Name: ____________________________________________ Date: ________ Period: _____
LINCOLN-DOUGLAS DEBATES
Part 1: Read the excerpt below from Stephen Douglas and answer the questions. On the back, summarize three to five of his main points and be prepared to share them with a partner. 
The next question propounded to me by Mr. Lincoln is, can the people of a Territory in any lawful way, against the wishes of any citizen of the United States, exclude slavery from their limits prior to the formation of a State Constitution? I answer emphatically, as Mr. Lincoln has heard me answer a hundred times from every stump in Illinois, that in my opinion the people of a Territory can, by lawful means, exclude slavery from their limits prior to the formation of a State Constitution. Mr. Lincoln knew that I had answered that question over and over again. He heard me argue the Nebraska bill on that principle all over the State in 1854, in 1855, and in 1856, and he has no excuse for pretending to be in doubt as to my position on that question. It matters not what way the Supreme Court may hereafter decide as to the abstract question whether slavery may or may not go into a Territory under the Constitution, the people have the lawful means to introduce it or exclude it as they please, for the reason that slavery cannot exist a day or an hour anywhere, unless it is supported by local police regulations. Those police regulations can only be established by the local legislature, and if the people are opposed to slavery they will elect representatives to that body who will by unfriendly legislation effectually prevent the introduction of it into their midst. If, on the contrary, they are for it, their legislation will favor its extension. Hence, no matter what the decision of the Supreme Court may be on that abstract question, still the right of the people to make a slave Territory or a free Territory is perfect and complete under the Nebraska bill. I hope Mr. Lincoln deems my answer satisfactory on that point.
1. According to Douglas, is it possible for a territory to outlaw slavery before it has become a state? Why or why not?



2. Does Douglas believe that the Supreme Court has a right to make decisions for the nation regarding slavery? Which case do you think he is referring to? 



3. Why does Douglas feel that popular sovereignty is the perfect solution? 



4. How would you describe the style of speech that Douglas uses? Explain. 
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Name: ____________________________________________ Date: ________ Period: _____
LINCOLN-DOUGLAS DEBATES
Part 1: Read the excerpt below from Abraham Lincoln and answer the questions. On the back, summarize three to five of his main points and be prepared to share them with a partner. 
If we could first know where we are and whither we are tending, we could better judge what to do and how to do it. We are now far into the fifth year since a policy was initiated with the avowed object and confident promise of putting an end to slavery agitation. Under the operation of that policy, that agitation has not only not ceased but has constantly augmented. In my opinion, it will not cease until a crisis shall have been reached and passed. "A house divided against itself cannot stand." I believe this government cannot endure, permanently, half slave and half free. I do not expect the Union to be dissolved; I do not expect the house to fall; but I do expect it will cease to be divided. It will become all one thing, or all the other. Either the opponents of slavery will arrest the further spread of it and place it where the public mind shall rest in the belief that it is in the course of ultimate extinction, or its advocates will push it forward till it shall become alike lawful in all the states, old as well as new, North as well as South. 
1. What seems to be Lincoln’s opinion on previous legislation about slavery?





2. What does Lincoln predict will happen to the union if the arguments over slavery continue? Why?




3. How do you think Americans in 1858 would have felt after hearing this speech?





4. How would you describe the style of speech that Lincoln uses? Explain. 


Part 2: Verbally share your information with your partner and copy down their points in the space below. Together, answer the reflection question at the bottom.
	Stephen Douglas
	Abraham Lincoln

	


























	



Reflection: How do you think the Lincoln-Douglas Debates helped push the United States even closer to the Civil War? Write 3-5 sentences. 

