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Life in the New Nation
Directions: Read the passage below on the state of the nation in the 1780s. Then, organize the information into the graphic organizer. 
Once the United States had secured its independence, the Articles of Confederation served as the nation’s new government. Under the Articles, the United States had a confederate system, meaning that each state acted like an independent country, but the thirteen states promised to cooperate with one another on issues relating to trade and defense. The Articles of Confederation called the arrangement a “firm league of friendship.” Each of the thirteen states had its own constitution, and Americans at the time considered themselves citizens of their state first, and the union second. Many Americans feared that a stronger national government would behave too much like the tyrannical British government that they had overthrown. Under the Articles of Confederation, the executive branch was too weak to properly enforce laws and the nation lacked an effective court system. Each state had one vote, so it did not account for differences in population between the states. Furthermore, the Articles had a cumbersome process for passing laws and taxes, so the government was not able to properly address the problems that the new nation faced. 
One of those problems was determining the status of western land. After the Treaty of Paris if 1783, the United States had access to land in the Northwest Territory, which borders the Great Lakes. States like Pennsylvania and Virginia wanted that territory to become part of their states, because they could benefit by selling the land off to investors. States like Delaware and New Jersey feared that such a move would build the power of other states at their expense, because they did not have the option to expand westward. The Confederation Congress solved the problem with the Northwest Ordinance of 1787. It created five new states from the Northwest Territory: Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin. This established a precedent that the federal government would create new states out of western land, rather than extending the boundaries of existing states. Another key feature of the Northwest Ordinance was that slavery was outlawed in the five new states. Why do you think that was significant?
The Northwest Ordinance of 1787 was one of the few successful pieces of legislation that the Articles of Confederation managed to achieve. Another problem that was harder to solve was the huge debt that Americans owed after the Revolution. The Second Continental Congress had borrowed about $190 million from European merchants and private American citizens to finance the war. This damaged America’s relations with foreign countries and angered American lenders who wanted the government to pay them back. In Massachusetts, the state government decided to raise taxes to pay off its debts rather than printing paper money and risking inflation. These new taxes created a burden for farmers in the western part of the state who were already struggling with mortgages on their farms. Many were in danger of losing all of their belongings and going to jail for being unable to pay their debts. 
In August of 1786, a Revolutionary war veteran named Daniel Shays launched Shays’ Rebellion. In January of 1787, about 1,2000 men marched on the state capital in Boston to seize weapons and protest at local courthouses. The Massachusetts governor sent 4,000 troops in a volunteer militia to suppress the rebellion. They finally did, but four farmers were killed in the fighting. Shays fled to Rhode Island. 
The rebellion was very alarming to the Articles of Confederation. Shays claimed that he was fighting a corrupt and unfair government that was behaving just like Britain had prior to the American Revolution. People with greater income and social status tended to see the rebellion, as well as inflation and an unstable currency, as signs that the republic itself was at risk. They feared that as state legislatures become more democratic and responsive to poor people, they would weaken property rights and vote to take property from the wealthy. As General Henry Know, a close aide to George Washington, concluded: “What is to afford our security against the violence of lawless men? Our government must be braced, changed, or altered to secure our lives and property.” These concerns were an important reason why many people, including merchants, artisans, and creditors, began to argue for a stronger central government, and several members of the Confederation Congress called on the states to correct “such defects as may be discovered to exist” in the present government. The confederation’s failure to deal with conditions that might lead to rebellion, as well as the problems with trade and diplomacy, only added fuel to their argument. (Excerpted from The American Vision).  
Shays’ Rebellion demonstrated that civil unrest was a problem that the United States would have to address. In the fall of 1786, delegates from the states assembled in Maryland at the Annapolis Convention to discuss economic reform for the states. The convention was not very well attended, as only 12 delegates showed up. But two of those delegates were James Madison and Alexander Hamilton. The two men collaborated to end the Annapolis Convention early and called for a larger convention in Philadelphia in May 1787. They hoped that by then, the states could assemble more delegates and that they would have time to establish a plan for fixing the weak Articles of Confederation. 









Problems in the New Nation
Use the reading to identify 3 main problems that the nation faced in the 1780s. Briefly explain what the problems were and why the government had difficulty addressing them. Then explain how Americans responded to the problem. Bullet point responses are fine. 
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Finally, read the primary source from Thomas Jefferson about Shays’ Rebellion. What is his opinion about the rebellion and why? What do you think of his claim that “the tree of liberty must be refreshed from time to time with the blood of patriots and tyrants?” Explain. 

