HADDONFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

	Unit Overview

	Content Area: Social Studies

	Target Course/Grade Level: 1

	Unit Title: Civics, Government, and Human Rights
Overview:  During this unit, students will explore how rules and laws affect a community, with special emphasis on the classroom and town communities.  They will also identify how and why we elect officials.  Students will investigate the ways we participate as citizens in a community, and the reasons we collaborate to solve problems in our school and local community.  They will apply this knowledge to the study of Election Day, the Week of Respect, and diverse cultures.
      

	NJCCC Standard Number: 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World

	Standard Statement:  
All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.


	Primary interdisciplinary connections: 
· Week of Respect
· Constitution Day (September 17)
· Election Day 

	

	21st Century Skills/Themes:
Core Social Studies Skills:
· Chronological Thinking:  Explain how the present is connected to the past.
· Presentational Skills:  Use evidence to support an idea in a written and/or oral format.
· Spatial Thinking:  Determine locations of places on maps and globes
· Critical Thinking:  Identify primary and secondary sources for reconstructing the past.
Career Ready Practices:
· CRP1: Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
· CRP2:  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
· CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
· CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
· CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
· CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.


	Learning Targets

	Strand: 
A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights

	Content Statements
·  Rules and laws are developed to protect people’s rights and the security and welfare of society.
· Key historical events, documents, and individuals led to the development of our nation.
· The United States Constitution and Bill of Rights guarantee certain fundamental rights for citizens
· There are different branches within the United States government, each with its own structure, leaders, and processes, and each designed to address specific issues and concerns.
· In a representative democracy, individuals elect representatives to act on the behalf of the people.
· The examination of individual experiences, historical narratives, and events promotes an understanding of individual and community responses to the violation of fundamental rights.
· The United States democratic system requires active participation of its citizens.
· The world is comprised of nations that are similar to and different from the United States.
· In an interconnected world, increased collaboration is needed by individuals, groups, and nations to solve global problems.

	CPI #
	 Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI)

	6.1.4.A.1
	Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national governments protect the rights of people, help resolve conflicts, and promote the common good.

	6.1.4.A.2
	Explain how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights (i.e., freedom of expression, freedom of religion, the right to vote, and the right to due process) contribute to the continuation and improvement of American democracy.

	6.1.4.A.4
	Explain how the United States government is organized and how the United States Constitution defines and checks the power of government.

	6.1.4.A.7
	Explain how the United States functions as a representative democracy, and describe the roles of elected representatives and how they interact with citizens at local, state, and national levels.

	6.1.4.A.8
	Compare and contrast how government functions at the community, county, state, and national levels, the services provided, and the impact of policy decisions made at each level.

	6.1.4.A.9
	Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to violations of fundamental rights (e.g., fairness, civil rights, human rights).

	6.1.4.A.11
	Explain how the fundamental rights of the individual and the common good of the country depend upon all citizens exercising their civic responsibilities at the community, state, national, and global levels.

	6.1.4.D.5
	Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to present day government and citizenship.

	6.3.4.A.1
	Determine what makes a good rule or law and apply this understanding to rules and laws in your school or community (e.g., bike helmet, recycling).

	6.3.4.A.2
	Examine the impact of a local issue by considering the perspectives of different groups, including community members and local officials.

		8.1.2.B.1 



	Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and resources.

	Unit Essential Questions
· Why do we need rules and laws?
· How do government leaders help us?
· How did George Washington contribute to the creation of the United States?
· How do citizens work to help each other?
	Unit Enduring Understandings
· Rules help protect people’s rights, help resolve conflicts, and promote the common good. The Declaration of Independence and the Constitution outline our basic freedoms and values as a country.
· Government leaders (mayor and US President) are elected to act on behalf of the people. We are guaranteed the right to vote and the freedom of religion by the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.
· George Washington led the Revolutionary Army, and became the first President of the United States.  He helped write the Constitution of the United States.
· Citizens help each other by respecting individuals’ rights and providing aid where needed.

	Unit Learning Targets
Students will ...
· Collaborate to create a set of classroom rules.
· Explain how rules and laws protect our rights.
· Identify the importance of the Declaration of Independence and the US Constitution.
· Describe our fundamental right to vote and freedom of religion.

· Identify Community workers and their role in our school/neighborhood.
· Examine the contributions of George Washington, focusing on his role in the creation of our country.
· Identify the town mayor and United States President.
· Plan and execute a mock election in class (class nickname, class reward, etc.)

· Participate in Week of Respect activities
· Participate in a service project for those in need.

	Evidence of Learning

	

	Equipment/Materials needed:
· TCI teacher subscription
· TCI interactive student notebook/text book
· Smartboard / projector


	Teacher Resources:

TCI Chapter 1 – How Do We Get Along in School?

TCI Chapter 2 – Why Is It Important to Learn from Each Other?

TCI Chapter 3 -Why Do Schools Have Rules?

TCI Chapter 4 – Who Works at Your School?

TCI Chapter 5 - How are We Good Helpers at school?

TCI Chapter 8 – What Groups Do We Belong To? 

TCI Chapter 15 -What Do Good Neighbors Do?    

Additional resources are found throughout other TCI chapters.  For a detailed list, visit:
http://www.teachtci.com/standards-correlations.html 

Constitution Lesson (Constitution Day – September 17th)
http://www.k12.com/constitution-day#.VTFMMI7F-So 

Constitution background information for teacher, with a list of fun facts for first graders on page 12 of the document.  Click on “Constitution Day Rap” PDF: http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/constitution-day-grades-k-5.html 

Constitution Activities by grade level from the Center for Civic Education:
http://www.civiced.org/resources/curriculum/constitution-day-and-citizenship-day 

Various interactive videos about citizenship and government:
www.brainpopjr.com


	Formative Assessments 
Formative assessments used throughout each unit should be preparing students for the summative assessment.  Possible formative assessments include, but are not limited to:

	· List (T graph) of school and community rules
· Create a word document to tell how to show respect to others. 
· Response paper: “Today I met Mayor ____.  I learned that ______.”

	· Graphic organizer to show reasons for having rules.
· Draw and write to the following prompts:
“What can children do to keep a neighborhood clean?” and “What are two ways neighbors can help each other?”
[bookmark: _GoBack]

	
Summative Assessment
·  To be completed any time after teaching History, Culture, and Perspectives Unit
· See the Assessment tab on the teacher drive for more resources, including planning sheets and review sheets



	Lesson Plans 

	Suggested Lesson Pacing:  Fall (First Unit)

	Teacher Notes: 
· List classroom rules
· Invite the Haddonfield Mayor to visit class
· Many activities in this unit align with the discussion of classroom rules, Constitution Day, and Election Day

	Curriculum Development Resources
Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit:
http://www.teachtci.com/ 

New Jersey State Social Studies Standards
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