visualizations for an
intended audience (e.g., S-1D.B.6b, HS-LS2-4).

Analyze the decisions creators make to reveal explicit and implicit messages within
information and media (e.g., 1.5.12acc.C2a, 7.1.IL.IPRET.4).



