We See American Symbols!
Grade One Summative Assessment
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This is a summative assessment that covers standards included in the following curriculum maps: Civics, History and Culture, and Geography, People, and the Environment.

Successful completion of this task will require the students to:        
· Identify American symbols, landmarks, or historical figures across the country
· Create a page for a class book/presentation about their landmark/symbol/person
· Include a picture for each their landmark/symbol/person
· Include an informational paragraph about their topic
· Research pertinent information about their landmark/symbol/person.
· Orally present their picture and writing piece to the class.
· Optional activities could also include:  finding the landmark/symbol on a map, making a master map of all of the symbols, or creating a Google slide of their presentation.
Curriculum Standards covered in this assessment:

	8.1.2.D.1
	Develop an understanding of ownership of print and non-print information.

		8.1.2.B.1 



	Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and resources.

	6.1.4.D.14
	Trace how the American identity evolved over time. 

	6.1.4.D.17
	Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect the American identity.

	6.1.4.D.6
	Describe the civic leadership qualities and historical contributions of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin toward the development of the United States government.

	6.1.4.B.2
	Use physical and political maps to explain how the location and spatial relationship of places in New Jersey, the United States, and other areas, worldwide, have contributed to cultural diffusion and economic interdependence.



Task Overview
The primary purpose of the task is to serve as a culminating assessment for first graders who have been introduced to basic American history and culture.  By the end of the History and Culture Unit, students have been exposed to various American symbols, holidays, landmarks, and historic figures.  Students will begin this task by brainstorming more symbols/landmarks/important historical figures in the United States by using the review sheet.  They will then choose one to research, and use a variety of sources to find interesting facts about their symbol/landmark/person.  Students will then plan and write a paragraph stating the reasons this symbol/landmark/person is important to our country.  They can include interviews, dates, and history about their symbol/landmark/person in this written piece.  They should find a picture to share with the class.  Additionally, students can mark the spot on the map where this symbol/landmark/person could be found.  Finally, students will present their paragraph and picture to the class.

Elements of Performance Task
	Research Process:
· Uses digital and print resources effectively and responsibly
· Selects relevant, current information from resources and takes notes and/or makes outline in own words
· Plans for writing and presentation
· Manages time effectively


	Written Component:
· Acknowledges or documents sources
· Provides a lead and an ending
· Develops the topic with accurate facts, details and/or examples
· Edits and revises
· Demonstrates grade appropriate grammar, punctuation and spelling


	Oral Presentation:
· Presents topic in organized way
· Demonstrates knowledge of content
· Makes appropriate eye contact
· Speaks clearly and audibly
· Refers to visual components


	Visual Presentation:
· Integrates information with presentation
· Is easily interpreted
· Demonstrates accuracy
· Is visually appealing to engage audience






Process and Directions
(Before beginning this project, establish a set of general ground rules for computer use (sharing, equipment care, etc.)  Be sure to discuss and practice responsible decisions when printing.)

1.  Research
a. Students will brainstorm American symbols/landmarks/people with the review sheet.
b. Using digital and print resources, let students choose the symbol/landmark/person they like for their project.  
c. Help students fill in dates, facts, and reasons their place/person is important to our country. Students may choose to use the planning sheet to get started.
d. In the computer lab, they should choose an image for their piece.   They should list the source, such as google images or enchanted learning, in the “resources” section on the last page of their review sheet.

2. Written
a. Students will write an informational piece about their American symbol/landmark/historical figure
b. Students will include facts about their topic, and additionally may choose to include an interview of another student, or reasons to visit.

3. Visual
a. Students will create their presentation of the symbol/landmark/person. Determine what kind of presentation would be most appropriate for your class (print, Google Slide, etc.)
b. Include the written piece as well as at least one picture
c. Students may choose to include additional pictures or reasons to visit

4. Oral
a. Students will present their picture to their peers
b. Students will read their writing piece to the class  
c. Students will respond to questions from peers.
d. 
Student Name: _________________________________								Date: _____________________
Performance Task: ______________________________								Grade: _________
Scoring Rubric (Check all that apply)
	Research Process
	Written Component
	Oral Presentation
	Visual Presentation

	
___Uses digital resources effectively and responsibly

___Selects relevant, current information from resources 

___Plans for writing and presentation

___Manages time effectively

	
___Acknowledges or documents sources

___Provides a lead and an ending

___Develops the topic with accurate facts, details and/or examples

___ Edits and revises
 
___Demonstrates grade appropriate grammar, punctuation and spelling
	
___Presents topic in an organized way with support

___Demonstrates knowledge of content (answers relevant questions accurately)

___Makes appropriate eye contact and uses body language to engage audience

___Speaks clearly and audibly

___Refers to visual components 

	
___Integrates information with presentation

___Is easily interpreted (neat)

___Incorporates technology, if appropriate

___Is visually appealing to engage audience


	
 Checks:  _________
	
Checks:  _________
	
Checks:  _________
	
Checks:  _________



	Range
	Assessment Score
	Comments:

	0-8 total checks
	1 (Needs Support)
	

	9-14 total checks
	2 (Approaches Expectations)
	

	15-18 total checks
	3 (Meets Expectations)
	Final Score:  ________
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                       Student Task Checklist 
     We see American symbols! What important people and places are special to our country?
Where would you like to visit? Why is this place or person so great?  Where can I find
them?   This is your chance to help others know about the great people, places, and spaces that are special to our country.  You will write about your favorite symbol, person, or place in our country and find a picture to show the class.  Finally, you will share all of your hard work with your classmates.  Let’s get to work!

	
Research your place or person
1.   ____ I can brainstorm some good ideas.
2.   ____ I chose a person or place to research.  
3.   ____ I can search for a picture of my topic.
4.   ____ I used a book to help me.
5.   ____ I used the computer to help me.



	
Writing:  Now, tell us about your topic!
6.  ____ I used the planning sheet to help with my writing.
7.  ____ I asked a friend their opinion.
8.  ____ I wrote at least three facts about my topic.



	
Visual:  Make your project great!
9.    ____ I typed part of my project.
10.  ____ I have a picture.
11.  ____ I checked my work.



	
Sharing:  It’s time to show off your work!
12.  ____ I showed my picture to the class.
13.  ____ I read my writing to the class. 
14.  ____ I answered questions about my project.



Resources

www.google.com  :  * When looking for images, follow your subject with the phrase “for kids.” You will be less likely to encounter unwanted/inappropriate content.  Always monitor your students, regardless.
www.brainpopjr.com :  Various interactive videos about US Symbols and leaders.

http://www.timeforkids.com/around-the-world : Time for Kids:  Kids Around the World (Investigate different cultures and language from around the world.  VERY kid friendly)

Keenan, Sheila.  Oh, Say Can You See?  America’s Symbols, Landmarks, and Inspiring Words.  Scholastic, 2004. 

Stone, Tanya Lee. A is for America:  A Patriotic Alphabet Book.  Price Stern Sloane, 2011.
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               We See American Symbols!
                       First Grade Review Sheet
First, brainstorm with your class or a partner.  Then, place a star next to the one you want to research.
Some American landmarks around our country 
1. _________________________________________________
2. _________________________________________________
3. _________________________________________________
4. _________________________________________________
5. _________________________________________________
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Important people who helped our country
1. _________________________________________________
2. _________________________________________________
3. _________________________________________________
4. _________________________________________________
5. _________________________________________________
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1. _________________________________________________
2. _________________________________________________
3. _________________________________________________
4. _________________________________________________
5. _________________________________________________
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Here are some books and websites 
I used for my project:
1.  ____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

3. _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
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We See American Symbols!
Planning sheet

[bookmark: _GoBack]The American symbol I chose is _________________________.
Here are some facts I learned about it:
1. ____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

3.  _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________

My friend ___________________ says _______________________
_________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
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