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Unit Overview:
This unit is designed for  readers and writers with the short term goal of preparing them for the reading and 
writing of expository essays.  This unit has them write in the expository mode while making connections to 
their own lives and experiences. This unit uses that prior knowledge as a bridge to the types of writing that 
often prove more challenging. The overarching goal of this unit is to have students learn to write an effective 
expository career essay that will allow help them decide on a possible career path.  

Essential Questions:
 How do writers use language and structure to explain their ideas? •

Why is “writing to explain” important to high school students? •

How do professional writers explain who they are to their readers?

Enduring Understandings:
 Writing to explain requires confident tone, specific word choice and clear organization. 

By improving our writing, we can better understand our identity by communicating our beliefs, values, and 
priorities. 

Expository writing is used by professional writers to convey information to their audiences.

Standards/Indicators/Student Learning Objectives (SLOs):

LA.RI.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines 
the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines 
faction in Federalist No. 10). 

LA.RI.11-12.5 Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her 
exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, 
and engaging. 

LA.RI.11-12.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is 



particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 
persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 

LA.RI.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or 
solve a problem. 

LA.W.11-12.1.D Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., 
formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions 
of the discipline in which they are writing. 

LA.W.11-12.1.E Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g., 
articulating implications or the significance of the topic). 

LA.W.11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 

LA.W.11-12.2.A Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new 
element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting 
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

LA.W.11-12.2.B Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

LA.W.11-12.2.C Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

LA.W.11-12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types 
are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

LA.W.11-12.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a 
new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

LA.W.11-12.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual or shared 
writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or 
information. 

LA.W.11-12.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including 
a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when 
appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of 
the subject under investigation. 

LA.W.11-12.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 
advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms 
of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to 
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and 
following a standard format for citation. (MLA or APA Style Manuals). 

LA.W.11-12.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

LA.W.11-12.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes. 

LA.L.11-12.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 

LA.L.11-12.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing. 

LA.L.11-12.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 



LA.L.11-12.4.D Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking 
the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

LA.L.11-12.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, 
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness 
level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Lesson Titles:
The Cause and Effect Essay

The Compare and Contrast Essay

The Definition Essay

The Process Essay

The Resume' and Cover Letter

The Career Research Paper

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills:

CAEP.9.2.12.C Career Preparation 

CAEP.9.2.12.C.1 Review career goals and determine steps necessary for attainment. 

CAEP.9.2.12.C.3 Identify transferable career skills and design alternate career plans. 

CAEP.9.2.12.C.4 Analyze how economic conditions and societal changes influence employment trends and 
future education. 

CAEP.9.2.12.C.5 Research career opportunities in the United States and abroad that require knowledge of 
world languages and diverse cultures. 

CAEP.9.2.12.C.6 Investigate entrepreneurship opportunities as options for career planning and identify the 
knowledge, skills, abilities, and resources required for owning and managing a business. 

Inter-Disciplinary Connections:

CAEP.9.2.12.C.1 Review career goals and determine steps necessary for attainment. 

CAEP.9.2.12.C.3 Identify transferable career skills and design alternate career plans. 

CAEP.9.2.12.C.4 Analyze how economic conditions and societal changes influence employment trends and 
future education. 

CAEP.9.2.12.C.5 Research career opportunities in the United States and abroad that require knowledge of 
world languages and diverse cultures. 

CAEP.9.2.12.C.6 Investigate entrepreneurship opportunities as options for career planning and identify the 
knowledge, skills, abilities, and resources required for owning and managing a business. 



Equity Considerations

Amistad Mandate
Topic: Civil War

 

Materials Used: Achieve 3000 Article "The Story of Mamouth Cave"

 

Addresses the Following Component of the Mandate: Contributions of African Americans to our Society

 

•    African Slave Trade     . 

•    Amistad     . 

•    Contributions of African Americans to our Society     . 

•    Slavery in America     . 

•    Vestiges of Slavery in this Country     . 

Holocaust Mandate
Topic:  Bullying

 

Materials Used: Achieve 3000 Article "Basketball Player Takes on Bullies"

 

Addresses the Following Component of the Mandate: Bullying

•    Bias     . 

•    Bigotry     . 

•    Bullying     . 

•    Holocaust Studies     . 

•    Prejudice     . 

LGBTQ and Disabilities Mandate
Topic (Person and Contribution Addresses): LGBTQ Social Awareness



 

Materials Used:  Achieve 3000 article "A History of Pride"

 

Addresses the Following Component of the Mandate: LGBTQ Social Awareness

•    Economic     . 

•    Political     . 

•    Social     . 

Climate Change
Topic (Person and Contribution Addresses): Climate Change

 

Materials Used:  Achieve 3000 Article "The Last Generation"

 

Addresses the Following Component of the Mandate: Addresses dealing with ways to reduce carbon 
emissions to slow climate change

Asian American Pacific Islander Mandate
Topic (Person and Contribution Addresses): Contributions of Pacific Islander people for the betterment of 
society

 

Materials Used:  Achieve 3000 Article "The Last Generation"

 

Addresses the Following Component of the Mandate: Addresses dealing with ways to reduce carbon 
emissions to slow climate change completed by Pacific Islander people 

•    Economic     . 

•    Political     . 

•    Social     . 

Formative Assessment:



Do-Nows

Effective Questioning

DOK Questioning

Class Polls

Lesson exit tickets

Self assessments

Peer assessments

Think-Pair-Share

Debriefing

Constructed Response

Conferencing

•    Anticipatory Set     . 

•    Closure     . 

•    Warm-Up     . 

Summative Assessment:
The Career Research Paper will be the summative assessment for this unit

The students' writing will be assessed using a common scoring rubric. The rubric will be shared with the 
students at the outset of the unit.

 

Benchmark Assessments
Skills-based assessment

Reading responses

Writing responses

 



Alternative Assessments
Performance tasks

Project-based assignments

Problem-based assignments

Presentations

Reflective pieces

Concept maps

Case-based scenarios

Portfolios

 

Resources & Materials:
The Career Research Paper

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rXvod6Jha4_l9KVPMkp3sd44JQ6vQY3ZUNsSvr-ACCs/edit

 

5 Steps to essay writing

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2T_RrcQMmeM&t=9s

 

Cause and Effect Essay

https://myperfectwords.com/blog/cause-and-effect-essay-guide

 

Compare and Contrast Essay

https://myperfectwords.com/blog/compare-and-contrast-essay

 

Cover Letter Notes and Examples

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19GeHw71qeCHgiav8O7MfjlluxNlAcHNZg853XvAiy5g/edit

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rXvod6Jha4_l9KVPMkp3sd44JQ6vQY3ZUNsSvr-ACCs/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2T_RrcQMmeM&t=9s
https://myperfectwords.com/blog/cause-and-effect-essay-guide
https://myperfectwords.com/blog/compare-and-contrast-essay
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19GeHw71qeCHgiav8O7MfjlluxNlAcHNZg853XvAiy5g/edit


Resume' Hints

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OI3mpTUgZ-eRBVAX55Tn_vthiQXsqvtC7JeTZdbRDcc/edit

 

Instructional Strategies, Learning Activities, and Levels of Blooms/DOK:
Lecture

Independent reading

Close reading and annotations

Direct instruction

Collaboration

Individual practice

Peer editing

Workshop

Modeling

 

 

Blooms:

Remembering-defining vocabulary, defining literary terms, identifying characters and plot

Understanding-explaining point of view, explaining perspective, explaining motivation, paraphrasing

Applying: manipulate sources to prove claims, prove comprehension, develop sentences using vocabulary and 
grammar

Analyzing-actively categorizing findings in literary content, showing connections between textual evidence 
and claims

Evaluating-producing evaluative written responses to works of literature

 

Modifications

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OI3mpTUgZ-eRBVAX55Tn_vthiQXsqvtC7JeTZdbRDcc/edit


ELL Modifications:

•    Choice of test format (multiple-choice, essay, true-false)     . 

•    Continue practicing vocabulary     . 

•    Provide study guides prior to tests     . 

•    Read directions to the student     . 

•    Read test passages aloud (for comprehension assessment)     . 

•    Vary test formats     . 

G&T  Modifications:

•    Alternate assignments/enrichment assignments     . 

•    Enrichment projects     . 

•    Extension activities     . 

•    Higher-level cooperative learning activities     . 

•    Pairing direct instruction with coaching to promote self-directed learning     . 

•    Provide higher-order questioning and discussion opportunities     . 

•    Provide texts at a higher reading level     . 

•    Tiered assignments     . 

•    Tiered centers     . 

At Risk Modifications
The possible list of modifications/accommodations identified for Special Education students can be utilized 
for At-Risk students.  Teachers should utilize ongoing methods to provide instruction, assess student needs, 
and utilize modifications specific to the needs of individual students.  In addition, the following may be 
considered:

•    Additional time for assignments     . 

•    Adjusted assignment timelines     . 

•    Agenda book and checklists     . 

•    Answers to be dictated     . 

•    Assistance in maintaining uncluttered space     . 

•    Books on tape     . 

•    Concrete examples     . 

•    Extra visual and verbal cues and prompts     . 

•    Follow a routine/schedule     . 

•    Graphic organizers     . 



•    Have students restate information     . 

•    No penalty for spelling errors or sloppy handwriting     . 

•    Peer or scribe note-taking     . 

•    Personalized examples     . 

•    Preferential seating     . 

•    Provision of notes or outlines     . 

•    Reduction of distractions     . 

•    Review of directions     . 

•    Review sessions     . 

•    Space for movement or breaks     . 

•    Support auditory presentations with visuals     . 

•    Teach time management skills     . 

•    Use of a study carrel     . 

•    Use of mnemonics     . 

•    Varied reinforcement procedures     . 

•    Work in progress check     . 

IEP & 504  Modifications:
*All teachers of students with special needs must review each student's IEP.  Teachers must then select the 
appropriate modifications and/or accommodations necessary to enable the student to appropriately progress in 
the general curriculum.

Possible Modifications/Accommodations: (See listed items below):

•    Allow for redos/retakes     . 

•    Assign fewer problems at one time (e.g., assign only odds or evens)     . 

•    Differentiated center-based small group instruction     . 

•    Extra time on assessments     . 

•    Highlight key directions     . 

•    If a manipulative is used during instruction, allow its use on a test     . 

•    Opportunities for cooperative partner work     . 

•    Provide reteach pages if necessary     . 

•    Provide several ways to solve a problem if possible     . 

•    Provide visual aids and anchor charts     . 

•    Test in alternative site     . 

•    Tiered lessons and assignments     . 

•    Use of a graphic organizer     . 

•    Use of concrete materials and objects (manipulatives)     . 

•    Use of word processor     . 



Technology Materials and Standards

TECH.8.1.12 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and 
synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and collaborate and to 
create and communicate knowledge. 

TECH.8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional audience 
and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

TECH.8.1.12.B Creativity and Innovation: Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge 
and develop innovative products and process using technology. 

TECH.8.1.12.C Communication and Collaboration: Students use digital media and environments to 
communicate and work collaboratively, including at a distance, to support individual 
learning and contribute to the learning of others. 


