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New Jersey Learning Standards- Music

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Cr1 Generating and conceptualizing ideas. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Cr1a Explore, create and improvise musical ideas using rhythmic and melodic patterns in 
various meters and tonalities. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Cr2 Organizing and developing ideas. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Cr2a Demonstrate and explain personal reasons for selecting patterns and ideas for music that 
represent expressive intent. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Cr2b Use iconic or standard notation and/or recording technology to organize and document 
personal musical ideas. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Cr3 Refining and completing products. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Cr3a Interpret and apply personal, peer and teacher feedback to revise personal music. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Cr3b Convey expressive intent for a specific purpose by presenting a final version of musical 
ideas to peers or informal audience. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Pr4 Selecting, analyzing, and interpreting work. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Pr4a Demonstrate and explain personal interest in, knowledge about, and purpose of varied 
musical selections. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Pr5 Developing and refining techniques and models or steps needed to create products. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2Pr5a Apply established criteria to judge the accuracy, expressiveness and effectiveness of 
performance. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Pr5b Rehearse, identify and apply strategies to address interpretive, performance and technical 
challenges of music. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Pr5c Demonstrate knowledge of basic music concepts (e.g., tonality and meter) in music from a 
variety of cultures selected for performance. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Pr5d When analyzing selected music, read and perform rhythmic and melodic patterns using 
iconic or standard notation. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Pr5e Demonstrate understanding of basic expressive qualities (e.g., dynamics, tempo) and how 
creators use them to convey expressive intent. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Pr6 Conveying meaning through art. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Pr6a Perform music for a specific purpose with expression and technical accuracy. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Pr6b Perform appropriately for the audience and purpose. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Re7 Perceiving and analyzing products. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Re7a Demonstrate and explain how personal interests and experiences influence musical 
selection for specific purposes. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Re7b Describe how specific music concepts are used to support a specific purpose in music. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Re8 Interpreting intent and meaning. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Re8a Demonstrate basic knowledge of music concepts and how they support 
creators’/performers’ expressive intent. 



MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Re9 Applying criteria to evaluate products. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Re9a Apply personal and expressive preferences in the evaluation of music. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Cn10 Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create products. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Cn10a Demonstrate how interests, knowledge and skills relate to personal choices and intent 
when creating, performing and responding to music. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Cn11 Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical contexts to deepen 
understanding. 

MU.K-2.1.3A.2.Cn11a Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other 
disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life. 

New Jersey Learning Standards- Dance

DA.K-2.1.1.2.Cr1a Demonstrate movement in response to a variety of sensory stimuli (e.g., music, imagery, 
objects) and suggest additional sources for movement ideas. 

DA.K-2.1.1.2.Cr1b Combine movements using the elements of dance to solve a movement problem. 

DA.K-2.1.1.2.Cr2a Create a movement sequence with a beginning, middle and end. Incorporate the use of a 
choreographic device. 

DA.K-2.1.1.2.Cr2b Develop a dance study by selecting a specific movement vocabulary to communicate a 
main idea. Discuss how the dance communicates nonverbally. 

DA.K-2.1.1.2.Cr3a Explore suggestions and make choices to change movement from guided improvisation 
and/or short remembered sequences. 

DA.K-2.1.1.2.Cr3b Document a dance-making experience through drawing, painting, writing, symbols, 
mapping, collaging, photo sequencing, photo captioning, video captioning, etc. 

DA.K-2.1.1.2.Pr4a Perform planned and improvised movement sequences, with variations in direction (e.g., 
forward/backward, up/down, big/small, sideways, right/left, diagonal), spatial level (e.g., 
low, middle, high), and spatial pathways (e.g., straight, curved, circular, zigzag), alone and 
in small groups. 

DA.K-2.1.1.2.Pr4b Perform planned and improvised movement sequences, with variations in tempo, meter, 
and rhythm, alone and in small groups. 

DA.K-2.1.1.2.Pr4c Demonstrate contrasting dynamics and energy with accuracy (e.g., loose/tight, 
light/heavy, sharp/smooth). 

DA.K-2.1.1.2.Pr5a Identify personal and general space to share space safely with other dancers. Categorize 
healthful strategies (e.g., nutrition, injury prevention, emotional health, overall 
functioning) essential for the dancer. 

DA.K-2.1.1.2.Pr5b Identify basic body parts and joints (e.g., limb, bone) and joint actions (e.g., bend, rotate). 
Examine how basic body organs (e.g., brain, lungs, heart) relate and respond to dance 
movements. 

DA.K-2.1.1.2.Pr5c Explore the use of spine and pursue use of elongated spine. Demonstrate body 
organization (e.g., core/distal, head/tail, upper/lower half lateral) and explore cross-lateral 
body organization. Demonstrate holding a shape in the body while traveling through 
space. 

DA.K-2.1.1.2.Pr5d Explore a variety of body positions requiring a range of strength, flexibility and core 
support. 

DA.K-2.1.1.2.Pr5e Explore locomotor action vocabulary (e.g., gallop, hop, slide, skip) and non-locomotor 
action vocabulary (e.g., bending, stretching, twisting) and execute codified movements 
from various styles/genres with genre specific alignment. Demonstrate, through focused 
practice and repetition (e.g., breath control, body part initiations, body sequencing). 



DA.K-2.1.1.2.Pr6a Explore how visualization, motor imagery and breath can enhance body mechanics and 
the quality of a movement skill. 

DA.K-2.1.1.2.Pr6b Rehearse a simple dance using full body movement. Demonstrate the ability to recall the 
sequence and spatial elements. 

DA.K-2.1.1.2.Pr6c Dance for and with others in a designated space identifying a distinct area for audience 
and performers. 

DA.K-2.1.1.2.Pr6d Use simple production elements (e.g., hand props, scenery, media projections) in a dance 
work. 

DA.K-2.1.1.2.Re7a Demonstrate movements in a dance that develop patterns. 

DA.K-2.1.1.2.Re7b Observe and describe performed dance movements from a specific genre or culture. 

DA.K-2.1.1.2.Re8a Observe a movement from a dance or phrase and explain how the movement captures a 
meaning or intent using simple dance terminology. 

DA.K-2.1.1.2.Re9a Describe the characteristics that make several movements in a dance interesting. Use 
basic dance terminology. 

DA.K-2.1.1.2.Cn10a Examine how certain movements are used to express an emotion or experience in a dance 
that is observed or performed. 

DA.K-2.1.1.2.Cn10b Using an inquiry-based set of questions examine global issues, including climate change as 
a topic for dance. 

New Jersey Learning Standards- Theater

TH.3-5.1.4.5.Cr1a Create roles, imagined worlds and improvised stories in a drama/theatre work articulating 
the physical qualities of characters, visual details of imagined worlds, and given 
circumstances, of improvised stories in a drama/theatre work. 

TH.3-5.1.4.5.Cr1b Imagine, articulate, and design ideas for costumes, props and sets that support the story, 
given circumstances, and characters in a drama/theatre work. 

TH.3-5.1.4.5.Cr1c Imagine how a character's inner thoughts impact their actions and collaborate to 
determine how characters might move and speak to support the story and given 
circumstances in drama/theatre work. 

TH.3-5.1.4.5.Cr2a Devise original ideas for a drama/theatre work that reflect collective inquiry about 
characters, plots and their given circumstances. 

TH.3-5.1.4.5.Cr2b Participate and identify defined responsibilities required to present a drama/theatre work 
informally to peers/audience and participate in the process. 

TH.3-5.1.4.5.Cr3a Collaborate with peers to revise, refine, adapt and improve ideas to fit the given 
parameters of an improvised or scripted drama/theatre work through self and 
collaborative review. 

TH.3-5.1.4.5.Cr3b Use and adapt sounds and movements in a guided drama experience. 

TH.3-5.1.4.5.Cr3c Refine technical choices by creating innovative solutions to design and technical problems 
that arise in rehearsal for a drama/theatre work. 

TH.3-5.1.4.5.Pr4a Participate in, propose, and practice a variety of physical, vocal, and cognitive exercises 
that can be used in a group setting for drama/theatre work. 

TH.3-5.1.4.5.Pr4b Identify and utilize basic technical/design elements that can be used in drama/theatre 
work to demonstrate an understanding of the elements. 

TH.3-5.1.4.5.Pr5a Describe and apply dramatic elements of dialogue, action, character emotion, and theme 
in the performance and/or creation of a drama/theatre work. 

TH.3-5.1.4.5.Pr5b Physically and intellectually investigate how movement and vocal choices are incorporated 



and make meaning in drama/theatre work. 

TH.3-5.1.4.5.Pr6a Practice drama/theatre work and share reflections individually and in small groups, and 
informally with an audience. 

TH.3-5.1.4.5.Re7a Identify, explain and demonstrate an understanding of both artistic choices and personal 
reactions made in a drama/theatre work through participation and observation. 

TH.3-5.1.4.5.Re8a Develop and implement a plan to evaluate drama/theatre work. 

TH.3-5.1.4.5.Re8b Analyze technical elements from multiple drama/theatre works and assess how the 
technical elements may support or represent the themes or central ideas of 
drama/theatre works. 

TH.3-5.1.4.5.Re8c Evaluate and analyze how a character’s choices and character's circumstances impact an 
audience’s perspective in a drama/theatre work. 

TH.3-5.1.4.5.Re9a Compare and contrast multiple personal experiences when participating in or observing a 
drama/theatre work and justify responses to drama/theatre work based on personal 
experience. 

TH.3-5.1.4.5.Re9b Explain responses to characters based on cultural perspectives when participating in or 
observing drama/theatre work. 

TH.3-5.1.4.5.Re9c Identify and discuss physiological changes connected to emotions on posture, gesture, 
breathing, and vocal intonation in a drama/theatre work. 

TH.3-5.1.4.5.Cn10a Explain how drama/theatre connects oneself to a community or culture and identify the 
ways drama/theatre work reflects the perspectives of a community or culture. 

TH.3-5.1.4.5.Cn11a Identify, respond to and investigate connections to global issues including climate change 
and other content areas in a dramatic/theatrical work. 

TH.3-5.1.4.5.Cn11b Compare the drama/theatre conventions of a given time period with those of the present. 

Career Readiness, Life Skills Standards

WRK.K-12.P.1 Act as a responsible and contributing community members and employee. 

WRK.K-12.P.2 Attend to financial well-being. 

WRK.K-12.P.3 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

WRK.K-12.P.4 Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

WRK.K-12.P.5 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

WRK.K-12.P.6 Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 

WRK.K-12.P.7 Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 

WRK.K-12.P.8 Use technology to enhance productivity increase collaboration and communicate 
effectively. 

WRK.K-12.P.9 Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connection
Interdisciplinary Connections:  In elementary school music classes, students use visual aids or read lyrics 
which associates to language arts classes.  Students use math through counting, adding, and subdividing beats 
as they learn to ready rhythms.  Additionally, classes relate to social studies through the connection of music 
to various regions of the world and time periods/genres from which they derive.  Finally, music classes 
connect to science through the explanation of how waves create sound.



 

21st Century Themes:  In addition to mastery of core academic subjects, students must exhibit a range of both 
functional and critical thinking skills. 

MA.2.OA.A Represent and solve problems involving addition and subtraction. 

MA.K.CC.A Know number names and the count sequence. 

MA.1.OA.A Represent and solve problems involving addition and subtraction. 

MA.K.CC.B Count to tell the number of objects. 

LA.SL.2.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and 
texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

LA.SL.2.1.C Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under 
discussion. 

LA.SL.1.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and 
texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

LA.SL.K Speaking and Listening 

LA.SL.1.1.C Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion. 

LA.SL.K.2 Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or through 
other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting 
clarification if something is not understood. 

CRP.K-12.CRP1 Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

CRP.K-12.CRP2 Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP.K-12.CRP4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP.K-12.CRP6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

CRP.K-12.CRP6.1 Career-ready individuals regularly think of ideas that solve problems in new and different 
ways, and they contribute those ideas in a useful and productive manner to improve their 
organization. They can consider unconventional ideas and suggestions as solutions to 
issues, tasks or problems, and they discern which ideas and suggestions will add greatest 
value. They seek new methods, practices, and ideas from a variety of sources and seek to 
apply those ideas to their own workplace. They take action on their ideas and understand 
how to bring innovation to an organization. 

CRP.K-12.CRP10 Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 

CRP.K-12.CRP10.1 Career-ready individuals take personal ownership of their own education and career goals, 
and they regularly act on a plan to attain these goals. They understand their own career 
interests, preferences, goals, and requirements. They have perspective regarding the 
pathways available to them and the time, effort, experience and other requirements to 
pursue each, including a path of entrepreneurship. They recognize the value of each step 
in the education and experiential process, and they recognize that nearly all career paths 
require ongoing education and experience. They seek counselors, mentors, and other 
experts to assist in the planning and execution of career and personal goals. 

CRP.K-12.CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity. 

CRP.K-12.CRP11.1 Career-ready individuals find and maximize the productive value of existing and new 
technology to accomplish workplace tasks and solve workplace problems. They are flexible 
and adaptive in acquiring new technology. They are proficient with ubiquitous technology 
applications. They understand the inherent risks-personal and organizational-of 
technology applications, and they take actions to prevent or mitigate these risks. 

CRP.K-12.CRP12 Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 



CAEP.9.2.4.A.4 Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the elementary grades lay the foundation for 
future academic and career success. 

TECH.9.4.2.CI.1 Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a, 2.1.2.EH.1, 
6.1.2.CivicsCM.2). 

TECH.9.4.2.CI.2 Demonstrate originality and inventiveness in work (e.g., 1.3A.2CR1a). 

TECH.9.4.2.CT.3 Use a variety of types of thinking to solve problems (e.g., inductive, deductive). 

TECH.9.4.2.IML.1 Identify a simple search term to find information in a search engine or digital resource. 


