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New Jersey Learning Standards- Visual Arts

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Cr1 Generating and conceptualizing ideas. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Cr1a Conceptualize early stages of the creative process, including applying methods to 
overcome creative blocks or take creative risks, and document the processes in traditional 
or new media. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Cr1b Develop criteria, identify goals and collaboratively investigate an aspect of present-day 
life, using contemporary practice of art or design. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Cr2 Organizing and developing ideas. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Cr2a Demonstrate persistence and willingness to experiment and take risks during the artistic 
process. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Cr2b Demonstrate an awareness of ethical responsibility as applied to artmaking including 
environmental implications, responsibility in sharing images online, appropriation, and 
intellectual property ethics. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Cr2c Apply, organize and strategize methods for design and redesign of objects, places, 
systems, images and words to clearly communicate information to a diverse audience. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Cr3 Refining and completing products. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Cr3a Use criteria to examine, reflect on and plan revisions for a work of art, and create an 
artistic statement. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Pr4 Selecting, analyzing and interpreting work. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Pr4a Investigate and analyze ways artwork is presented, preserved and experienced, including 
use of evolving technology. Evaluate a collection or presentation based on this criterion. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Pr5 Developing and refining techniques and models or steps needed to create products. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Pr5a Individually or collaboratively prepare and present theme-based artwork for display and 
formulate exhibition narratives. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Pr6 Conveying meaning through art. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Pr6a Analyze how exhibitions in different venues communicate meaning and influence ideas, 
beliefs and experiences. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Re7 Perceiving and analyzing products. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Re7a Explain how a person's aesthetic choices are influenced by culture and environment, and 
how they impact the way in which visual messages are perceived and conveyed. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Re7b Compare and contrast cultural and social contexts of visual arts and how they influence 
ideas and emotions. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Re8 Interpreting intent and meaning. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Re8a Interpret art by analyzing how the interaction of subject matter, characteristics of form 
and structure, use of media, art making approaches, and relevant contextual information 
contributes to understanding messages or ideas and mood conveyed. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Re9 Applying criteria to evaluate products. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Re9a Create a convincing and logical argument to support an evaluation of art. Explain the 



difference between personal and established criteria for evaluating artwork. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Cn10 Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create products. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Cn10a Generate ideas to make art individually or collaboratively to positively reflect a group's 
identity. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Cn11 Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural and historical contexts to deepen 
understanding. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Cn11a Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to represent, establish, reinforce and reflect 
group identity and culture. 

VA.6-8.1.5.8.Cn11b Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to reflect global issues, including climate 
change. 

New Jersey Learning Standards- Media Arts

MA.6-8.1.2.8.Cr1a Generate a variety of ideas, goals and solutions for media artworks using creative 
processes such as sketching, brainstorming, improvising, and prototyping with increased 
proficiency, divergent thinking, and opportunity for student choice. 

MA.6-8.1.2.8.Cr1b Organize and design artistic ideas for media arts productions. 

MA.6-8.1.2.8.Cr1c Critique plans, prototypes and production processes considering purposeful and 
expressive intent. 

MA.6-8.1.2.8.Cr2a Organize and design artistic ideas for media arts productions. 

MA.6-8.1.2.8.Cr2b Critique plans, prototypes and production processes considering purposeful and 
expressive intent. 

MA.6-8.1.2.8.Cr3a Experiment with and implement multiple approaches that integrate content and stylistic 
conventions. 

MA.6-8.1.2.8.Cr3b Communicate an intentional purpose and meaning utilizing varying point of view and 
perspective. 

MA.6-8.1.2.8.Cr3c Refine and modify artistic choices to reflect an understanding of purpose, narrative 
structures, composition, audience, and context. 

MA.6-8.1.2.8.Pr4a Experiment with and integrate multiple forms, approaches and content to coordinate, 
produce and implement media artworks that convey purpose and meaning (e.g., 
narratives, video games, interdisciplinary projects, multimedia theatre). 

MA.6-8.1.2.8.Pr5a Develop and demonstrate a variety of artistic, design, technical, and soft skills (e.g., self-
initiative, problem solving, collaborative communication) through performing various roles 
in producing media artworks. 

MA.6-8.1.2.8.Pr5b Develop and demonstrate creativity and adaptability, through processes such as testing 
constraints and divergent solutions, within and through media arts productions. 

MA.6-8.1.2.8.Pr5c Develop and demonstrate creativity and adaptability in standard and experimental ways, 
to construct, achieve assigned purpose, and communicate intent in media artworks. 

MA.6-8.1.2.8.Pr6a Analyze and design various presentation formats and tasks in the presentation and/or 
distribution of media artworks. 

MA.6-8.1.2.8.Pr6b Analyze benefits and impacts from presenting media artworks. 

MA.6-8.1.2.8.Re7a Compare, contrast and analyze the qualities of and relationships between the components 
and style in media artworks. 

MA.6-8.1.2.8.Re7b Compare, contrast and analyze how various forms, methods and styles in media artworks 
affect and manage audience experience and create intention when addressing global 
issues including climate change. 



MA.6-8.1.2.8.Re8a Analyze the intent and meanings and context of a variety of media artworks, focusing on 
intentions, forms, and detect bias, opinion, and stereotypes. 

MA.6-8.1.2.8.Re9a Evaluate media art works and production processes at decisive stages, using identified 
criteria, and considering context and artistic goals. 

MA.6-8.1.2.8.Cn10a Access, evaluate and use internal and external resources to inform the creation of media 
artworks, such as cultural and societal knowledge, research and exemplary works. 

MA.6-8.1.2.8.Cn10b Explain and demonstrate how media artworks expand meaning and knowledge and create 
cultural experiences, such as local and global events. 

MA.6-8.1.2.8.Cn11a Access, evaluate and use internal and external resources and context to inform the 
creation of media artworks (e.g., cultural and societal knowledge, research, exemplary 
works). 

MA.6-8.1.2.8.Cn11b Explain and demonstrate how media artworks expand meaning and knowledge, and 
create cultural experiences (e.g., via local and global events considering fair use and 
copyright, ethics, media literacy). 

Career Readiness, Life Skills Standards

WRK.K-12.P.1 Act as a responsible and contributing community members and employee. 

WRK.K-12.P.2 Attend to financial well-being. 

WRK.K-12.P.3 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

WRK.K-12.P.4 Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

WRK.K-12.P.5 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

WRK.K-12.P.6 Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 

WRK.K-12.P.7 Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 

WRK.K-12.P.8 Use technology to enhance productivity increase collaboration and communicate 
effectively. 

WRK.K-12.P.9 Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connection
Interdisciplinary Connections:  Art in its nature is connected to every content area.  In middle school art 
classes, students use visual aids or read art descriptions which associate to language arts classes.  Students use 
math through counting, patterns, and measuring based on the genre.  Additionally, classes relate to social 
studies through the connection of art to various regions of the world and time periods/genres from which they 
derive.  Finally, art classes connect to science through the explanation of how colors are mixed.

 

21st Century Themes:  In addition to mastery of core academic subjects, students must exhibit a range of both 
functional and critical thinking skills, problem solving, creativity and innovation.

LA.SL.6.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

LA.SL.6.1.A Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on 
that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect 



on ideas under discussion. 

LA.SL.6.1.B Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual 
roles as needed. 

LA.SL.6.1.C Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments 
that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion. 

CRP.K-12.CRP1 Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

CRP.K-12.CRP2 Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP.K-12.CRP4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP.K-12.CRP6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

CRP.K-12.CRP6.1 Career-ready individuals regularly think of ideas that solve problems in new and different 
ways, and they contribute those ideas in a useful and productive manner to improve their 
organization. They can consider unconventional ideas and suggestions as solutions to 
issues, tasks or problems, and they discern which ideas and suggestions will add greatest 
value. They seek new methods, practices, and ideas from a variety of sources and seek to 
apply those ideas to their own workplace. They take action on their ideas and understand 
how to bring innovation to an organization. 

CRP.K-12.CRP10 Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 

CRP.K-12.CRP10.1 Career-ready individuals take personal ownership of their own education and career goals, 
and they regularly act on a plan to attain these goals. They understand their own career 
interests, preferences, goals, and requirements. They have perspective regarding the 
pathways available to them and the time, effort, experience and other requirements to 
pursue each, including a path of entrepreneurship. They recognize the value of each step 
in the education and experiential process, and they recognize that nearly all career paths 
require ongoing education and experience. They seek counselors, mentors, and other 
experts to assist in the planning and execution of career and personal goals. 

CRP.K-12.CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity. 

CRP.K-12.CRP11.1 Career-ready individuals find and maximize the productive value of existing and new 
technology to accomplish workplace tasks and solve workplace problems. They are flexible 
and adaptive in acquiring new technology. They are proficient with ubiquitous technology 
applications. They understand the inherent risks-personal and organizational-of 
technology applications, and they take actions to prevent or mitigate these risks. 

CRP.K-12.CRP12 Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

CAEP.9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed 
through school, home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a career. 

TECH.9.4.8.CI.2 Repurpose an existing resource in an innovative way (e.g., 8.2.8.NT.3). 

TECH.9.4.8.CI.4 Explore the role of creativity and innovation in career pathways and industries. 

TECH.9.4.8.GCA.1 Model how to navigate cultural differences with sensitivity and respect (e.g., 1.5.8.C1a). 

TECH.9.4.8.IML.3 Create a digital visualization that effectively communicates a data set using formatting 
techniques such as form, position, size, color, movement, and spatial grouping (e.g., 
6.SP.B.4, 7.SP.B.8b). 


