Name: _________________________________________ Date: _________ Period: _______
STAKING A CLAIM
The Homestead Act of 1862, gave 160-acres of land away to individuals who met certain requirements. In order to file a claim, an individual had to be at least 21 years of age and be the head of household. This vagueness in the wording allowed women to file claims and own land. The act also required a person to be a citizen of the United States or declare intention to gain citizenship. This allowed many European immigrants to stake claims as well. Many railroads and western towns sent representatives to European countries to entice people to move to the United States. 
The applicant of a claim had to file an affidavit with the local land office stating they met the conditions required by the law. At this time, the claimant would pay a fee of $12 for filing the paperwork. Once the filing was complete, there were additional requirements to meet in order to receive the patent and title to the land. A person had to build a home, live on the land, make the land his/her permanent residence, and work the land for a period of 5 years. Many people who came to claim land paid for the services of a locator. This person would assist them in finding an unclaimed tract of land. Many locators showed individuals land near their own claim in order to "settle" the country and have neighbors nearby. 
After living on the land, building a home, and farming the land for 5 years, it was time to "prove up." This simply required the homesteader to find two individuals who would serve as witnesses. These witnesses had to state they had known the homesteader for 5 years, knew the claimant had built a home on the land, and knew the claimant had tilled and worked so many acres of land for crops. With witnesses in tow, a claimant would proceed to the land office to "prove up," paying another small filing fee of $6 and having both witnesses sign the final documents. Afterwards, the claimant would receive a final certificate or patent to the land, having met all the conditions.
Part 1: You are an employee at the local land office in Omaha, Nebraska. It is your job to assess the land claims that are pouring into your office and determine whether the claimants are qualified. Refer to your notes or the description above. If a claimant does not meet the requirements, list their number in the “not qualified” box. If a claimant does meet the requirements, log their information on your Land Ledger Form. Note that some of the information is not provided—be creative and fill in the gaps for yourself! 
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LAND LEDGER FORM
	Claim #
	Acres Granted
	Name of applicant
	Location of plot
	Comments

	


	
	
	
	

	


	
	
	
	

	


	
	
	
	

	


	
	
	
	

	


	
	
	
	

	


	
	
	
	

	


	
	
	
	

	


	
	
	
	



Part 2: Five years have now passed and Nebraska’s population has exploded in recent years. Today the claimants who have lived here for 5 years are returning to provide proof that they have followed the guidelines laid out by the U.S. government. Read through them all, and then select the candidate that you like the best and complete the “proving up” form for him/her below. Once again, be creative in filling in the gaps!

PROVING UP FORM PROOF REQUIRED UNDER HOMESTEAD ACTS 
MAY 20, 1862, and JUNE 21, 1866. 
We, _________________________________(name of witness 1) and ________________________ (name of witness 2) do solemnly swear that we have known ___________________________________ (claimant's name) for over five years last past; that he is the head of a family consisting of _____________________________ (number of children) and is a citizen of the United States; that he is an inhabitant of the _________________________________ Township and  Range No. _______________ and that no other person resided upon the said land entitled to the right of Homestead or Pre-emption. That the said claimant entered upon and made settlement on said land on the _______________day of ________________ (month), _____ (year) and has built a house thereon (Type of house: dugout, soddy, or farmhouse): __________________________ and has lived in the said house and made it his exclusive home from the original date to the present time, and that he has since said settlement plowed, fenced, and cultivated about ________ acres of said land and has made the following improvements thereon: _______________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]
To wit: I, do hereby certify that the above affidavit was taken and subscribed before me this _______day of _________________________, ___. 
WE CERTIFY that ____________________________ (witness #1) and _________________________________ (witness #2) whose names are subscribed to the foregoing affidavit, are persons of respectability. 
Sincerely,
____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ (Sign your names)
