Theatre Arts- Grades 6-8

Content Area: Performing Arts
Course(s): Theatre Arts
Time Period: Full Year
Length: Full Year

Status: Published

New Jersey Student Learning Standards- Theatre Arts
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Generating and conceptualizing ideas.

Identify, explore and imagine multiple solutions and strategies in staging problems in a
theatrical work.

Identify, imagine and practice solving multiple design/technical challenges of a
performance space in a theatrical work.

Explore, describe and develop given circumstances of a scripted or improvised character in
a theatrical work.

Organizing and developing ideas.

Articulate and apply critical analysis, extensive background knowledge, sociohistorical
research, and cultural context related to existing or developing original theatrical work.

Actively contribute ideas and creatively incorporate the ideas of others in existing or
original theatrical work, demonstrating mutual respect for self and others and their roles
sharing leadership and responsibilities in preparing or devising theatre.

Refining and completing products.

Demonstrate focus and concentration in the rehearsal process by analyzing and refining
choices in a devised or scripted theatre performance.

Implement and refine a planned technical design using simple technology during the
rehearsal process for devised or scripted theatre work.

Develop effective physical and vocal traits of characters in an improvised or scripted
theatrical work.

Selecting, analyzing and interpreting work.

Rehearse a variety of acting techniques to increase skills in a rehearsal or theatrical
performance that assist in the development of stronger character choices.

Use a variety of technical elements to create a design for a rehearsal or theatre
production.

Developing and refining techniques and models or steps needed to create products.

Examine how character relationships assist in telling the story of devised or scripted
theatre work.

Use various character objectives and tactics in a theatre work to identify the conflict and
overcome the obstacle.

Conveying meaning through art.

Perform a rehearsed theatrical work for an audience.

Perceiving and analyzing products.

Describe and record personal reactions to artistic choices in a theatrical work.
Compare recorded personal and peer reactions to artistic choices in a theatrical work.

Interpreting intent and meaning.



TH.6-8.1.4.8.Re8a Investigate various critique methodologies and apply the knowledge to respond to a
theatrical work.

TH.6-8.1.4.8.Re8b Justify the aesthetic choices created through the use of production elementsin a
theatrical work.

TH.6-8.1.4.8.Re8c Assess the impact of a theatrical work on a specific audience.

TH.6-8.1.4.8.Re9 Applying criteria to evaluate products.

TH.6-8.1.4.8.Re9%a Analyze how personal experiences affect artistic choices in a theatrical work.

TH.6-8.1.4.8.Re9b Identify and interpret how different cultural perspectives influence the evaluation of

theatrical work.

TH.6-8.1.4.8.Re9¢c Examine how the use of personal aesthetics, preferences and beliefs can be used to
discuss a theatrical work.

TH.6-8.1.4.8.Cn10 Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create products.
TH.6-8.1.4.8.Cn10a Examine a community issue through multiple perspectives in a theatrical work.
TH.6-8.1.4.8.Cn11 Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural and historical contexts to deepen

understanding.

TH.6-8.1.4.8.Cnlla Research the story elements of a staged drama/theatre work about global issues,
including climate change, and discuss how a playwright might have intended a theatrical
work to be produced.

TH.6-8.1.4.8.Cnl11lb Identify and examine artifacts from a time period and geographic location to better
understand performance and design choices in a theatrical work.

Career Readiness, Life Skills Standards

WRK.K-12.P.1 Act as a responsible and contributing community members and employee.

WRK.K-12.P.2 Attend to financial well-being.

WRK.K-12.P.3 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.

WRK.K-12.P.4 Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

WRK.K-12.P.5 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.

WRK.K-12.P.6 Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.

WRK.K-12.P.7 Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.

WRK.K-12.P.8 Use technology to enhance productivity increase collaboration and communicate
effectively.

WRK.K-12.P.9 Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence.

Interdisciplinary Connection

Interdisciplinary Connections: In Theatre Arts classes, students use scripts or synopsis which associates to
language arts classes. Students use math through counting, adding, and subtracting when creating scenery.
Additionally, classes relate to social studies through the connection of theatre to various regions of the world
and time periods/genres from which they derive.

21%¢ Century Themes: In addition to mastery of core academic subjects, students must exhibit a range of both



functional and critical thinking skills, problem solving, creativity and innovation.
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Evaluate the choices made by the directors or actors by analyzing the extent to which a
filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or
script.

Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or
viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what they “see”
and “hear” when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch.

Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or
multimedia version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g.,
lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film).

Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of the text,
analyzing each medium’s portrayal of the subject (e.g., how the delivery of a speech
affects the impact of the words).

Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or
digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea.

Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant
evidence is introduced.

Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or
characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly.

Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.

Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.

Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on
that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect
on ideas under discussion.

Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines,
and define individual roles as needed.

Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific
goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual
roles as needed.

Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments
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that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion.

Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives
through reflection and paraphrasing.

Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study.

Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue
under study.

Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Career-ready individuals regularly think of ideas that solve problems in new and different
ways, and they contribute those ideas in a useful and productive manner to improve their
organization. They can consider unconventional ideas and suggestions as solutions to
issues, tasks or problems, and they discern which ideas and suggestions will add greatest
value. They seek new methods, practices, and ideas from a variety of sources and seek to
apply those ideas to their own workplace. They take action on their ideas and understand
how to bring innovation to an organization.

Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.

Career-ready individuals take personal ownership of their own education and career goals,
and they regularly act on a plan to attain these goals. They understand their own career
interests, preferences, goals, and requirements. They have perspective regarding the
pathways available to them and the time, effort, experience and other requirements to
pursue each, including a path of entrepreneurship. They recognize the value of each step
in the education and experiential process, and they recognize that nearly all career paths
require ongoing education and experience. They seek counselors, mentors, and other
experts to assist in the planning and execution of career and personal goals.

Use technology to enhance productivity.

Career-ready individuals find and maximize the productive value of existing and new
technology to accomplish workplace tasks and solve workplace problems. They are flexible
and adaptive in acquiring new technology. They are proficient with ubiquitous technology
applications. They understand the inherent risks-personal and organizational-of
technology applications, and they take actions to prevent or mitigate these risks.

Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed
through school, home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a career.

Repurpose an existing resource in an innovative way (e.g., 8.2.8.NT.3).
Explore the role of creativity and innovation in career pathways and industries.
Model how to navigate cultural differences with sensitivity and respect (e.g., 1.5.8.C1a).

Create a digital visualization that effectively communicates a data set using formatting
techniques such as form, position, size, color, movement, and spatial grouping (e.g.,
6.SP.B.4, 7.SP.B.8b).



