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Course Overview

Philosophy for Teenagers Honors is a semester Honors course designed for diligent students interested in
reading, writing and thinking about big questions. Students will explore complex topics through units such as
Epistemology, Ethics, Free Will and Determinism, and The Meaning of Life. Students will explore such
questions as, "What is truth?" "What values should people hold?" "What is beauty?" and "What is happiness?"
Through readings and class discussions, students will experiment with the basic methods of philosophical
inquiry and, ultimately, use these inquiries as a lens through which they examine their own values and
assumptions. Students will read selections from the great thinkers as well as selections from other classic and
contemporary sources, including film and visual art. Students enrolled in this course will be required to
complete reading and writing assignments and engage in spirited class discussions on a daily basis.

Course Scope and Sequence

Unit Timeline
What is Philosophy and Why Should We Care? 3 Weeks
Ethics and Ethical Decision Making: A Survey of Ethical Systems 3 Weeks
When Ethics Collide 3 Weeks
Are We Really Free? Free Will and Determinism 3 Weeks
Knowledge, Truth and Ghosts 3 Weeks
The Meaning of Life 3 Weeks

***Newsela is available for differentiated reading assignments.

****The district has a license for Learning Ally. Learning Ally is an audio book resource for students who are
unable to “eye read” grade level text but are able to comprehend when “ear reading" or listening.

Standards

LA.RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support
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analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development
over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to
produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements
of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the
characters are introduced and developed).

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on
meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly
fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g., Shakespeare as well as other authors.)

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g.,
the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic
resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly
stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).

Reading Informational Text
Craft and Structure

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or
solve a problem.

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s),
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that
logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies and using sound
reasoning and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing
out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s
knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases.

Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g.,
formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions
of the discipline in which they are writing.

Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g.,
articulating implications or the significance of the topic).

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and
analysis of content.

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new
element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts,
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g.,
formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions
of the discipline in which they are writing.
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Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g.,
articulating implications or the significance of the topic).

Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its
significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator
and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual or shared
writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or
information.

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including
a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when
appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of
the subject under investigation.

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes.

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well reasoned exchange of ideas.

Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set
clear goals and assessments (e.g., student developed rubrics), and establish individual
roles as needed.

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and
evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or
challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence
made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what
additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the
task.

Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The
content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Spell correctly.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grades 11-12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position
or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness
level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a
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word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Career-ready individuals communicate thoughts, ideas, and action plans with clarity,
whether using written, verbal, and/or visual methods. They communicate in the workplace
with clarity and purpose to make maximum use of their own and others’ time. They are
excellent writers; they master conventions, word choice, and organization, and use
effective tone and presentation skills to articulate ideas. They are skilled at interacting
with others; they are active listeners and speak clearly and with purpose. Career-ready
individuals think about the audience for their communication and prepare accordingly to
ensure the desired outcome.

Career-ready individuals regularly think of ideas that solve problems in new and different
ways, and they contribute those ideas in a useful and productive manner to improve their
organization. They can consider unconventional ideas and suggestions as solutions to
issues, tasks or problems, and they discern which ideas and suggestions will add greatest
value. They seek new methods, practices, and ideas from a variety of sources and seek to
apply those ideas to their own workplace. They take action on their ideas and understand
how to bring innovation to an organization.

Career-ready individuals are discerning in accepting and using new information to make
decisions, change practices or inform strategies. They use reliable research process to
search for new information. They evaluate the validity of sources when considering the
use and adoption of external information or practices in their workplace situation.

Collaborate in online courses, learning communities, social networks or virtual worlds to
discuss a resolution to a problem or issue.

Creativity and Innovation: Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge
and develop innovative products and process using technology.

Develop an innovative solution to a real world problem or issue in collaboration with peers
and experts, and present ideas for feedback through social media or in an online
community.

Interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others by employing a variety of
digital environments and media.

Communicate information and ideas to multiple audiences using a variety of media and
formats.

Contribute to project teams to produce original works or solve problems.

Digital Citizenship: Students understand human, cultural, and societal issues related to
technology and practice legal and ethical behavior.

Evaluate consequences of unauthorized electronic access (e.g., hacking) and disclosure,
and on dissemination of personal information.

Compare and contrast policies on filtering and censorship both locally and globally.
Research and understand the positive and negative impact of one’s digital footprint.
Demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning.

Evaluate ethical considerations regarding the sustainability of environmental resources
that are used for the design, creation and maintenance of a chosen product.

Analyze ethical and unethical practices around intellectual property rights as influenced by
human wants and/or needs.

The cultural, social, economic and political effects of technology.
The effects of technology on the environment.

The role of society in the development and use of technology.



Grading and Evaluation Guidelines

GRADING PROCEDURES

Marking period grades are determined by dividing the total number of points earned by the total number of
potential points. More intense and involved assessments are worth more points and therefore have a greater
effect on a student’s grade. Formal and informal writing assignments, responses to text and reading quizzes
are frequently assigned.

The department’s goal for every course is that a minimum of 95% of the pupils will meet at least the
minimum proficiency level (D or better) set for the course. The department will analyze the achievement of
students on Unit Assessments, Mid-term and Final Exams and Final Course Grades, and for Final Course
Grades the achievement of sub-groups identified by the state to determine if modifications in the curriculum
and instructional methods are needed.

In terms of proficiency level the East Brunswick grades equate to:

A Excellent Advanced Proficient

B Good Above Average Proficient
C Fair Proficient

D Poor Minimally proficient

F Failing Partially Proficient

Other Details

SCED 04306 Philosophy
Course | School Min. |Elective| Initial
#’s Course
# Course |Grade(s)| Credits | Per Or
Level Adopted,

Week [Required

1041 050 H 10-12 | 2.50 210 |Elective




