
Guitar
Content Area: Performing Arts
Course(s): Introduction to Guitar, Advanced Guitar Workshop
Time Period: First Marking Period
Length: Full Year
Status: Published

New Jersey Learning Standards- Music Harmonizing Instruments- Proficient

MU.9-12.1.3D.12prof.Cr1 Generating and conceptualizing ideas. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12prof.Cr1a Create melodic, rhythmic and harmonic ideas for improvisations, compositions (e.g., 
theme and variation, 12-bar blues), as well as three-or-more-chord accompaniments in a 
variety of patterns (e.g., arpeggio, country and gallop strumming, finger picking patterns). 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12prof.Cr2 Organizing and developing ideas. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12prof.Cr2a Use standard notation and audio/video recording to document melodic, rhythmic and 
harmonic ideas for drafts of improvisations, compositions (e.g., theme and variation, 12-
bar blues), as well as three-or-more-chord accompaniments in a variety of patterns (e.g., 
arpeggio, country and gallop strumming, finger picking patterns). 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12prof.Cr3 Refining and completing products. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12prof.Cr3a Develop and apply criteria to critique, improve and refine drafts of improvisations, 
compositions (e.g., theme and variation, 12-bar blues), as well as three-or-more-chord 
accompaniments in a variety of patterns (e.g., arpeggio, country and gallop strumming, 
fingerpicking patterns). 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12prof.Cr3b Perform final versions of improvisations, compositions (e.g., theme and variation, 12-bar 
blues), and three-or-more-chord accompaniments in a variety of patterns (e.g., arpeggio, 
country and gallop strumming, fingerpicking patterns), demonstrating technical skill in 
applying principles of composition, improvisation and originality. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12prof.Pr4 Selecting, analyzing and interpreting work. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12prof.Pr4a Explain the criteria used when selecting a varied collection of music for individual or small 
group performances that include melodies, repertoire pieces, improvisations, and chordal 
accompaniments in a variety of patterns (e.g., arpeggio, country and gallop strumming, 
finger picking patterns). 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12prof.Pr4b Identify and describe important theoretical and structural characteristics and context (e.g., 
social, cultural, historical) in a varied collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire 
pieces, improvisations, and chordal accompaniments in a variety of patterns (e.g., 
arpeggio, country and gallop strumming, finger picking patterns). 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12prof.Pr4c Demonstrate and describe an understanding of the context (e.g., social, cultural, 
historical) and expressive intent in a varied collection of music selected for performance 
that includes melodies, repertoire pieces, improvisations, and chordal accompaniments in 
a variety of patterns (e.g., arpeggio, country and gallop strumming, finger picking 
patterns). 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12prof.Pr5 Developing and refining techniques and models or steps needed to create products. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12prof.Pr5a Develop and apply criteria to critique individual and small group performances of a varied 
collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire pieces, improvisations, and chordal 
accompaniments in a variety of patterns (e.g., arpeggio, country and gallop strumming, 
fingerpicking patterns). Create rehearsal strategies to address performance challenges and 
refine the performances. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12prof.Pr6 Conveying meaning through art. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12prof.Pr6a Perform with expression and technical accuracy, individually and in small groups, a varied 
collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire pieces, improvisations, and chordal 



accompaniments in a variety of patterns (e.g., arpeggio, country and gallop strumming, 
finger picking patterns), while demonstrating sensitivity to the audience and an 
understanding of the context (e.g., social, cultural, historical). 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12prof.Re7 Perceiving and analyzing products. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12prof.Re7a Apply criteria to select music for specified purposes, supporting choices by citing 
characteristics found in the music and connections to interest, purpose and context. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12prof.Re7b Develop and apply teacher or student-provided criteria based on personal preference, 
analysis and context (e.g., personal, social, cultural) to evaluate individual and small group 
musical selections for listening. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12prof.Re8 Interpreting intent and meaning. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12prof.Re8a Explain and support interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical 
selections, citing as evidence the treatment of the elements of music, context (e.g., 
personal, social, cultural), the setting of the text (when appropriate), and outside sources. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12prof.Re9 Applying criteria to evaluate products. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12prof.Re9a Compare passages in musical selections and explain how the elements of music and 
context (e.g., social, cultural, historical) inform the response. 

MU.9-12.1.3B.12prof.Cn10 Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create products. 

MU.9-12.1.3B.12prof.Cn10a Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills relate to personal choices and intent 
when creating, performing, and responding to music. 

MU.9-12.1.3B.12prof.Cn11 Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural and historical contexts to deepen 
understanding. 

MU.9-12.1.3B.12prof.Cn11a Demonstrate how interests, knowledge and skills relate to personal choices and intent 
when creating, performing and responding to music. 

New Jersey Learning Standards- Music Harmonizing Instruments- Accomplished

MU.9-12.1.3D.12acc.Cr1 Generating and conceptualizing ideas. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12acc.Cr1a Create melodic, rhythmic and harmonic ideas for compositions (e.g., rounded binary, 
rondo), improvisations, accompaniment patterns in a variety of styles, as well as 
harmonization for given melodies. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12acc.Cr2 Organizing and developing ideas. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12acc.Cr2a Use standard notation and audio/video recording to document melodic, rhythmic and 
harmonic ideas for drafts of compositions (e.g., rounded binary, rondo), improvisations, 
accompaniment patterns in a variety of styles, as well as harmonization for given 
melodies. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12acc.Cr3 Refining and completing products. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12acc.Cr3a Develop and apply criteria to critique, improve and refine drafts of compositions (e.g., 
rounded binary, rondo), improvisations, accompaniment patterns in a variety of styles, 
and harmonization for given melodies. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12acc.Cr3b Perform final versions of compositions (e.g., rounded binary, rondo), improvisations, 
accompaniment patterns in a variety of styles, as well as harmonization for given 
melodies, demonstrating technical skill in applying principles of composition, 
improvisation and originality. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12acc.Pr4 Selecting, analyzing and interpreting work. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12acc.Pr4a Develop and apply criteria for selecting a varied collection of music for individual and small 
group performances that include melodies, repertoire pieces, improvisations, and chordal 
accompaniments in a variety of styles. 



MU.9-12.1.3D.12acc.Pr4b Identify and describe important theoretical and structural characteristics and context (e.g., 
social, cultural, historical) in a varied collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire 
pieces, improvisations and chordal accompaniments in a variety of styles. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12acc.Pr4c Demonstrate and explain an understanding of the context (e.g., social, cultural, historical) 
and expressive intent in a varied collection of music selected for performance that 
includes melodies, repertoire pieces, improvisations, and chordal accompaniments in a 
variety of styles. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12acc.Pr5 Developing and refining techniques and models or steps needed to create products. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12acc.Pr5a Develop and apply criteria to critique individual and small group performances of a varied 
collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire pieces, improvisations, and chordal 
accompaniments in a variety of styles, as well as create rehearsal strategies to address 
performance challenges and refine the performances. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12acc.Pr6 Conveying meaning through art. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12acc.Pr6a Perform with expression and technical accuracy, individually and in small groups, a varied 
collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire pieces, improvisations, and chordal 
accompaniments in a variety of styles, while demonstrating sensitivity to the audience and 
an understanding of the context (e.g., social, cultural, historical). 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12acc.Re Responding 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12acc.Re7 Perceiving and analyzing products. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12acc.Re7a Apply criteria to select music for a variety of purposes, justifying choices citing knowledge 
of music and specified purpose and context. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12acc.Re7b Apply personally developed criteria based on research, personal preference, analysis, 
interpretation, expressive intent, and musical qualities to evaluate contrasting individual 
and small group musical selections for listening. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12acc.Re8 Interpreting intent and meaning. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12acc.Re8a Explain and support interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical 
selections, citing as evidence the treatment of the elements of music, context (e.g., 
personal, social, cultural), the setting of the text (when appropriate), and varied 
researched sources. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12acc.Re9 Applying criteria to evaluate products. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12acc.Re9a Explain how the analysis of the structures and context (e.g., social, cultural, historical) of 
contrasting musical selections informs the response. 

MU.9-12.1.3B.12acc.Cn10 Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create products. 

MU.9-12.1.3B.12acc.Cn10a Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills relate to personal choices and intent 
when creating, performing and responding to music. 

MU.9-12.1.3B.12acc.Cn11 Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural and historical contexts to deepen 
understanding. 

MU.9-12.1.3B.12acc.Cn11a Demonstrate how interests, knowledge and skills relate to personal choices and intent 
when creating, performing and responding to music. 

New Jersey Learning Standards- Music Harmonizing Instruments- Advanced

MU.9-12.1.3D.12adv.Cr1 Generating and conceptualizing ideas. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12adv.Cr1a Create melodic, rhythmic and harmonic ideas for a collection of compositions and 
improvisations in a variety of styles, as well as stylistically appropriate harmonization for 
given melodies. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12adv.Cr2 Organizing and developing ideas. 



MU.9-12.1.3D.12adv.Cr2a Use standard notation and audio/video recording to document melodic, rhythmic and 
harmonic ideas for drafts of compositions and improvisations in a variety of styles as well 
as stylistically appropriate harmonization for given melodies. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12adv.Cr3 Refining and completing products. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12adv.Cr3a Develop and apply criteria to critique, improve, and refine drafts of compositions and 
improvisations in a variety of styles, as well as stylistically appropriate harmonization for 
given melodies. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12adv.Cr3b Perform final versions of a collection of compositions and improvisations in a variety of 
styles, as well as stylistically appropriate harmonization for given melodies, demonstrating 
technical skill in applying principles of composition, improvisation and originality. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12adv.Pr4 Selecting, analyzing and interpreting work. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12adv.Pr4a Develop and apply criteria for selecting a variety of pieces for a program of music for 
individual and small group performances that include melodies, repertoire pieces, 
stylistically appropriate accompaniments, and improvisations in a variety of contrasting 
styles. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12adv.Pr4b Identify and describe important theoretical and structural characteristics and context (e.g., 
social, cultural, historical) in a varied collection of music selected for performance 
programs that includes melodies, repertoire pieces, stylistically appropriate 
accompaniments, and improvisations in a variety of contrasting styles. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12adv.Pr4c Explain and present an understanding of the context (e.g., social, cultural, historical) and 
the creator’s intent in a varied collection of music for performance programs that include 
melodies, repertoire pieces, stylistically appropriate accompaniments, and improvisations 
in a variety of contrasting styles. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12adv.Pr5 Developing and refining techniques and models or steps needed to create products. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12adv.Pr5a Develop and apply criteria, including feedback from multiple sources, to critique varied 
collection of music for performance programs (e.g., melodies, repertoire pieces, 
stylistically appropriate accompaniments, improvisations in a variety of contrasting styles) 
selected for individual and small group performance, as well as create rehearsal strategies 
to address performance challenges and refine the performances. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12adv.Pr6 Conveying meaning through art. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12adv.Pr6a Perform with expression and technical accuracy, individually and in small groups, a varied 
collection of music for performance programs that includes melodies, repertoire pieces, 
stylistically appropriate accompaniments, and improvisations in a variety of contrasting 
styles, while demonstrating sensitivity to the audience and an understanding of the 
context (e.g., social, cultural, historical). 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12adv.Re7 Perceiving and analyzing products. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12adv.Re7a Select, describe and compare a variety of individual and small group musical programs 
from varied cultures, genres and historical periods. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12adv.Re7b Develop and justify evaluations of a variety of individual and small group musical 
selections for listening based on personally developed and established criteria, personal 
decision making, and knowledge and understanding of context. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12adv.Re8 Interpreting intent and meaning. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12adv.Re8a Establish and justify interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical 
selections by comparing and synthesizing varied researched sources, including references 
to other art forms. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12adv.Re9 Applying criteria to evaluate products. 

MU.9-12.1.3D.12adv.Re9a Demonstrate and justify how the structure functions within a variety of musical selections, 
and distinguish how context (e.g., social, cultural, historical) and creative decisions inform 
the response. 



MU.9-12.1.3B.12adv.Cn10 Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create products. 

MU.9-12.1.3B.12adv.Cn10a Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills related to personal choices and intent 
when creating, performing and responding to music. 

MU.9-12.1.3B.12adv.Cn11 Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural and historical contexts to deepen 
understanding. 

MU.9-12.1.3B.12adv.Cn11a Demonstrate how interests, knowledge and skills related to personal choices and intent 
when creating, performing and responding to music. 

Career Readiness, Life Skills Standards

WRK.K-12.P.1 Act as a responsible and contributing community members and employee. 

WRK.K-12.P.2 Attend to financial well-being. 

WRK.K-12.P.3 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

WRK.K-12.P.4 Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

WRK.K-12.P.5 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

WRK.K-12.P.6 Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 

WRK.K-12.P.7 Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 

WRK.K-12.P.8 Use technology to enhance productivity increase collaboration and communicate 
effectively. 

WRK.K-12.P.9 Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connection

LA.RL.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly 
fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g., Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 

LA.RL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; 
how it sets a formal or informal tone). 

LA.RL.11-12.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., 
the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic 
resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 

LA.RL.11-12.6 Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly 
stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement). 

LA.SL.11-12.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

LA.SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

LA.SL.9-10.1.A Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly 
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 



LA.SL.9-10.1.B Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g., informal consensus, taking votes 
on key issues, presentation of alternate views); develop clear goals and assessment 
criteria (e.g., student developed rubric) and assign individual roles as needed. 

LA.L.11-12.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 

CRP.K-12.CRP1 Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

CRP.K-12.CRP4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP.K-12.CRP6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

CRP.K-12.CRP10 Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 

CRP.K-12.CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity. 

CRP.K-12.CRP12 Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

CAEP.9.2.12.C.1 Review career goals and determine steps necessary for attainment. 

TECH.9.4.12.CI.1 Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas (e.g., 
1.1.12prof.CR3a). 

TECH.9.4.12.CI.2 Identify career pathways that highlight personal talents, skills, and abilities (e.g., 
1.4.12prof.CR2b, 2.2.12.LF.8). 

TECH.9.4.12.CI.3 Investigate new challenges and opportunities for personal growth, advancement, and 
transition (e.g., 2.1.12.PGD.1). 

TECH.9.4.12.DC.7 Evaluate the influence of digital communities on the nature, content and responsibilities 
of careers, and other aspects of society (e.g., 6.1.12.CivicsPD.16.a). 

TECH.9.4.12.IML.4 Assess and critique the appropriateness and impact of existing data visualizations for an 
intended audience (e.g., S-ID.B.6b, HS-LS2-4). 

TECH.9.4.12.IML.9 Analyze the decisions creators make to reveal explicit and implicit messages within 
information and media (e.g., 1.5.12acc.C2a, 7.1.IL.IPRET.4). 


