Curriculum Map

Course:   FILM AS ART
        Month:   September – November

Teacher:   Mr. Scorsolini


Grade:   Elective
	Essential Questions
	Why is a film studies course important?

What distinguishes film as art?
What is active viewing?

What major elements characterize and                 define motion pictures?
What is mise-en-scène?

What are the differences between classical and montage editing?
	How are comic elements portrayed in film?
How do comedies use humor and wit to convey tragic themes and deeper messages?
How are technical devices and motifs used to convey meaning in a film?

How does auteur theory manifest itself in film?

	What is film noir?
What are the trademarks of noir films?
How did the social, cultural, and political climate of the 1940-50s give rise to noir films?
How has film noir influenced and affected motion pictures and other visual media in subsequent generations?

	Content
	Films for Study: 
“The General” – Buster Keaton, 1927
“Battleship Potemkin” – Sergei Eisenstein, 1925

Course Readings:

“What We Learn From Buster Keaton” – 

Beyond Popcorn by Robert Glatzer

“Soviet Montage and the Formalist Tradition” – 

Understanding Movies by Louis Gianetti

“Is A Cinema Studies Degree The New MBA?” – 

The New York Times by Elizabeth Van Ness

Active Viewing Manifesto – teacher produced

	Films for Study: 
“Annie Hall” – Woody Allen, 1977
“Rushmore” – Wes Anderson, 1998

“The Graduate” – Mike Nichols, 1967
Course Readings:

Various film reviews by noted film critics
	Films for Study: 
“Citizen Kane” – Orson Welles, 1941
“The Maltese Falcon” – John Huston, 1941

“Double Indemnity” – Billy Wilder, 1944

“Strangers on a Train” – Alfred Hitchcock, 1951

“The Godfather” – Francis Ford Coppola, 1971
“Serpico” – Sydney Lumet, 1973

“Taxi Driver” – Martin Scorsese, 1976
Course Readings:
“Film Noir” – filmsite.org by Tim Dirks

Various film reviews by noted film critics

	Skills
	Active viewing, critical thinking, annotating, summary vs. analysis in writing, public speaking


	Active viewing, critical thinking, annotating, summary vs. analysis in writing, public speaking


	Active viewing, critical thinking, annotating, summary vs. analysis in writing, public speaking



	Activities

Technology 

 Used
	Classroom viewing, round robin, pair and share, class discussion, worksheets, teacher presentations
	Classroom viewing, round robin, pair and share, class discussion, worksheets, teacher presentations
	Classroom viewing, round robin, pair and share, class discussion, worksheets, teacher presentations

	Assessments
	Scene analysis/Film Feedback questionnaire 
Compare and Contrast  Potemkin’s “Odessa Steps” sequence with The General’s “cannon shot” sequence for editing styles and effects

	“Annie Hall” essay: technical devices as a narrative tool
Independent Viewing Assignment and Essay:
   The Human Dysfunction 
	“Citizen Kane” essay: Rosebud and its literal and figurative meanings 
Independent Viewing Assignment and Essay:
    Film Noir

Class Debate

	Areas to Integrate
	Art, literature, history, psychology, current events
	Art, literature, history, psychology, current events

	Art, literature, history, psychology, current events


