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Course Overview

This course is designed to help students become more confident speakers and better speech writers. Students
will learn to research, organize, write, and present various types of speeches. They will also read, analyze, and
deliver memorable speeches from literature and history. At the end of the course, students will understand how
to effectively use rhetorical techniques to write and deliver speeches. This course also aligns with the
Middlesex County dual enrollment program.

Public Speaking courses enable students to develop communication skills that can be used in a variety of
speaking situations (such as small and large group discussions, delivery of lectures or speeches in front of
audiences, and so on). Course topics may include (but are not limited to) research and organization, writing for
verbal delivery, stylistic choices, visual and presentation skills, analysis and critique, and development of self-
confidence.

Course Scope and Sequence

Unit Type of Skill Timeline
Course Intro and Impromptu SpeechesSpeaking: Short speeches 2 weeks
Demonstrative Speeches Writing and Speaking: Long Speeches 3 weeks
Informative Speeches Reading, Writing, and Speaking: Long Speeches3 weeks
Persuasive Speeches Reading, Writing, and Speaking: Long Speeches4 weeks
Ceremonial Speeches Reading, Writing, and Speaking: Short Speeches6 weeks
Job Unit Reading, Writing, and Speaking: Interviews 2 weeks

***Newsela is available for differentiated reading assignments.

****The district has a license for Learning Ally. Learning Ally is an audio book resource for students who are
unable to “eye read” grade level text but are able to comprehend when “ear reading" or listening.
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Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written
response, etc.), to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially,
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals,
ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text.

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines
the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines
faction in Federalist No. 10).

Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her
exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing,
and engaging.

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is
particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power,
persuasiveness or beauty of the text.

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or
solve a problem.

By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-
complexity or above with scaffolding as needed.

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and
analysis of content.

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a
new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual or shared
writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or
information.

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using
advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms
of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and
following a standard format for citation. (MLA or APA Style Manuals).

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing
the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.

Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The
content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive
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elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence
and to add interest.

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal
English when indicated or appropriate.

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems,
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among
the data.

Career-ready individuals communicate thoughts, ideas, and action plans with clarity,
whether using written, verbal, and/or visual methods. They communicate in the workplace
with clarity and purpose to make maximum use of their own and others’ time. They are
excellent writers; they master conventions, word choice, and organization, and use
effective tone and presentation skills to articulate ideas. They are skilled at interacting
with others; they are active listeners and speak clearly and with purpose. Career-ready
individuals think about the audience for their communication and prepare accordingly to
ensure the desired outcome.

Career-ready individuals regularly think of ideas that solve problems in new and different
ways, and they contribute those ideas in a useful and productive manner to improve their
organization. They can consider unconventional ideas and suggestions as solutions to
issues, tasks or problems, and they discern which ideas and suggestions will add greatest
value. They seek new methods, practices, and ideas from a variety of sources and seek to
apply those ideas to their own workplace. They take action on their ideas and understand
how to bring innovation to an organization.

Career-ready individuals are discerning in accepting and using new information to make
decisions, change practices or inform strategies. They use reliable research process to
search for new information. They evaluate the validity of sources when considering the
use and adoption of external information or practices in their workplace situation.

Collaborate in online courses, learning communities, social networks or virtual worlds to
discuss a resolution to a problem or issue.

Produce a position statement about a real world problem by developing a systematic plan
of investigation with peers and experts synthesizing information from multiple sources.

Research and evaluate the impact on society of the unethical use of digital tools and
present your research to peers.

Critical thinking, problem solving, and decision making: Students use critical thinking skills
to plan and conduct research, manage projects, solve problems, and make informed
decisions using appropriate digital tools and resources.

Grading and Evaluation Guidelines

GRADING PROCEDURES

Marking period grades are determined by dividing the total number of points earned by the total number of
potential points. More intense and involved assessments are worth more points and therefore have a greater
effect on a student’s grade. Formal and informal writing assignments, responses to text and reading quizzes

are frequently assigned.

The department’s goal for every course is that a minimum of 95% of the pupils will meet at least the
minimum proficiency level (D or better) set for the course. The department will analyze the achievement of
students on Unit Assessments, Mid-term and Final Exams and Final Course Grades, and for Final Course
Grades the achievement of sub-groups identified by the state to determine if modifications in the curriculum
and instructional methods are needed.



In terms of proficiency level the East Brunswick grades equate to:

A
B
C
D

F

Excellent

Good
Fair
Poor

Failing

Advanced Proficient
Above Average Proficient
Proficient
Minimally proficient

Partially Proficient

Middlesex County College Grading Scale:

A 93-100
A- 90-92
B+ 87-89
B 83-86
B- 80-82
C+ 77-79
C 70-76
D 60-69
Other Details
SCED 01151 Public Speaking
Course | School Min. |Elective| Initial
#’s Course
# Course |Grade(s)| Credits | Per Or
Level Adopted
Week [Required
1029 | 050 A 10-12 | 2.50 210 |Elective







