Name: _____________________________________________ Date: __________ Period: _____
Essay Assignment: Significant Figures in the Founding of America
Which Founding Father from the list below is the most significant figure in the formation of the United States?
In a 2-3 page essay provide and explain three reasons why your chosen Founding Father is the most significant figure in the formation of the United States based on their accomplishments and contributions from before 1800. 
· John Adams
· Benjamin Franklin
· Alexander Hamilton
· Thomas Jefferson
· James Madison
· George Washington
Your essay must include an introduction, three body paragraphs, and a conclusion.
Introduction: Your introduction should give an overview of the founding of America. What major events and developments have we studied? You must also have a thesis that states which founder you have chosen as most significant and why. 
Body paragraphs: Each body paragraph should focus on a reason why the founder you chose is the most significant (3 reasons total). You must explain your reasoning and support it with evidence from history. Fully explain why each person’s contributions proves that he is the most significant. Include a topic sentence at the beginning and a summary sentence at the end of each paragraph. 
Conclusion: In your conclusion you must compare your founder with two other founders and their achievements. This is creating a counter argument. Why is your founder more significant than the other two founders you have chosen to compare? Example: While Samuel Adams was a prominent member of the Sons of Liberty, Paul Revere participated in more rebellious activity in Boston. Therefore, Revere was more significant to the founding of the nation. 
Formatting
Your essay must:
· Be typed and double-spaced
· Have Times New Roman 12 point font and 1 inch margins
· Include a proper heading and a title:

Full Name
Ms. Gammie and Ms. Lesse
CP US History 1
16 December 2016

Title of your essay

· Be entirely in your own words. There is not an outside research component for this essay. Use your textbook and class notes as references to support your argument. If you would like to bring in any outside information from an online source, it must be from a credible source and cited in proper MLA format. Please ask us if you are uncertain about the proper use of research in an academic paper. 
The essay is worth 100 points and is due Friday, December 16. 
Grading Rubric
Introduction: _______/10
Provides a concise summary of the key developments in the founding era. Includes a clear and interesting thesis that introduces the argument of the essay. 
Body Paragraph #1: _______/20		#2: ______/20		#3: _______/20
Each body paragraph provides a separate and strong reason to support the thesis. Student incorporates historical evidence to support his/her claim. Student fully explains how the evidence provided proves that the historical figure is the most significant. Each body paragraph begins with a clear topic sentence that introduces the argument of that paragraph. Each paragraph ends with a sentence that concisely summarizes the argument and ties it back to the thesis. 
Conclusion: ______/10
Student discusses two other founders as a counter argument and fully explains why his/her chosen founder should still be considered more significant than the others. 
Writing Style and Grammar: _______/10
[bookmark: _GoBack]Student writes in a clear and engaging style with proper grammar and spelling throughout. 
Completeness: _______/10
Student includes all required elements, including proper formatting and page length. 
Total: _____/100

