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Course Description
AP World History is designed to be the equivalent of a two-semester introductory college or university world history 
course. In AP World History students investigate significant events, individuals, developments, and processes in six 
historical periods from approximately 8000 B.C.E. to the present. Students develop and use the same skills, practices, 
and methods employed by historians: analyzing primary and secondary sources; making historical comparisons; utilizing 
reasoning about contextualization, causation, and continuity and change over time; and developing historical arguments. 
The course provides five themes that students explore throughout the course in order to make connections among 
historical developments in different times and places: interaction between humans and the environment; development 
and interaction of cultures; state building, expansion, and conflict; creation, expansion, and interaction of economic 
systems; and development and transformation of social structures.

 

Class Materials

Textbook:

Hansen, V. & Curtis, K. Voyages in World History (3rd Ed.). Cengage. Boston, MA. 2017.

 

Units of Study
Unit 1: Key Concept 1.1-1.3

 



Essential Theme: Technological and environmental transformations, 8,000 BCE to 600 BCE

Essential Question: How did humans form early civilizations? 

 

Unit 2: Key Concept 2.1

 

Essential Theme: As states and empires increased in size and contacts between regions intensified, human 
communities transformed their religious and ideological beliefs and practices.

Essential Question: How did the development of states affect religious beliefs?

 

Unit 3: Key Concept 2.2

 

Essential Theme:  As the early states and empires grew in number, size, and population, they frequently 
competed for resources and came into conflict with one another.

Essential Question:  Why did the expansion of empires lead to conflict?

 

Unit 4: Key Concept 2.3

 

Essential Theme: With the organization of large-scale empires, transregional trade intensified, leading to the 
creation of extensive networks of commercial and cultural exchange.

Essential Question:  How do the reach of empires impact and influence one another?

 

Unit 5: Key Concept 3.1

Essential Theme:  A deepening and widening of networks of human interaction within and across regions 
contributed to cultural, technological, and biological diffusion within and between various societies.

Essential Question: How did people benefit and suffer from early interactions across regions?

 

Unit 6: Key Concept 3.2



 

Essential Theme: State formation and development demonstrated continuity, innovation, and diversity in 
various regions.

Essential Question: How did the development of states foster innovation and diversity in those societies? In 
general, who benefited most from this change? Why?

 

Unit 7: Key Concept 3.3

 

Essential Theme: Changes in trade networks resulted from and stimulated increasing productive capacity, with 
important implications for social and gender structures and environmental processes. 

Essential Question: In what ways did innovations in trade spur economies across the globe? How did this 
growth impact the gender and ethnic paradigms that were already in place?

 

Unit 8: Key Concept 4.1

 

Essential Theme: The interconnection of the Eastern and Western Hemispheres, made possible by 
transoceanic voyaging, transformed trade and religion and had a significant economic, cultural, social, and 
demographic impact on the world.

Essential Question: How did the emergence of travel between the hemispheres provoke major changes to 
economic and social systems? Who benefited and suffered most from this development?

 

 

Unit 9: Key Concept 4.2

 

Essential Theme: Although the world's productive systems continued to be heavily centered on agriculture, 
major changes occurred in agricultural labor, the systems and locations of manufacturing, gender and social 
structures, and environmental processes.

 

Essential Question: In what ways did innovations in farming and manufacturing have a profound impact 
on areas beyond the economy (ex. Social structures and the environment)?



 

Unit 10: Key Concept 4.3

 

Essential Theme: Empires expanded around the world, presenting new challenges in the incorporation of 
diverse populations and in the effective administration of new coerced labor systems.

Essential Question: As empires began to spread their influence across the globe, how did this present 
challenges to native peoples? In what ways did this expansion impact economies and the local labor forces?

 

 

Unit 11: Key Concept 5.1

Essential Theme: The process of industrialization changed the way in which goods were produced and 
consumed, with far reaching effects on the global economy, social relations, and culture.

 

Essential Question: How did international industrialization make societies more interconnected? Who 
benefited and suffered the most from this development?

 

Unit 12: Key Concept 5.2

 

Essential Theme: As states industrialized, they also expanded existing overseas empires and established new 
colonies and transoceanic relationships.

Essential Question: Why did some nations pursue international expansion more aggressively than others? 
What were some nations that were too vigorous in their empire building and what was their fate?

 

Unit 13: Key Concept 5.3

 

Essential Theme: The 18th century marked the beginning of an intense period of revolution and rebellion 
against existing governments, leading to the establishment of new nation-states around the world.

Essential Question: What were the conditions that were in place that led to a series of armed rebellions across 
multiple regions during the 18th century? Why was the American revolution more successful than others?



 

Unit 14: Key Concept 5.4

Essential Theme:  As a result of the emergence of transoceanic empires and a global capitalist economy, 
migration patterns changed dramatically, and the numbers of migrants increased significantly.

Essential Question: In what ways does economic transformation impact migration? Which regions were 
impacted most by this change? In general, was this change positive or negative?

 

Unit 15: Key Concept 6.1

 

Essential Theme: Rapid advances in science and technology altered the understanding of the universe and the 
natural world and led to advances in communication, transportation, industry, agriculture, and medicine.

Essential Question: Why did the 20th century witness such incredible growth in the fields of science and 
technology? Which societies benefited most from these rapid innovations?

 

 

Unit 16: Key Concept 6.2

 

Essential Theme:  Peoples and states around the world challenged the existing political and social order in 
varying ways, leading to unprecedented worldwide conflicts.

Essential Question: Did the network of alliances that emerged near the outset of the 20th century make a world 
war inevitable? In what ways did these two world wars alter the political and social balance that had 
previously existed? Was this an overall positive change? 

 

Unit 17: Key Concept 6.3

 

Essential Theme: The role of the state in the domestic economy varied, and new institutions of global 
association emerged and continued to develop throughout the century.

Essential Question: How does our modern world continue to reflect a network of somewhat fluid alliances? In 
what ways are these alliance different and similar to the ones that led us down the path of a series of wars 



during the 20th century?

 

 

Standards

LA.RH.11-12.1 Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written 
response, etc.), to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights 
gained from specific details to develop an understanding of the text as a whole. 

LA.RH.11-12.2 Determine the theme, central ideas, information and/or perspective(s) presented in a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events, ideas 
and/or author’s perspective(s) develop over the course of the text. 

LA.RH.11-12.3 Evaluate various perspectives for actions or events; determine which explanation best 
accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

LA.RH.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a 
text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

LA.RH.11-12.5 Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is structured, including how key 
sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text contribute to the whole. 

LA.RH.11-12.6 Evaluate authors’ differing perspectives on the same historical event or issue by assessing 
the authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence. 

LA.RH.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 
media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a 
question or solve a problem. 

LA.RH.11-12.9 Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent 
understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

LA.RH.11-12.10 By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 11-
CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

LA.RST.11-12.1 Accurately cite strong and thorough evidence from the text to support analysis of science 
and technical texts, attending to precise details for explanations or descriptions. 

LA.RST.11-12.2 Determine the central ideas, themes, or conclusions of a text; summarize complex 
concepts, processes, or information presented in a text by paraphrasing them in simpler 
but still accurate terms. 

LA.RST.11-12.3 Follow precisely a complex multistep procedure when carrying out experiments, taking 
measurements, or performing technical tasks; analyze the specific results based on 
explanations in the text. 

LA.RST.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and 
phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 11-
12 texts and topics. 

LA.RST.11-12.5 Analyze how the text structures information or ideas into categories or hierarchies, 
demonstrating understanding of the information or ideas. 

LA.RST.11-12.6 Analyze the author's purpose in providing an explanation, describing a procedure, or 
discussing an experiment in a text, identifying important issues that remain unresolved. 



LA.RST.11-12.9 Synthesize information from a range of sources (e.g., texts, experiments, simulations) into 
a coherent understanding of a process, phenomenon, or concept, resolving conflicting 
information when possible. 

LA.RST.11-12.10 By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend science/technical texts in the grades 11-CCR 
text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

LA.WHST.11-12.1.A Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), 
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that 
logically sequences the claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

LA.WHST.11-12.1.B Develop claim(s) and counterclaims using sound reasoning and thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant data and evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations 
of both claim(s) and counterclaims in a discipline appropriate form that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 

LA.WHST.11-12.1.C Use transitions (e.g., words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons 
and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

LA.WHST.11-12.1.D Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., 
formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions 
of the discipline in which they are writing. 

LA.WHST.11-12.1.E Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented. 

LA.WHST.11-12.2.B Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

LA.WHST.11-12.2.C Use varied transitions and sentence structures to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

LA.WHST.11-12.2.D Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary and techniques such as metaphor, 
simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic; convey a knowledgeable stance 
in a style that responds to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely 
readers. 

LA.WHST.11-12.2.E Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented. 

LA.WHST.11-12.3 (See note; not applicable as a separate requirement) 

LA.WHST.11-12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

LA.WHST.11-12.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 
purpose and audience. 

LA.WHST.11-12.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update writing products in 
response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information. 

LA.WHST.11-12.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including 
a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when 
appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of 
the subject under investigation. 

LA.WHST.11-12.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 
advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms 
of the specific task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively 
to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and 
following a standard format for citation. 

LA.WHST.11-12.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

LA.WHST.11-12.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 



purposes, and audiences. 

SOC.6.2.8.A.1.a Compare and contrast the social organization, natural resources, and land use of early 
hunters/gatherers and those who lived in early agrarian societies. 

SOC.6.2.8.A.2.a Explain how/why different early river valley civilizations developed similar forms of 
government and legal structures. 

SOC.6.2.8.A.2.b Determine the role of slavery in the economic and social structures of early river valley 
civilizations. 

SOC.6.2.8.A.3.a Compare and contrast the methods (i.e., autocratic rule, philosophies, and bureaucratic 
structures) used by the rulers of Rome, China, and India to control and unify their 
expanding empires. 

SOC.6.2.8.A.3.b Compare and contrast the rights and responsibilities of free men, women, slaves, and 
foreigners in the political, economic, and social structures of classical civilizations. 

SOC.6.2.8.A.3.c Determine the foundational concepts and principles of Athenian democracy and the 
Roman Republic that later influenced the development of the United States Constitution. 

SOC.6.2.8.A.3.d Compare the status (i.e., political, economic, and social) of groups in the Ancient World to 
those of people today and evaluate how individuals perceived the principles of liberty and 
equality then and now. 

SOC.6.2.8.A.3.e Compare and contrast the American legal system with the legal systems of classical 
civilizations, and determine the extent to which these early systems influenced our 
current legal system. 

SOC.6.2.8.A.4.a Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers used to unify and centrally govern 
expanding territories with diverse populations. 

SOC.6.2.8.A.4.b Compare and contrast the Japanese and European systems of feudalism and the 
effectiveness of each in promoting social, economic, and political order. 

SOC.6.2.8.A.4.c Determine the influence of medieval English legal and constitutional practices (i.e., the 
Magna Carta, parliament, the development of habeas corpus, and an independent 
judiciary) on modern democratic thought and institutions. 

SOC.6.2.8.B.1.a Explain the various migratory patterns of hunters/gatherers that moved from Africa to 
Eurasia, Australia, and the Americas, and describe the impact of migration on their lives 
and on the shaping of societies. 

SOC.6.2.8.B.2.a Determine the extent to which geography influenced settlement, the development of 
trade networks, technological innovations, and the sustainability of early river valley 
civilizations. 

SOC.6.2.8.B.2.b Compare and contrast physical and political maps of early river valley civilizations and 
their modern counterparts (i.e., Mesopotamia and Iraq; Ancient Egypt and Modern Egypt; 
Indus River Valley and Modern Pakistan/India; Ancient China and Modern China), and 
determine the geopolitical impact of these civilizations, then and now. 

SOC.6.2.8.B.3.a Determine how geography and the availability of natural resources influenced the 
development of the political, economic, and cultural systems of each of the classical 
civilizations and provided motivation for expansion. 

SOC.6.2.8.B.3.b Explain how geography and the availability of natural resources led to both the 
development of Greek city-states and to their decline. 

SOC.6.2.8.B.4.a Explain how geography influenced the development of the political, economic, and 
cultural centers of each empire as well as the empires’ relationships with other parts of 
the world. 

SOC.6.2.8.B.4.b Assess how maritime and overland trade routes (i.e., the African caravan and Silk Road) 
impacted urbanization, transportation, communication, and the development of 
international trade centers. 

SOC.6.2.8.B.4.c Determine how Africa’s physical geography and natural resources presented challenges 



and opportunities for trade, development, and the spread of religion. 

SOC.6.2.8.B.4.d Explain why the Arabian Peninsula’s physical features and location made it the epicenter 
of Afro-Eurasian trade and fostered the spread of Islam into Africa, Europe, and Asia. 

SOC.6.2.8.B.4.e Analyze the motivations for civilizations to modify the environment, determine the 
positive and negative consequences of environmental changes made during this time 
period, and relate these changes to current environmental challenges. 

SOC.6.2.8.B.4.f Explain how the geographies and climates of Asia, Africa, Europe, and the Americas 
influenced their economic development and interaction or isolation with other societies. 

SOC.6.2.8.C.1.a Describe the influence of the agricultural revolution (e.g., the impact of food surplus from 
farming) on population growth and the subsequent development of civilizations. 

SOC.6.2.8.C.1.b Determine the impact of technological advancements on hunter/gatherer and agrarian 
societies. 

SOC.6.2.8.C.2.a Explain how technological advancements led to greater economic specialization, improved 
weaponry, trade, and the development of a class system in early river valley civilizations. 

SOC.6.2.8.C.3.a Analyze the impact of expanding land and sea trade routes as well as a uniform system of 
exchange in the Mediterranean World and Asia. 

SOC.6.2.8.C.3.b Explain how classical civilizations used technology and innovation to enhance 
agricultural/manufacturing output and commerce, to expand military capabilities, to 
improve life in urban areas, and to allow for greater division of labor. 

SOC.6.2.8.C.4.a Explain how and why the interrelationships among improved agricultural production, 
population growth, urbanization, and commercialization led to the rise of powerful states 
and kingdoms (i.e., Europe, Asia, Americas). 

SOC.6.2.8.C.4.b Determine the extent to which interaction between the Islamic world and medieval 
Europe increased trade, enhanced technology innovation, and impacted scientific thought 
and the arts. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.1.a Demonstrate an understanding of pre-agricultural and post-agricultural periods in terms 
of relative length of time. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.1.b Describe how the development of both written and unwritten languages impacted human 
understanding, development of culture, and social structure. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.1.c Explain how archaeological discoveries are used to develop and enhance understanding of 
life prior to written records. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.2.a Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, government, and culture in various early river 
valley civilizations. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.2.b Explain how the development of written language transformed all aspects of life in early 
river valley civilizations. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.2.c Analyze the factors that led to the rise and fall of various early river valley civilizations and 
determine whether there was a common pattern of growth and decline. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.2.d Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the early river 
valley civilizations over time. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.3.a Compare and contrast social hierarchies in classical civilizations as they relate to power, 
wealth, and equality. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.3.b Determine common factors that contributed to the decline and fall of the Roman Empire, 
Gupta India, and Han China. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.3.c Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of Greece, Rome, 
India, and China over time. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.3.d Compare and contrast the tenets of various world religions that developed in or around 
this time period (i.e., Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and 
Taoism), their patterns of expansion, and their responses to the current challenges of 



globalization. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.3.e Determine the extent to which religion, economic issues, and conflict shaped the values 
and decisions of the classical civilizations. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.4.a Analyze the role of religion and economics in shaping each empire’s social hierarchy, and 
evaluate the impact these hierarchical structures had on the lives of various groups of 
people. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.4.b Analyze the causes and outcomes of the Crusades from different perspectives, including 
the perspectives of European political and religious leaders, the crusaders, Jews, Muslims, 
and traders. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.4.c Assess the demographic, economic, and religious impact of the plague on Europe. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.4.d Determine which events led to the rise and eventual decline of European feudalism. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.4.e Analyze the immediate and long-term impact on China and Europe of the open exchange 
between Europe and the Yuan (Mongol) Dynasty. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.4.f Determine the extent to which the Byzantine Empire influenced the Islamic world and 
western Europe. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.4.g Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the people 
living Asia, Africa (Islam), Europe and the Americas over time. 

SOC.6.2.8.CS3 The Classical Civilizations of the Mediterranean World, India, and China: Classical 
civilizations (i.e., Greece, Rome, India and China) developed and expanded into empires of 
unprecedented size and diversity by creating centralized governments and promoting 
commerce, a common culture, and social values. Cultural exchange and diffusion 
dramatically increased, and enduring world religions emerged, during the era of classical 
civilizations. Classical civilizations declined as a result of internal weaknesses and external 
invasions, but they left lasting legacies for future civilizations. 

SOC.6.2.8.CS4 Expanding Exchanges and Encounters: The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe 
and the Americas) resulted from the promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, 
new technologies, urbanization, and centralized political organization. The rise and spread 
of new belief systems unified societies, but they also became a major source of tension 
and conflict. While commercial and agricultural improvements created new wealth and 
opportunities for the empires, most people’s daily lives remained unchanged. 

SOC.6.2.12.A.1.a Compare and contrast the motivations for and methods by which various empires (e.g., 
Ming, Qing, Spanish, Mughal, Ottoman) expanded, and assess why some were more 
effective than others in maintaining control of their empires. 

SOC.6.2.12.A.2.a Compare the principle ideas of the Enlightenment in Europe (e.g., political, social, gender, 
education) with similar ideas in Asia and the Muslim empires of the Middle East and North 
Africa. 

SOC.6.2.12.A.2.b Determine the reasons for, and the consequences of, the rise of powerful, centralized 
nation states in Europe (i.e., the French absolute monarchy and the English limited 
monarchy). 

SOC.6.2.12.A.3.a Explain how and why various ideals (e.g., liberty, popular sovereignty, natural rights, 
democracy, nationalism) became driving forces for reforms and revolutions, their 
influence on Latin American independence movements, and evaluate their impact on 
government, society, and economic opportunities. 

SOC.6.2.12.A.3.b Relate the responses of various governments to pressure for self-government or self-
determination to subsequent reform or revolution. 

SOC.6.2.12.A.3.c Analyze the relationship between industrialization and the rise of democratic and social 
reforms, including the expansion of parliamentary government. 

SOC.6.2.12.A.3.d Compare and contrast the struggles for women’s suffrage and workers’ rights in Europe 
and North America, and evaluate the degree to which each movement achieved its goals. 



SOC.6.2.12.A.3.e Analyze the motives for and methods by which European nations, Japan, and the United 
States expanded their imperialistic practices in Africa and Asia during this era, and 
evaluate the impact of these actions on their relations. 

SOC.6.2.12.A.4.a Explain the differences between socialism, communism, and fascism and explain the 
reasons for their spread in Europe and Asia. 

SOC.6.2.12.A.4.b Compare the rise of nationalism in China, Turkey, and India. 

SOC.6.2.12.A.4.c Analyze the motivations, causes, and consequences of the genocides of Armenians, Roma 
(gypsies), and Jews, as well as the mass exterminations of Ukrainians and Chinese. 

SOC.6.2.12.A.5.a Explain how and why differences in ideologies and policies between the United States and 
the USSR resulted in a cold war, the formation of new alliances (e.g., NATO, SEATO, 
Warsaw Pact), and periodic military clashes (e.g., Korean War, conflicts in the Middle 
East). 

SOC.6.2.12.A.5.b Analyze the structure and goals of the United Nations and evaluate the organization’s 
ability to solve or mediate international conflicts. 

SOC.6.2.12.A.5.c Explain how World War II led to aspirations for self-determination, and compare and 
contrast the methods used by African and Asian countries to achieve independence. 

SOC.6.2.12.A.5.d Analyze the causes and consequences of mass killings (e.g., Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Somalia, Sudan), and evaluate the responsibilities of the world community in 
response to such events. 

SOC.6.2.12.A.5.e Assess the progress of human and civil rights around the world since the 1948 U.N. 
Declaration of Human Rights. 

SOC.6.2.12.A.6.a Evaluate the role of international cooperation and multinational organizations in 
attempting to solve global issues. 

SOC.6.2.12.A.6.b Analyze the relationships and tensions between national sovereignty and global interest in 
matters such as territory, economic development, use of natural resources, and human 
rights. 

SOC.6.2.12.A.6.c Analyze why terrorist movements have proliferated, and evaluate their impact on 
governments, individuals, and societies. 

SOC.6.2.12.A.6.d Assess the effectiveness of responses by governments and international organizations to 
tensions resulting from ethnic, territorial, religious, and/or nationalist differences. 

SOC.6.2.12.B.1.a Explain major changes in world political boundaries between 1450 and 1770, and assess 
the extent of European political and military control in Africa, Asia, and the Americas by 
the mid-18th century. 

SOC.6.2.12.B.1.b Determine the role of natural resources, climate, and topography in European exploration, 
colonization, and settlement patterns. 

SOC.6.2.12.B.2.a Relate the division of European regions during this time period into those that remained 
Catholic and those that became Protestant to the practice of religion in the New World. 

SOC.6.2.12.B.3.a Assess the impact of imperialism by comparing and contrasting the political boundaries of 
the world in 1815 and 1914. 

SOC.6.2.12.B.3.b Relate the role of geography to the spread of independence movements in Latin America. 

SOC.6.2.12.B.4.a Determine the geographic impact of World War I by comparing and contrasting the 
political boundaries of the world in 1914 and 1939. 

SOC.6.2.12.B.4.b Determine how geography impacted military strategies and major turning points during 
World War II. 

SOC.6.2.12.B.4.c Explain how the disintegration of the Ottoman empire and the mandate system led to the 
creation of new nations in the Middle East. 

SOC.6.2.12.B.4.d Explain the intended and unintended consequences of new national boundaries 
established by the treaties that ended World War II. 



SOC.6.2.12.B.5.a Determine the impact of geography on decisions made by the Soviet Union and the United 
States to expand and protect their spheres of influence. 

SOC.6.2.12.B.5.b Analyze the reasons for the Cold War and the collapse of the Soviet Union, and evaluate 
the impact of these events on changing national boundaries in Eastern Europe and Asia. 

SOC.6.2.12.B.5.c Determine the impact of migration on the way of life (e.g., social, economic, and political 
structures) in countries of origin and in adopted countries. 

SOC.6.2.12.B.5.d Analyze post-independence struggles in South Asia, including the struggle over the 
partitioning of the subcontinent into India and Pakistan, as well as later tensions over 
Kashmir. 

SOC.6.2.12.B.5.e Assess the role of boundary disputes and limited natural resources as sources of conflict. 

SOC.6.2.12.B.6 Geography, People, and the Environment 

SOC.6.2.12.B.6.a Determine the global impact of increased population growth, migration, and changes in 
urban-rural populations on natural resources and land use. 

SOC.6.2.12.C.1.a Compare and contrast the economic policies of China and Japan, and determine the 
impact these policies had on growth, the desire for colonies, and the relative positions of 
China and Japan within the emerging global economy. 

SOC.6.2.12.C.1.b Trace the movement of essential commodities (e.g., sugar, cotton) from Asia to Europe to 
America, and determine the impact trade on the New World’s economy and society. 

SOC.6.2.12.C.1.d Determine the effects of increased global trade and the importation of gold and silver 
from the New World on inflation in Europe, Southwest Asia, and Africa. 

SOC.6.2.12.C.1.e Determine the extent to which various technologies, (e.g., printing, the marine compass, 
cannonry, Arabic numerals) derived from Europe’s interactions with Islam and Asia 
provided the necessary tools for European exploration and conquest. 

SOC.6.2.12.C.2.a Relate the development of more modern banking and financial systems to European 
economic influence in the world. 

SOC.6.2.12.C.3.a Analyze interrelationships among the “agricultural revolution,” population growth, 
industrialization, specialization of labor, and patterns of land-holding. 

SOC.6.2.12.C.3.b Analyze interrelationships among the Industrial Revolution, nationalism, competition for 
global markets, imperialism, and natural resources. 

SOC.6.2.12.C.3.c Compare the characteristics of capitalism, communism, and socialism to determine why 
each system emerged in different world regions. 

SOC.6.2.12.C.3.d Determine how, and the extent to which, scientific and technological changes, 
transportation, and new forms of energy brought about massive social, economic, and 
cultural changes. 

SOC.6.2.12.C.3.e Compare the impact of imperialism on economic development in Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America regarding barriers or opportunities for future development and political 
independence. 

SOC.6.2.12.C.4.a Analyze government responses to the Great Depression and their consequences, including 
the growth of fascist, socialist, and communist movements and the effects on capitalist 
economic theory and practice. 

SOC.6.2.12.C.4.b Compare and contrast World Wars I and II in terms of technological innovations (i.e., 
industrial production, scientific research, war tactics) and social impact (i.e., national 
mobilization, loss of life, and destruction of property). 

SOC.6.2.12.C.4.c Assess the short- and long-term demographic, social, economic, and environmental 
consequences of the violence and destruction of the two World Wars. 

SOC.6.2.12.C.4.d Analyze the ways in which new forms of communication, transportation, and weaponry 
affected relationships between governments and their citizens and bolstered the power of 
new authoritarian regimes during this period. 



SOC.6.2.12.C.5.a Explain how and why Western European countries and Japan achieved rapid economic 
recovery after World War II. 

SOC.6.2.12.C.5.b Compare and contrast free market capitalism, Western European democratic socialism, 
and Soviet communism. 

SOC.6.2.12.C.5.c Assess the impact of the international arms race, the space race, and nuclear proliferation 
on international politics from multiple perspectives. 

SOC.6.2.12.C.5.d Determine the challenges faced by developing nations in their efforts to compete in a 
global economy. 

SOC.6.2.12.C.5.e Assess the reasons for and consequences of the growth of communism and shift toward a 
market economy in China. 

SOC.6.2.12.C.5.f Assess the impact of the European Union on member nations and other nations. 

SOC.6.2.12.C.5.g Evaluate the role of the petroleum industry in world politics, the global economy, and the 
environment. 

SOC.6.2.12.C.6.a Evaluate efforts of governmental, nongovernmental, and international organizations to 
address economic imbalances and social inequalities. 

SOC.6.2.12.C.6.b Compare and contrast demographic trends in industrialized and developing nations, and 
evaluate the potential impact of these trends on the economy, political stability, and use 
of resources. 

SOC.6.2.12.C.6.c Assess the role government monetary policies, central banks, international investment, 
and exchange rates play in maintaining stable regional and global economies. 

SOC.6.2.12.C.6.d Determine how the availability of scientific, technological, and medical advances impacts 
the quality of life in different countries. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.1.a Assess the political, social, and economic impact of the Columbian Exchange (e.g., plants, 
animals, ideas, pathogens) on Europeans and Native Americans. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.1.b Compare slavery practices and other forms of coerced labor or social bondage common in 
East Africa, West Africa, Southwest Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.1.c Analyze various motivations for the Atlantic slave trade and the impact on Europeans, 
Africans, and Americans. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.1.d Explain how the new social stratification created by voluntary and coerced interactions 
among Native Americans, Africans, and Europeans in Spanish colonies laid the foundation 
for conflict. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.1.e Assess the impact of economic, political, and social policies and practices regarding African 
slaves, indigenous peoples, and Europeans in the Spanish and Portuguese colonies. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.1.f Analyze the political, cultural, and moral role of Catholic and Protestant Christianity in the 
European colonies. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.2.a Determine the factors that led to the Renaissance, the significance of the location of the 
Italian city-states as the center of the Renaissance, and the impact on the arts. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.2.b Determine the factors that led to the Reformation and the impact on European politics. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.2.c Justify how innovations from Asian and Islamic civilizations, as well as from ancient Greek 
and Roman culture, laid the foundation for the Renaissance. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.2.d Analyze the impact of new intellectual, philosophical, and scientific ideas on how humans 
viewed themselves and how they viewed their physical and spiritual worlds. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.2.e Assess the impact of the printing press and other technologies developed on the 
dissemination of ideas. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.3.a Explain how individuals and groups promoted revolutionary actions and brought about 
change during this time period. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.3.b Explain how industrialization and urbanization affected class structure, family life, the 



daily lives of men, women, and children, and the environment. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.3.c Compare and contrast China’s and Japan’s views of and responses to imperialism, and 
determine the effects of imperialism on the development and prosperity of each country 
in the 20th century. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.3.d Analyze the extent to which racism was both a cause and consequence of imperialism, and 
evaluate the impact of imperialism from multiple perspectives. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.3.e Analyze the impact of the policies of different European colonizers on indigenous 
societies, and explain the responses of these societies to imperialistic rule. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.4.c Assess the causes of revolution in the 20th century (i.e., in Russia, China, India, and Cuba), 
and determine the impact on global politics. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.4.d Analyze the extent to which the legacy of World War I, the global depression, ethnic and 
ideological conflicts, imperialism, and traditional political or economic rivalries caused 
World War II. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.4.e Compare how Allied countries responded to the expansionist actions of Germany and 
Italy. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.4.f Explain the role of colonial peoples in the war efforts of the Allies and the Central/Axis 
Powers in both World Wars. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.4.g Analyze the role of racial bias, nationalism, and propaganda in mobilizing civilian 
populations in support of “total war”. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.4.h Assess the extent to which world war, depression, nationalist ideology, communism, and 
liberal democratic ideals contributed to the emergence of movements for national self-
rule or sovereignty in Africa and Asia. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.4.i Compare and contrast the actions of individuals as perpetrators, bystanders, and rescuers 
during events of persecution or genocide, and describe the long-term consequences of 
genocide for all involved. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.4.j Analyze how the social, economic, and political roles of women were transformed during 
this time period. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.4.k Assess the cultural impact of World War I, the Great Depression, and World War II by 
analyzing the values and social ideas in the arts. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.5.a Relate the lingering effects of colonialism to the efforts of Latin American, African, and 
Asian nations to build stable economies and national identities. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.5.b Assess the impact of Gandhi’s methods of civil disobedience and passive resistance in 
India, and determine how his methods were later used by people from other countries. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.5.c Assess the influence of television, the Internet, and other forms of electronic 
communication on the creation and diffusion of cultural and political information, 
worldwide. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.5.d Analyze how feminist movements and social conditions have affected the lives of women 
in different parts of the world, and evaluate women’s progress toward social equality, 
economic equality, and political equality in various countries. 

SOC.6.2.12.D.6.a Assess the role of increased personal and business electronic communications in creating 
a “global” culture, and evaluate the impact on traditional cultures and values. 

SOC.6.2.12.CS1 The Emergence of the First Global Age: Global Interactions and Colonialism: The methods 
of and motivations for exploration and conquest resulted in increased global interactions, 
differing patterns of trade, colonization, and conflict among nations. Colonization was 
inspired by the desire to have access to resources and markets, often at the expense of 
the indigenous culture, population, and environment. 

SOC.6.2.12.CS2 Renaissance, Reformation, Scientific Revolution, and Enlightenment: Ideas developed 
during the Renaissance, Scientific Revolution, Reformation, and Enlightenment led to 
political, economic, and cultural changes that have had a lasting impact. 



SOC.6.2.12.CS3 Age of Revolutions: Political and Industrial Revolutions, Imperialism, Reform, and Global 
Impact: Discontent with prevailing economic, political, and social conditions was the 
impetus for change, which resulted in revolution or reform. The Industrial Revolution was 
a consequence of technological innovation and expanding economic activity and markets, 
resulting in massive population movement, urbanization, and the development of complex 
economic systems. Industrialized nations embarked on a competitive race for global 
resources and markets, resulting in the establishment of political and economic control 
over large regions of the world that had a lasting impact. 

SOC.6.2.12.CS4 A Half-Century of Crisis and Achievement: The Era of the Great Wars: Nationalism, 
imperialism, industrialization, and militarism contributed to an increase in economic and 
military competition among European nations, the Ottoman Empire, and Japan, and led to 
World War I. The failure of the Treaty of Versailles, the impact of the global depression, 
and the expansionist policies and actions of Axis nations are viewed as major factors that 
resulted in World War II. World Wars I and II were "total wars" in which nations mobilized 
entire populations and economies and employed new military tactics that resulted in 
unprecedented death and destruction, as well as drastic changes in political boundaries. 
World Wars I and II challenged economic and political power structures and gave rise to a 
new balance of power in the world. Economic, technological, and military power and 
bureaucracies have been used by nations to deliberately and systematically destroy 
ethnic/racial, political, and cultural groups. 

SOC.6.2.12.CS5 The 20th Century Since 1945: Challenges for the Modern World: Decolonization, the 
emergence of new independent nations, and competing ideologies changed the political 
landscape and national identities of those involved, and sometimes included military 
confrontations and violations of human rights. International migration and scientific and 
technological improvements in the second half of the 20th century resulted in an 
increasingly global economy and society that are challenged by limited natural resources. 

SOC.6.2.12.CS6 Contemporary Issues: Technological innovation, economic interdependence, changes in 
population growth, migratory patterns, and the development, distribution, and use of 
natural resources offer challenges and opportunities that transcend regional and national 
borders. 

TECH.8.1.12.A.CS1 Understand and use technology systems. 

TECH.8.1.12.A.CS2 Select and use applications effectively and productively. 

Grading Evaluation and Guidelines
GRADING PROCEDURES

 

In terms of proficiency level the East Brunswick grades equate to:

 

A      Excellent - Advanced Proficient

 

B      Good Above Average - Proficient

 

C      Fair - Proficient



 

D      Poor - Minimally proficient

 

F       Failing - Partially Proficient

 

 

Grading for A.P. World History will follow the below guideline:

 

90% Assessments

10% Homework

Other Information
Social Studies

Advanced Placement World History

Course No. 1077

PART I

 

CONTENT FOCUS AREA, COURSE NAME AND CHARACTERISTICS

 

Course 
Number School #s Course 

Level
Grade 
Level Credits Min. Per 

Week
Elective/ 
Required

Initial 
Course 
Adopted

1077 050 11 11 5.0 210 R 09/15/2017

PRIMARY CONTENT AREA AND SECONDARY AREAS OF FOCUS (There are 12 content focus areas 
defined in NJCCCS/CC.  Mark the primary course content focus area (P) and place and (S) after each other 
focus areas for which specific CPI’s are identified in the course guide.

 

NJCCC/CC Standards  NJCCC/CC  NJCCCS/CC Standards  



Standards
1. Visual and Performing 
Arts  5. Science  9. Career Education and Consumer/ 

Family/ Life Skills  

2. Health and Physical 
Education  6. Social Studies P   

3. Language Arts Literacy S 7. World 
Languages    

4. Mathematics  8. Technology 
Literacy    


