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Course Overview

This one-quarter, hybrid course in journalism and media encourages students to explore and create various
types of popular media (such as news reports, reviews, editorials, video broadcasts, podcasts, etc). Students
will learn to critically examine the structure, tone, and bias of the media they interact with daily, in order

to better understand how the media frames and manipulates information and public opinion. Students will
then use that media as models for their own creations and will compile their work online in a

collaborative portfolio. Ideal candidates for this course are motivated, self-directed learners who are able to
complete and submit tasks independently.

Course Scope and Sequence

UNIT 1: The Rise of Digital Journalism (Weeks 1-6)

In this unit learners will examine the evolution of journalism from primarily print media to primarily digital media, and will explore
the implications of these cultural and global changes. Students will examine and create different modes of journalistic writing (such
as the basic news report, review, how to, process analysis, interview, and opinion article by engaging in teacher guided activities,
and writing tasks. Students will create and develop an online portfolio where all of their articles will be published.

UNIT 2: Self-Directed Newsroom (Weeks 7-10)

In this unit learners will develop their journalistic style through self-directed reporting. With teacher approval, students will write
articles of their choosing in order to acrue a certain number of points. For example, one student may choose to write 7 basic news
articles; where another student may script, film, and edit a video broadcast of a single story. Based on individual style and
preference, students may choose to experiment with podcasts, broadcasts, photojournalism, or the article types examinined in Unit 1.

UNIT 3: Web Portfolio (Ongoing)

All student writing will be published online in a web portfolio. Web portfolios (or blogs) will be fully personalized and include
relevant graphic design choices that aid in communicating the student's personal style. Students should aim to develop a theme
across articles and projects, and will present their final portfolio and personal course reflections for the final exam.



***Newsela is available for differentiated reading assignments.

****The district has a license for Learning Ally. Learning Ally is an audio book resource for students who are
unable to “eye read” grade level text but are able to comprehend when “ear reading" or listening.

Standards

LA.RI.11-12.5 Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her
exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing,
and engaging.

LA.RI.11-12.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is
particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power,
persuasiveness or beauty of the text.

LAW.11-12.1.B Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies and using sound
reasoning and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing
out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s
knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases.

LAW.11-12.1.C Use transitions (e.g., words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the text, create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons
and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

LAW.11-12.1.D Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g.,
formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions
of the discipline in which they are writing.

LAW.11-12.1.E Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g.,
articulating implications or the significance of the topic).

LAW.11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and
analysis of content.

LA.W.11-12.2.A Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new
element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

LAW.11-12.2.B Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts,
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

LAW.11-12.2.C Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.

LAW.11-12.2.D Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor,
simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.

LAW.11-12.2.E Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g.,
formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions
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of the discipline in which they are writing.

Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g.,
articulating implications or the significance of the topic).

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a
new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual or shared
writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or
information.

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using
advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms
of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and
following a standard format for citation. (MLA or APA Style Manuals).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes.

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing
the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.

Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The
content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence
and to add interest.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over time, and
is sometimes contested.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Spell correctly.

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts,
to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when
reading or listening.

Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts.

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

Career-ready individuals communicate thoughts, ideas, and action plans with clarity,
whether using written, verbal, and/or visual methods. They communicate in the workplace
with clarity and purpose to make maximum use of their own and others’ time. They are
excellent writers; they master conventions, word choice, and organization, and use
effective tone and presentation skills to articulate ideas. They are skilled at interacting
with others; they are active listeners and speak clearly and with purpose. Career-ready
individuals think about the audience for their communication and prepare accordingly to
ensure the desired outcome.

Career-ready individuals regularly think of ideas that solve problems in new and different
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ways, and they contribute those ideas in a useful and productive manner to improve their
organization. They can consider unconventional ideas and suggestions as solutions to
issues, tasks or problems, and they discern which ideas and suggestions will add greatest
value. They seek new methods, practices, and ideas from a variety of sources and seek to
apply those ideas to their own workplace. They take action on their ideas and understand
how to bring innovation to an organization.

Career-ready individuals are discerning in accepting and using new information to make
decisions, change practices or inform strategies. They use reliable research process to
search for new information. They evaluate the validity of sources when considering the
use and adoption of external information or practices in their workplace situation.

Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and
synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and collaborate and to
create and communicate knowledge.

Technology Operations and Concepts: Students demonstrate a sound understanding of
technology concepts, systems and operations.

Create a personal digital portfolio which reflects personal and academic interests,
achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources.

Collaborate in online courses, learning communities, social networks or virtual worlds to
discuss a resolution to a problem or issue.

Create a report from a relational database consisting of at least two tables and describe
the process, and explain the report results.

Understand and use technology systems.
Select and use applications effectively and productively.

Creativity and Innovation: Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge
and develop innovative products and process using technology.

Create original works as a means of personal or group expression.

Communication and Collaboration: Students use digital media and environments to
communicate and work collaboratively, including at a distance, to support individual
learning and contribute to the learning of others.

Interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others by employing a variety of
digital environments and media.

Research and understand the positive and negative impact of one’s digital footprint.
Exhibit leadership for digital citizenship.

Research and Information Fluency: Students apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and
use information.

The effects of technology on the environment.
The role of society in the development and use of technology.

Analyze a product and how it has changed or might change over time to meet human
needs and wants.

Grading and Evaluation Guidelines

GRADING PROCEDURES

Marking period grades are determined by dividing the total number of points earned by the total number of
potential points. More intense and involved assessments are worth more points and therefore have a greater
effect on a student’s grade. Formal and informal writing assignments, responses to text and reading quizzes
are frequently assigned. Participation in online moodle or google classroom activities will comprise a large



portion of a student's grade.

The department’s goal for every course is that a minimum of 95% of the pupils will meet at least the
minimum proficiency level (D or better) set for the course. The department will analyze the achievement of
students on Unit Assessments, Mid-term and Final Exams and Final Course Grades, and for Final Course
Grades the achievement of sub-groups identified by the state to determine if modifications in the curriculum
and instructional methods are needed.

In terms of proficiency level the East Brunswick grades equate to:

A Excellent Advanced Proficient

B Good Above Average Proficient
C Fair Proficient

D Poor Minimally proficient

F Failing Partially Proficient

Other Details

SCED: 01101 English/Composition

Course | School Min. |Elective| Initial
#'s Course
# Course |Grade(s)| Credits | Per Or
Level Adopted

Week |Required

1026 | 050 A 10-12 | 1.25 210 |Elective4/21/1986




