
Unit Eleven: Hollywood vs. History End of Year Unit
Content Area: Social Studies
Course(s): Advanced Placement U.S. History II
Time Period: May
Length: Approximately 3 weeks
Status: Published

Enduring Understandings:

•    Historiography shapes the way history is viewed from one era to another.     . 

•    History is complex and can be understood in different ways using differing sources and perspectives.     . 

•    Media literacy is an essential 21st century skills as people rely less on books for learning, and easily 
confuse fact with fiction as presented in movies, on television, and through the internet.

    . 

•    Media shapes cultural historical perspectives.     . 

Essential Questions:

•    How do movies elaborate on fact for entertainment purposes?     . 

•    How does Hollywood shape cultural understanding of past events.     . 

•    How does pop culture cause historiographical shifts?     . 

•    How does technology change over time?     . 

•    How has education changed over time?     . 

•    Why do many Americans fail to take the time to independently research and verify information as 
presented in entertainment formats?

    . 

Lesson Titles:

•    42     . 

•    Apollo 13     . 

•    Forrest Gump     . 

•    Hidden Figures     . 

21st Century Skills and Career Ready Practices:
• Civics and government 
• Global issues
• Economic and financial literacy
• Environmental Literacy
• Critical thinking and problem solving
• Information literacy
• Initiative and Self-direction
• Productivity and Accountability



PFL.9.1.12.A.2 Differentiate between taxable and nontaxable income. 

PFL.9.1.12.A.9 Analyze how personal and cultural values impact spending and other financial decisions. 

PFL.9.1.12.F.6 Explain the concept and forms of taxation and justify the use of taxation to fund public 
activities and initiatives. 

PFL.9.1.12.G.1 Analyze risks and benefits in various financial situations. 

PFL.9.1.12.G.7 Determine when and why it may be appropriate for the government to provide insurance 
coverage, rather than private industry. 

CAEP.9.2.12.C.1 Review career goals and determine steps necessary for attainment. 

CAEP.9.2.12.C.2 Modify Personalized Student Learning Plans to support declared career goals. 

CAEP.9.2.12.C.3 Identify transferable career skills and design alternate career plans. 

CAEP.9.2.12.C.4 Analyze how economic conditions and societal changes influence employment trends and 
future education. 

CAEP.9.2.12.C.7 Examine the professional, legal, and ethical responsibilities for both employers and 
employees in the global workplace. 

Inter-Disciplinary Connections:
Language Arts Integration: Students will utilize reading and writing skills for understanding primary sources 
and secondary informational text as they complete movie reviews and analysis of all of the films watched. 

Sociology: Students will analyze films to identify whether the portrayal of American and minorities was 
accurate for the time period. 

Art and Music: Soundtracks will be analyzed and how the enhance or detract from the film. 

 

 

  

LA.RH.11-12.1 Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written 
response, etc.), to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights 
gained from specific details to develop an understanding of the text as a whole. 

LA.RH.11-12.2 Determine the theme, central ideas, information and/or perspective(s) presented in a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events, ideas 
and/or author’s perspective(s) develop over the course of the text. 

LA.RH.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a 
text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

LA.RH.11-12.5 Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is structured, including how key 
sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text contribute to the whole. 

LA.RH.11-12.6 Evaluate authors’ differing perspectives on the same historical event or issue by assessing 
the authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence. 

LA.RH.11-12.10 By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 11-
CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

LA.RST.11-12.1 Accurately cite strong and thorough evidence from the text to support analysis of science 
and technical texts, attending to precise details for explanations or descriptions. 



LA.RST.11-12.2 Determine the central ideas, themes, or conclusions of a text; summarize complex 
concepts, processes, or information presented in a text by paraphrasing them in simpler 
but still accurate terms. 

LA.RST.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 
media (e.g., quantitative data, video, multimedia) in order to address a question or solve a 
problem. 

LA.RST.11-12.8 Evaluate the hypotheses, data, analysis, and conclusions in a science or technical text, 
verifying the data when possible and corroborating or challenging conclusions with other 
sources of information. 

LA.RST.11-12.9 Synthesize information from a range of sources (e.g., texts, experiments, simulations) into 
a coherent understanding of a process, phenomenon, or concept, resolving conflicting 
information when possible. 

LA.WHST.11-12.1.A Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), 
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that 
logically sequences the claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

LA.WHST.11-12.1.B Develop claim(s) and counterclaims using sound reasoning and thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant data and evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations 
of both claim(s) and counterclaims in a discipline appropriate form that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 

LA.WHST.11-12.1.C Use transitions (e.g., words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons 
and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

LA.WHST.11-12.1.D Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., 
formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions 
of the discipline in which they are writing. 

LA.WHST.11-12.1.E Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented. 

LA.WHST.11-12.2.B Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

LA.WHST.11-12.2.C Use varied transitions and sentence structures to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

LA.WHST.11-12.2.D Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary and techniques such as metaphor, 
simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic; convey a knowledgeable stance 
in a style that responds to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely 
readers. 

LA.WHST.11-12.2.E Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented. 

LA.WHST.11-12.3 (See note; not applicable as a separate requirement) 

LA.WHST.11-12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

LA.WHST.11-12.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

LA.WHST.11-12.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 

SOC.9-12.2.2.1 Ethnocentrism 

SOC.9-12.2.3.2 Social statuses and roles 

SOC.9-12.2.4.1 Shifting historical context such as: industrial revolution, urbanization, globalization, the 
internet age 

SOC.9-12.2.4.3 Social movements 



SOC.9-12.4.3.2 Potential of institutions to produce, reinforce, or challenge inequality 

SOC.9-12.4.4.1 Individual responses to inequality 

SOC.9-12.4.4.2 Group responses to inequality such as social movements 

VPA.1.1.12.B.1 Examine how aspects of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, chords, and harmonic 
progressions are organized and manipulated to establish unity and variety in genres of 
musical compositions. 

VPA.1.1.12.B.2 Synthesize knowledge of the elements of music in the deconstruction and performance of 
complex musical scores from diverse cultural contexts. 

VPA.1.1.12.B.CS1 Understanding nuanced stylistic differences among various genres of music is a 
component of musical fluency. Meter, rhythm, tonality, and harmonics are determining 
factors in the categorization of musical genres. 

VPA.1.1.12.B.CS2 Musical proficiency is characterized by the ability to sight-read advanced notation. Musical 
fluency is also characterized by the ability to classify and replicate the stylistic differences 
in music of varying traditions. 

VPA.1.1.12.C.1 Analyze examples of theatre’s influence on history and history’s influence on theatre in 
Western and non-Western theatre traditions. 

VPA.1.1.12.C.CS1 Theatre and the arts play a significant role in human history and culture. 

VPA.1.2.12.A.1 Determine how dance, music, theatre, and visual art have influenced world cultures 
throughout history. 

VPA.1.2.12.A.CS1 Cultural and historical events impact art-making as well as how audiences respond to 
works of art. 

VPA.1.3.12.B.2 Analyze how the elements of music are manipulated in original or prepared musical 
scores. 

VPA.1.3.12.B.CS1 Technical accuracy, musicality, and stylistic considerations vary according to genre, 
culture, and historical era. 

VPA.1.4.12.A.CS1 Recognition of fundamental elements within various arts disciplines (dance, music, 
theatre, and visual art) is dependent on the ability to decipher cultural implications 
embedded in artworks. 

VPA.1.4.12.A.CS2 Contextual clues within artworks often reveal artistic intent, enabling the viewer to 
hypothesize the artist’s concept. 

VPA.1.4.12.A.CS4 Criteria for assessing the historical significance, craftsmanship, cultural context, and 
originality of art are often expressed in qualitative, discipline-specific arts terminology. 

Instructional Strategies, Learning Activities, and Levels of Blooms/DOK:
 

Bloom's Taxonomy as students analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information about this era.

• Thematic thinking: Understanding the AP themes . (Synthesis/DOK 4)
• Recall of  present basic concepts on the 1600s to 2015. (Recall/DOK1)
• Linking historical events from one time period to another.   (Synthesis/DOK 4) 
• Compare and contrast: Presidents: representation of similar historical events through different film.  

(Compare and Contrast/DOK 2)
• Essay writing (Recall, Analysis and Synthesis/ DOK 1, 2, 3, and 4)
• Review games/Group Collaboration (Recall, Analysis and Synthesis/ DOK 1, 2, 3, and 4)
• Delsea One



• SWAG

Modifications

Formative Assessment:
 

•    Anticipatory Set:  Current event analysis as needed to connect today to the past.     . 

•    Closure: Quick Q&A related to the day's film segment     . 

•    Closure: Turn to your partner and debate: Fact vs. Fiction     . 

•    Verbal check in with individual students     . 

•    Warm up: Q&A about the video segment from the previous day     . 

•    Warm-up: One fact (Students will share one thing the learned from the most recent movie selection)     . 

Summative Assessment:
 

•    42 Film Review     . 

•    Apollo 13 Film Review     . 

•    Current Events Research quiz     . 

•    Forrest Gump Film Review     . 

•    Hidden Figures Film Review     . 

•    Q4 MPA Benchmark Assessment     . 

•    Validate Sources Quiz     . 

Benchmark Assessments
Skills-based assessment
Reading responses
Writing responses

Alternative Assessments
Performance tasks
Project-based assignments



Problem-based assignments
Presentations
Reflective pieces
Concept maps
Case-based scenarios
Portfolios

Resources & Materials:
AMSCO text book

American Pageant textbook

42

Apollo 13

Forrest Gump

Hidden Figures

Video Analysis Forms

News Articles about the actual events as determined useful by teacher

Black History in NJ Historiography Article

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/two-amateur-historians-reveal-new-jerseys-black-history-180976627/?utm_source=smithsoniandaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20201223-daily-responsive&spMailingID=44162553&spUserID=NDk1NzM1NzMyNTc2S0&spJobID=1902072644&spReportId=MTkwMjA3MjY0NAS2

