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EMERGING TENSIONS IN THE COLONIES
Directions: Annotate the passages and complete the guided questions as you go. You will need to use your phone to look up additional information, but also feel free to ask your teachers for help if you get stuck. This should be completed individually. 
Growing Population
The colonial population rapidly increased throughout the 18th century. The birth rate in the colonies increased, but so did free migration from Europe, especially from Germany, the Netherlands, Scotland, Ireland, and England. Forced migration also increased, as slave traders captured people in Africa and sold them into slavery in North America. About 2.5 million people lived in the colonies by 1775. 
1. Freemen aspired to own land because land symbolized wealth and independence in the 18th century. Where would they look to go to acquire cheap and plentiful land?

Problems with Neighbors
British officials worried about the other populations that were living on the western frontier: the French and various Native American tribes, including the Shawnee and Delaware. The French had established a profitable fur trade in present-day Canada and maintained friendly relations with Native Americans. One region in particular attracted all three groups: the Ohio River Valley. Use your phone to look up a map of the Ohio River Valley. 
2. Why do you think the Ohio River Valley was an attractive location for English settlers, French settlers, and Native Americans?


3. Despite the plentiful land available, the British government did not want its American colonists to expand into the Ohio River Valley. Why would they want to prevent that westward expansion? 


Religion in the Colonies 
4. Study the color map projected on the screen that shows Religious Distribution in the Colonies. What was the most popular religious group in the colonies in the 18th century? What patterns do you notice in each region of the colonies?


The Great Awakening
From about 1730-1750, a religious revival swept the colonies called the Great Awakening. Religious practice had been declining in the century after the initial colonists came to America seeking religious freedom. Some members of the later generations did not take their faith as seriously as their ancestors. Many of the original colonists had felt so strongly about their religion that they had risked everything to be able to practice their religions freely in America. But colonists living in the 18th century had lost some of that personal connection with their faith. The Great Awakening was a movement led by prominent preachers who wanted to revive Christianity and encourage colonists to create a personal relationship with God. The new, more personal type of religion was especially popular with the middle and lower classes, who felt that the Great Awakening gave them a new purpose in life. 
Use your phone to look up the names of the two most prominent preachers during the Great Awakening and match them with their descriptions below. The Ushistory.org page on the Great Awakening is a good source. 
5. _____________________________: Puritan preacher from Massachusetts, known for his fiery sermon “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,” in which he warned church-goers that they would be punished if they did not ask for forgiveness for their sins. 

Who was this man’s famous grandson?


6. _____________________________: British preacher who travelled the colonies and stressed to his followers that they needed to create a personal relationship with Jesus. 
Along with John and Charles Wesley, he was a founding member of the Methodist Church. 
Significance of the Great Awakening: The colonists were encouraged to think about religion for themselves and became less dependent on the British clergy that led the Church of England. The fact that the colonists took more personal control of their faith rather than listening to British officials was another byproduct of England’s policy of salutary neglect. Americans were indirectly questioning the idea of the British hierarchy, which would make it easier for them to question and break away from their mother country in the 1760s and 1770s. Furthermore, individualized worship soon gave way to ideas that favored individualized government. There was a growing awareness of an American identity that accompanied the Great Awakening, and Americans increasingly saw the British as sinful and corrupt. With a new popular religion came ideas about popular government. 
7. How does the Great Awakening connect to the British policy of salutary neglect? 


The Enlightenment (passage adapted from ushistory.org). 
The Age of Reason, as it was called, was spreading rapidly across Europe. In the late 17th century, writers like John Locke were challenging the old order. In the wake of political turmoil in England, Locke asserted the right of a people to change a government that did not protect natural rights of life, liberty and property. People were beginning to doubt the existence of a God who could predestine human beings to eternal damnation and empower a tyrant for a king. In America, intellectuals were reading these ideas as well. On their side of the Atlantic, Enlightened ideas of liberty and progress had a chance to flourish without the shackles of Old Europe. 
John Locke defended the displacement of a monarch who would not protect the lives, liberties, and property of the English people. In France, Jean-Jacques Rousseau stated that society should be ruled by the "general will" of the people. The Baron de Montesquieu argued that power should not be concentrated in the hands of any one individual. He recommended separating power among executive, legislative, judicial branches of government. American intellectuals began to absorb these ideas. The delegates who declared independence from Britain used many of these arguments. The entire opening of the Declaration of Independence is Thomas Jefferson's application of John Locke's ideas. The constitutions of our first states and the United States Constitution reflect Enlightenment principles. The writings of Benjamin Franklin made many Enlightenment ideas accessible to the general public.
The old way of life was represented by superstition, an angry God, and absolute submission to authority. The thinkers of the Age of Reason ushered in a new way of thinking. This new way championed the accomplishments of humankind. Individuals did not have to accept despair. Science and reason could bring happiness and progress. Kings did not rule by divine right. They had an obligation to their subjects. Europeans pondered the implications for nearly a century. Americans put them into practice first.
Americans particularly applied the idea of political rights to the idea of a representative government. British claimed that all subjects received virtual representation in Parliament. Even if they did not directly vote for their representatives, all Members of Parliament were supposed to serve the best interests of the English people. The colonists began to question whether Parliament cared about the interests of the American colonies. By the mid-18th century, colonists began to demand actual representation from representatives that came from America and that they could vote for. Ideally, these representatives would work on a local level. Americans saw themselves as conservatives who were preserving the ideals of liberty that lay behind the unwritten English constitution. 
8. How did the Enlightenment change the way that American colonists thought about politics? 



9. Two of America’s most prominent Enlightenment thinkers were Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Jefferson. Why was each man considered a champion of the Enlightenment? 











10. How did developments in the mid-18th century contribute to the American desire to resist British rule in the 1760s? Answer in at least 2 full sentences using evidence from the guided worksheet. 
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